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By Chalsey--my Prayer for the New Year

IN HIS PRESENCE

The presence of the Lord brings peace; being in His presence gives joy. 

• Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are  
pleasures for evermore. (Psalm 16:11)

“When I try to find happiness and fulfilment in everything else but Your dear presence, Jesus, I am left  
wanting. I would like to say that You bring me full satisfaction, yet the more I get to know You, the more  
of You I want. I’m glad I have an eternity with You to look forward to, for it will take that long to begin to 
quench my thirst for You. Every sip of Your presence, every glimpse of the hidden You from behind the  
current veil, makes me long for You more than anything and everything else; it makes me willing to give 
everything up that would be necessary, to have all of You; and to be what would bring You joy as well.”

• Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the pride of man: thou shalt keep them  
secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues. (Psalm 31:20)

“The words and actions of others—mostly those done out of pride and fear and selfishness—can make 
me want to vanish, to run far away; to hide in a cavern in the rocks in a peaceful place, like some 
prophets of old did, and to only have You with Me. Your presence brings surcease to the turmoil that 
the world and its inhabitants can give. Yet even being alone, far from sight and beyond the earshot of 
things that hurt isn’t enough, for there is still my own sinful soul and human nature that would trouble 
me. 

“The place that would bring total peace to my heart, mind, body and spirit is to be infolded in You,  
covered by You—and this covering is secret, invisible to others, and thus the safest place in the world. I  
can’t be evicted from it by anyone, for I dwell secretly with You there, no matter where I am. In Your 
presence You can shield me from the pain that pride- and fear-driven acts can cause. You shield me; You 
are my filter, only allowing that which will be a benefit to me to touch me. If I go out from this secret 
place, this closeness to You, this allowing You to guide my thoughts and my heart, this keeping my mind 
focused on what brings You joy, this passion of getting to know You, then I will be defenceless and as a 
beaten one.”

***

Leaving His presence, or pushing off His Spirit that delights to be a part of our lives, is the first step to  
a self-destructive life. (As was the case when Jonah attempted to “flee from the presence of the Lord”, 
Jonah 1:3, and found himself in some real stormy times; or when Cain “went out from the presence of  
the Lord”, Genesis 4:16-17, and built a city, and it became corrupt [along with everyone else around], 
and led eventually to a worldwide deluge.) 

• Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. (Psalm 51:11)

“When pride enters in, it’s easy to think we can do anything and everything and nothing can stop us, and 
that the credit should be to us. Lord, Your amazing patience is beyond anything found in the hearts of 
mankind worldwide. All it takes for our plans to end is for our heart to stop beating; or for our eyes to  
suddenly cease sending the signals to our brain and we are blind; or for us to be unable to breathe.  
When all is going well, it’s easy to give credit to ourselves for the good job we think we are doing, yet 
Lord, in reality we are completely and utterly at Your mercy. You give us life. You give us breath. By You 
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are we able to do anything at all. If You were to lift Your finger and pull the plug on our life, then we  
would, like the man in the parable of the rich fool, have to leave all our plans and works behind. (Luke 
12:16-20) We truly can’t  do a thing without You. Keep us from the blinding pride, so deceptive, so  
corrupting. Truly You will hold us accountable for our actions and we will regret all that was done out of 
pride and arrogance, all that led us and others further away from You. All that we did that was good is  
only possible because You have granted us life, breath, and ability. May we never forget that, with every  
breath we breathe, with every task we accomplish, with every smile You allow us to share. You begin all  
things, and You will end all things, well. By You we have life, and by the breath of Your Spirit and Your  
active, moving, loving Holy Spirit in us are we empowered to fulfil Your will and bring about Your plans  
in our lives and in the lives You’ve enabled us to touch.”

***

So is the “presence of the Lord” in a certain fixed place that we go and come from, or can His presence 
move with us as we go? And what makes us stay within His presence, no matter where we are?

• Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? (Psalm 139:7)

• And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. And he said unto him, If thy  
presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. (Exodus 33:15-16)

“I know You, Jesus, are always and will be always with Me, no matter where I go, but I know there is a  
difference whether I listen to You and look to You and follow Your counsel, or whether I choose to do  
only what I think is right. Please break down my wilfulness, my pride, my childish scampering off trying  
to do what only appears good for the moment, and instead take Me into Your arms and whisper to Me 
Your thoughts, Your dreams and Your plans. Take out from My heart the wishes that conflict with Your  
highest and best plan for my life. Let me not say in my heart, “later... first I want to explore this or that”.  
Only by Your lovingkindness do I even have a now—let alone a “later.” I can’t count on anything but this  
second I am living now; and even that is only possible because of Your permission and power. May I use 
each moment to truly be as Your servant, doing wholeheartedly as You wish, with no undercurrent of  
self-will pulling me aside. It won’t get me anywhere. It will just slow me down from going and doing  
what You have planned and willed for My life. No matter how great my whims might seem for the 
moment, they are just a waste of time, if You are not in it. Let me go only where You bid us to go—
together—You and Me. Working as a team, with You as the boss is the way to be in Your presence in all I  
do. You will never leave me; let me walk always with Your Spirit, each day I live.”  (Continued in part 2)

***

Does it matter how we behave, the words we say, and our conduct when in the presence of the Lord? 
What kind of attitudes should we take on in order for the King of our lives, the Lover of our souls truly 
enjoy our company?

• Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 
(Psalm 95:2)

• Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. (Psalm 100:2)

• Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy name: the upright shall dwell in thy presence. 
(Psalm 140:13)

 “Your Word says You dwell within the praises of Your people. To speak of Your marvellousness, Your 
greatness, is like making a declaration of belonging to You; it shows with whom our loyalties lie; it’s  
promoting the establishment of Your Kingdom. Through praising You we are siding with You, and in 
essence choosing against the opposing forces. In banding together with You as our sovereign Lord we 
are helping to strengthen Your Kingdom and making it be established in our lives here and now, which 
brings the demise of the Enemy’s devises and what he plots against us. That’s why he hates to hear us 
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boldly and constantly proclaim our loyalties and steadfast commitment to You, Jesus, which we do 
through praise. Joined with You we’ll be unstoppable. So no matter how things might appear at this 
stage of the game or play of life, I want to show my faith in Your perfect running of Your Kingdom; faith 
that You have got everything under control and will bring about the best through it all. With praises in 
word, praises in song, praises in all I do—even if in between the heaves of hard labouring, or wiping the  
tears my human heart cries—I will be pledging my allegiance to You. I know I’m on the winning side  
when I’m choosing to be in Your presence, walking and living with You. Praise will make us a tight and 
strong team, and empower You to bring about the best in my life.”

• That no flesh should glory in his presence. (1 Corinthians 1:29)

“If I want to bathe in the beauty of Your presence, dear Jesus, and be accepted by Your Father, there’s  
something I’ll need to leave outside the door. ‘No flesh’ means no human; ‘should glory’ means basking  
in pride, glorifying ourselves’. I hear this verse telling me that You, Jesus, and Your Father the God of all  
flesh, can’t stand pride; You can’t stand to be around it. Pride and self-glory is the opposite of everything 
that You stand for; it disgusts You, it’s revolting; it’s intolerable. You are the spirit of love, humility, and 
true  rightness.  We  don’t  have  it  in  ourselves  to  be  good,  so  we  have  to  let  Your  goodness  and  
forgiveness cover for us. We can’t love unless You have put Your love in us, for all love comes from Your  
Spirit. Those that walk in Your presence, and are filled with Your Spirit have Your love in them. When we  
are low on love, it’s  because we are low on You and need time in Your presence.  Humility too,  is  
something we can’t really conjure up, but we can stop ourselves from glorying in our own supposed 
greatness. We can choose to proclaim Your goodness and righteousness, which we are eternally grateful 
for. Because of Your righteousness, we can rest assured that right will prevail and those that love peace  
and beauty will eventually be satisfied. 

“Let me walk in humility before You, oh my God, my Lord, the salvation of my soul. Let not pride spoil  
the union that You would like to be having with me. It’s the sins of my own selfish arrogance that put a  
barrier between us. I want to be accepted in the close and intimate friendship of Your Heavenly team 
that rules over all. Let me forsake all that is within me that would get in the way of uniting closely with 
You in heart, mind and soul. I want You, Jesus, Your Father and Holy Spirit to find joy allowing me into  
Your presence. 

“Abide with me forever. May my heart ever be empty of self, a constant vacuum for Your Spirit to dwell  
in me and be with me always. I know my heart will endure heartache, my mind might fear, and my spirit  
grow weary, and at those times I might wonder if I still have Your presence with me. These things are  
nothing to You, as You are ‘greater than our heart’, (1 John 3:20; Psalm 61:2) and you are ‘nigh unto 
them that are of a broken heart’ (Psalm 34:18). You’ve said, ‘Come unto me all ye that labour and are  
heavy laden, and I will give you rest’ (Matthew 11:29), and ‘fear thou not for I am with thee’ (Isaiah  
41:10). No matter what feelings wash over this clay that I am, or what breaks this earthen vessel, me,  
You will honour Your promises: ‘Draw nigh to God and He will draw nigh to you,’ (James 4:8) and ‘I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world.’ ” (Matthew 28:20)

***

We are rather accustomed to the silent presence of the Lord, and it being a matter of the heart, a 
matter of faith—in the mostly unseen God; but it hasn’t always been that way, nor will it always be.

• The earth shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence of God: even Sinai itself was moved at  
the presence of God, the God of Israel. (Psalm 68:8)

• Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the  
presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty,  
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)

“I live for the day when You, Jesus, will be able to present me before Your Father, as a jewel You have  
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saved and fashioned, cut, polished and made bright with Your own light and presence. I know You are 
an only Son, the apple of Your Father’s eye, and only those that resemble You and have the trace of You  
in their being—the mark that signifies their belonging to Your family—are accepted into that Heavenly, 
divine clan, with God as the head. Let me absorb all I can of You...or let me rather be absorbed into You,  
melted into You, completely changed to conform to Your likeness, that when others try to look at me I  
go unnoticed and You alone are seen. I love Your Father with all my soul, and will give anything to be 
accepted by Him to be a wife to You, His Son, Jesus—the theme of my life, the reason for my existence.  
Though I see not You and Your Father and Holy Spirit with my eyes, I don’t want to walk the way of the 
foolish, like those with a blindfold on that say “no one can see me”. For I know the eyes of the Lord are  
in every place. Your Word tells me of Your reality, and that should be enough. But You’ve deemed it  
right for me to be the recipient of Your many gifts of care, and a multitude of Your miraculous workings 
in my life. 

It astounds me how very meek You are. You are the reason that anything still exists on this Earth, the  
one that  caused me to awaken this  morning,  yet  You hold Your  peace in  stillness  when the world 
proclaims that they have decided to deny Your reality. I so relish the day when the veil at last will part  
with a might sound, and the whole Earth will be filled with glory of God. And to think that God “will  
dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them...” (Revelations 21:3).  
At last there will be for all, the joy of seeing, hearing, and living in the very real presence of the God of  
all.  

For those of us who are having a hard time waiting, You told Your disciples—and us—something so 
heart-touching, so precious. You said if any of us loved You and kept Your Words, that Your Father  
would love us, and You said, “we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” (John 14:23) Our 
hearts and homes would be Your home. My heart is open; my home is open. You are the guests I most  
want to have staying with me. Let me remember to do my part to invite You—through loving You with  
all my heart, and using my life to fulfil Your will and do what You say to. Through loving You, obeying  
Your Words, wishing to be close to You, walking in humility before You, and praising You, I will be in  
Your presence, and there find fullness of joy.

Chalsey Dooley
7 January 2015

(For more devotional and inspirational writings by Chalsey for children and adults see
www.nurture-inspire-teach.com)
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