Understanding Why People Leave the Church System
In 2014, Pew Research Center1 conducted a Religious Landscape Study. Here are 2 items showing the
interesting results from it for those who described themselves as 'born-again' or 'evangelical' Christians: 2

1 – About Pew Research Center: Pew Research Center is a non-partisan fact tank that informs the public about the issues, attitudes and
trends shaping America and the world. It conducts public opinion polling, demographic research, media content analysis and other empirical
social science research. Pew Research Center does not take policy positions. (www.pewresearch.org/about)
2 – Pew Research Center (14-3-2016) “Exit polls and the evangelical vote: A closer look”
(www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/03/14/exit-polls-and-the-evangelical-vote-a-closer-look)

The most interesting analysis to come out of the survey was on the topic of why people abandoned
religion in all its forms. A Pew article states:
“Perhaps the most striking trend in American religion in recent years has been the growing percentage
of adults who do not identify with a religious group. And the vast majority of these religious “nones”
(78%) say they were raised as a member of a particular religion before shedding their religious
identity in adulthood.
As part of a new survey connected to our broader Religious Landscape Study, we asked these people to
explain, in their own words, why they no longer identify with a religious group. This resulted in
hundreds of different responses (after all, everyone’s religious experience is a bit different), but many
of them shared one of a few common themes.
About half of current religious “nones” who were raised in a religion (49%) indicate that a lack of
belief led them to move away from religion.” 3
Here is the data from that article:

Over the page is a summary of the various main reasons why people said they gave up religion.
The article notes this from their responses:
“One-in-five express an opposition to organized religion in general. This share includes some who do
not like the hierarchical nature of religious groups, several people who think religion is too much like
a business and others who mention clergy sexual abuse scandals as reasons for their stance.”
We need to understand these reasons so we can talk to the 'leavers' appropriately while in the process of
introducing them to the reality of the Kingdom.
The full data from the Religious Landscape Study which interviewed 35,00 Americans can be found
online.4
3 – Pew Research Center (24-8-2016) “Why America’s ‘nones’ left religion behind”
(www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/08/24/why-americas-nones-left-religion-behind)
4 – Pew Research Center “Religious Landscape Study” (www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study)
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