
Hebrew Clothing Represented Who They Were

To the Semitic peoples, clothes represented who they were. Every person was identifiable by their clothing.

This is similar today as trades, professionals and government employees wear uniforms or specific types of 
clothes.

This fact illuminates the reason for Michal’s attitude to King David when he danced before the Ark of The 
Covenant if exuberance.1 Having taken off his kingly clothes and clad in a linen ephod, a priest’s upper 
garment, the people would have seen him as not the king. His outer clothing signified that he represented a 
priest, not royalty, and this offended Michal culturally because of what the people would have seen him as.

To the Hebrew, when God stated in his word that he was changing their clothes, they understood that he was  
changing who they were. For example: 

Zechariah 3:3-5 (NKJV) Vision of the High Priest
Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right  
hand to oppose him.  And the Lord said to  Satan,  “The Lord rebuke you,  Satan!  The Lord who has chosen  
Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?” Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments,  
and was standing before the Angel. Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, “Take  
away the filthy garments from him.” And to him He said, “See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will  
clothe you with rich robes.” And I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on  
his head, and they put the clothes on him. And the Angel of the Lord stood by.

Isaiah 64:6 (NKJV) – But we are all like an unclean thing,
And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags;
We all fade as a leaf,
And our iniquities, like the wind,
Have taken us away.

Isaiah 61:3 (AMP) – To grant [consolation and joy] to those who mourn in Zion—to give them an ornament (a  
garland or  diadem [or turban])  of  beauty  instead of  ashes,  the  oil  of  joy  instead of  mourning,  the  garment  
[expressive]  of  praise  instead  of  a  heavy,  burdened,  and  failing  spirit—that  they  may  be  called  oaks  of  
righteousness [lofty, strong, and magnificent, distinguished for uprightness, justice, and right standing with God],  
the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.

So putting aside all the spiritual implications of the verses above, God was saying to the Israelis that he was  
going to make them different people, not just change how they looked or how they felt.

Today we are not content to be who God made us to be – i.e. sons of the Most High God. We find our  
identity in our profession, our status and in the fashionable clothes we wear.

If we don’t like what people think of us, we change our attire. We change label to show who we are – what 
group we fit into. Imagine a Macquarie street barrister going to work in an Armani suit and wearing Adidas 
sneakers. This is a mixture and would send ‘mixed’ messages to those looking at him.

In the Kingdom, we are the most important people we will ever be – sons of the most powerful person in the 
universe and also the richest. We need to see ourselves as changed into a new person of high status when 
our filthy rags are washed in the blood of the Messiah. Forget about fashion and putting on a show for  
others when a normal uniform or appropriate clothing are available.
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