
Follow The Example of Others

The members of a Kingdom Community will vary greatly in their level of spiritual maturity. Even older 
members who have been in the church system for decades may not be as far advanced spiritually as a 
recent believer. This seems strange, but that’s what’s happening.

I have observed that many of those who came through the Charismatic renewal with me in the 1980s have
long ago reached a ‘barrier’ in their spirituality which they have not been able to move beyond. They have
stagnated, becoming complacent in their lives and within their church organisations. I believe that this is 
because they have looked to their leaders and to visiting speakers to provide the spiritual drive that they 
should have had within themselves.

This spiritual drive is all to do with the desire within each of us to grow up in the Kingdom and also to 
mature spiritually. We either do or we don’t – there’s no ‘sitting on the fence’ in this. It’s not about 
acquiring more bible knowledge, and it’s not about gaining more understanding about the Kingdom. It’s 
about growing in the things of the spirit and functioning properly as a son in the Kingdom.

The 3 indispensable key ingredients to spiritual progress are:

1. An intimate relationship with our King and a passion to see it go deeper into ‘oneness’.

2. A total abandonment of ourselves to him so that our lives and the world have no priorities for us.

3. Complete mono-focus on doing what the Spirit is saying and total commitment to comply.

Because of the spread of maturity in community, we must all “bear with one another in love” as we’ve 
been instructed1. This means not looking ‘down on’ those who are less advanced, and not feeling useless 
or valueless when comparing yourself to those who are striding ahead. In fact, don’t compare yourselves 
to others,2 just commit yourself to growing up. Remember, Jesus of Nazareth3 is the standard – he’s the 
prototype.

Rather than compare themselves, community members should emulate others who set the appropriate 
example.  Here’s why.

One NT writer urged new believers to follow the example of others who had been successful in spiritual 
matters:

Hebrews 6:12 (NKJV) – that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises.

Paul encouraged Timothy and Titus to be examples to others:

1 Timothy 4:12 (NKJV) – Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, 
in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 

Titus 2:7 (NKJV) – in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing 
integrity, reverence, incorruptibility,

Paul urged the new churches to follow the established church’s example:

1 Thessalonians 1:6-7 (NKJV) – And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the
word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became examples to all in Macedonia 
and Achaia who believe. 

1 – Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:13
2 – 2 Corinthians 10:12
3 – As opposed to Jesus the ascended man who he is today: king of kings.



1 Thessalonians 2:14 (NKJV) – For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which 
are in Judea in Christ Jesus. For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as 
they did from the Judeans, 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-7, 9 (NKJV) – But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition 
which he4 received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were not 
disorderly among you...not because we do not have authority, but to make ourselves an example of 
how you should follow us.

Paul went so far as to advise the young believers to follow his example and avoid those who don’t:

Philippians 3:17 (NKJV) – Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as 
you have us for a pattern. 

Jesus set the ultimate standard, but for those who find that a daunting task, why not emulate someone else
in the church community. Find someone who you see is progressing rapidly and connect with them, even 
letting them mentor you. You won’t regret it. Even though it will be a tough path to go along, the benefits 
will far outweighing the difficulties that your ‘flesh’ will put up.

One of the things that I do is lead by example. If nothing else, please follow me. I am accountable to all of
the Kingdom Community members, especially the Apostolic Leadership group, so I'm fairly well on the 
correct path. If you see me as maturing, don’t give up, follow my example.

A useful article on the topic is Jonathan Welton’s “You Should Follow My Example ”5
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4 – NU-Text and M-Text read they
5 – Jonathan Welton (2016) “Follow My Example” 
     (weltonacademy.com/blogs/jonathanwelton/84917697-you-should-follow-my-example)
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