
KINGDOM: Righteous Anger?

When we get angry and call it righteous anger, we are not functioning in Kingdom dynamics, but rather
out of our soul.

Biblical Perspective

What can we learn about righteous anger from the bible.

1. It was quite permissible for the ancient Jews (i.e. in OT times): e.g. Sampson1, Moses2

2. There’s  no indication  that  Jesus  was angry when  he drove out  the money-changers  from the
temple forecourt.3 It’s all in how we read and interpret the passage whether we see righteous anger
in it or not.

3. Jesus’ vexation and anger at the Pharisees’ religiosity when he healed on the Sabbath was totally
controlled, with no recorded outburst.4

4. Jesus got angry with Satan when Peter reproved him concerning his pending death.5

5. The master in the Parable of the Great Supper was angry that those he invited didn’t want to come
to the wedding.6 This master represents Father acting in his godly position, not a believer. There is
no mandate here for us to copy the master’s anger.

6. The anger at those who cause believing children to stumble and sin is the Lord’s.7 There is nothing
in the passage to give us permission to have similar righteous anger that leads us to ‘throttle’
stumble-causing people.

7. When your brother sins against you many times you are to forgive him.8 There is no place given to
us to bring retribution through righteous anger in this situation.

8. Jesus changed the OT permit to a Kingdom guideline showing that anger against your brother is a
sin.9

9. Paul teaches that when you are genuinely angry in the ‘flesh’, don’t sin as a result of it.

Ephesians  4:26-27  (AMP)  –  When  angry,  do  not  sin;  do  not  ever  let  your  wrath  (your
exasperation, your fury or indignation) last until the sun goes down. Leave no [such] room  or
foothold for the devil [give no opportunity to him].

So, this gives us a background from Jesus’ teaching, but it doesn’t help us when we have to deal with
righteous anger appropriately when we detect it. What we need for that is Kingdom wisdom.

Kingdom Perspective

The right way to approach this topic is not with rules and regulations – that’s religion. In the Kingdom,
sons operate with and out of Heavenly wisdom. This wisdom is not found in repeating to yourself verses
from the book of Proverbs, but understanding where wisdom comes from and how to access it. 

1 – Judges 14:19
2 – Exodus 32:19
3 – John 2:13-17
4 – Mark 3:3-5
5 – Matthew 16:23
6 – Luke 14:21
7 – Matthew 18:6-7
8 – Luke 17:1-4
9 – Matthew 5:21-22
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James gives a brief summary of Kingdom wisdom's characteristics:

James 3:17 (NKJV) – But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 

Righteous anger is not expressed in Kingdom sons as an explosive tirade against an unregenerate person,
or even against a brother or sister in the Lord. The closest thing to righteous anger that we should express
is to have anger against the work of the kingdom of darkness. What we call righteous anger,  the type we
have been taught approvingly about, is nothing more than the soul in operation against unrighteousness or
perceived unrighteousness. It is born out of woundedness, insecurity and pride, not the Kingdom.

If humility, grace and love are to be the hallmarks and modes of our operation, we can’t permit ourselves
to lash out in righteous anger at a person, group or organisation. It was OK to do this in OT times, but it’s
not the Kingdom way. We have to learn the Kingdom ways of doing things, especially as we’ve been
informed that “everything must change”.

Here’s the tests to apply when you feel righteous anger rising up – before you do or say anything:

1. Have you just lost your peace?

2. Do you feel something rising within your soul?

3. Do you feel the heat of anger?

4. Has your anointing disappeared?

5. Have you stopped operating in the spirit?

6. Are you compelled to raise your voice and shout?

7. Are you still in control of yourself?

8. Is your face feeling flushed?

9. Are you thinking clearly?

10.Are you frustrated?

11. Are you doing this in unforgiveness?

12. Are you doing this in a way that is dishonouring to the person?

13. What’s your heart attitude at the moment?

Remember, you can operate with power out of your soul as it’s part of your unrenewed dominion tool kit
as a descendant of Adam. However, this may feel like anointing and the power of God, but it’s simply
witchcraft.

Now here’s the Kingdom logic for why it’s not right to operate in what’s commonly known as righteous
anger:

1. If it’s not done in agape love, it’s not right.
2. If it’s not done with Father’s heart, it’s not right. 

3. If it’s not done in grace, it’s not right.
4. If it takes away your peace, it’s not right.  

5. If it’s not done in humility, it’s not right.  
6. If Holy Spirit hasn’t told you to do it this way, it’s not right.  

Basically, if you are reacting rather than responding, it’s not righteous anger but your ‘flesh’.

Know this: Everything in the Kingdom is done out of:  (1) rest and peace, 
(2) knowing who you are, & 
(3) knowing who’s in control.
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When we come to the point of responding to a situation that could cause us to operate in righteous anger,
this is how it’s done correctly:

1. In peace and rest, 
2. resist the situation as you are shown by Holy Spirit, &
3. let the power and authority of God handle it – through you and through angels.

Even if the outcome is negative, your peace must remain. For example: Martyrs are given a supernatural
endowment of peace and rest to submit to their man-handlers if they approach the event God’s way.

Here’s  some more wisdom: Rather  than operating in  so-called  righteous anger,  allow yourself  to  be
defrauded or cheated, as Paul advises10. Allow yourself to be opposed, but lean into the Lord while it
happens  and allow him to  be  your  vindicator  and your  justifier.  The Kingdom principle  for  this  is:
‘Whatever  you  lean  into,  the  King  will  allow  it  to  be  your  source’.  If  you  lean  into  revenge,
unforgiveness, self-vindication or self-justification, Heaven will not come to your aid when you want it. If
you lean into your Father in these situations, he will be everything for you – you won’t have to do a thing.

We are not ‘walk-overs’. We are always to be in control, administrating every situation and circumstance.
Our immediate 1st step in any state of affairs is to ask, “What do I do now, Father?” In this way we can
remain in his will and allow the Kingdom to be displayed, rather than bringing shame on it through our
misaligned anger.

It’s easy for us to justify our bad temper or lack of self-control as being righteous anger, but this is not the
Kingdom way. 

There is righteous anger for Kingdom people to have. It was seen in Jesus’ life 11, but it wasn’t an outburst
like we see people ‘flying off the handle’ these days. It’s an internal emotion that doesn’t flow into the
natural, not by active self-control, but by operating out of ‘a seat of rest’ and remaining at peace and in
oneness with the Lord. This takes practice.

~~~~~~~~~~~
I had no idea of this Kingdom wisdom in the past – even last year. It has taken much reprogramming of
myself  through  the  processes  of  the  path  to  the  Mountain  of  God  for  me  to  have  the  background
understanding for this revelation to make any sense. This is because it makes no sense to the carnal mind
– it’s foolishness12.

~~~~~~~~~~~
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10 – 1 Corinthians 6:7
11 – John 2:13-17, Mark 3:3-5, Matthew 16:23
12 – 1 Corinthians 1:25
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