
Kingdom Administration

What do you picture in your mind when you hear the phrase ‘ministering angels’ 1. Is it: celestial beings 
coming in, laying hands on people for healing and for the restoration of their vitality?

There are 3 Greek words that are translated ‘minister’ or ‘ministering’ in our English bible. One word is  
leitourgikos2 which means ‘the performance as a public  officer’.  This  comes from  leitourgos3 which 
means ‘a  public  servant’.  From this  word we also get  leitourgia4 which means ‘a  public  office’ and 
leitourgeo5 which means ‘to serve in a public office’. It is leitourgos which is used of ministering angels 
in Hebrews 1:7,14 & 8:26.

In New Testament times leitourgos was a Greek word that most adults would recognise because it literally 
meant ‘public servant’ or someone carrying out the work of a public servant.

The administration done by a public servant is familiar to me because I was one for most of my working 
life. As a teacher in NSW & ACT government schools I performed public servant tasks.

A public  servant  is  not  a  slave-type servant  or  a  labourer  who gets  their  orders  for  individual  jobs  
moment-by-moment  and closely  supervised  while  doing  it.  Public  servants  are  appropriately  skilled 
persons given a position in the system; they are told what that position is required to produce; they are 
given  parameters  to  work  under;  they  are  accountable  to  by  a  supervisor;  they  are  responsible  for  
producing the requested outcome; but, they are left to do the work without interference. In other words, 
they have a duty to the government to implement what is required, on behalf of the people, on their own 
recognizance.  They don’t  have someone looking over  their  shoulder,  watching everything they do to 
check that it’s done right.

‘Administrate’ has  the idea  in  it:  “If  the person in  authority  I’m working under  was doing the task  
themselves, how would they do it?” Out of that question comes the injunction that, as an administrator, 
the job is done how they want it done.

Can you see the difference between a public servant and a labourer or slave? Public servants have more 
responsibility,  but their  mode of operation is to carry out their  duties properly,  rather than just being 
constantly told what to do. They work out of their own motivations and from their own sense of civic 
duty.

That being said, why are angels called ‘administrators’ likening them to public servants? This is important 
to understand seeing they are usually described as ‘ministers’ or ‘servants’.

It’s because angels administer the assignments given to them by God. They are often called ‘messengers’ 
because one of their tasks is to bring messages from heaven to Earth which they ‘administer’.

You see, angels are not robotic-like as we’ve been led to believe – totally obedient, without a mind of 
their own. Actually, they are beings who can make choices7 and their function is to carry out the plans of 
heaven8, which is the will of God. They do this as trusted vassals of the King and they do everything his 
way.

1 - “Ministering spirits” Hebrews 1:14
2 - Strong’s #G3010
3 - Strong’s #G3011
4 - Strong’s #G3009
5 - Strong’s #G3008
6 - Also in Hebrews 1:14 which describes them as administrating.
7 - Job 4:18; Jude 6; Isaiah 14:13(?)
8 - ‘Heaven’ is a generic word for everything that happens there with the Trinity and the heavenly beings who all work in concert for Father’s 
will to be done on Earth as it is in heaven.
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Jesus is an administrator9 in his current position as our High Priest and as the King of Kings. His task is to 
carry out Father’s plans perfectly and when everything has been completed he will hand it all over to 
Father.10 As Father’s number-1 Son, Jesus is the regent who administers Father’s plans for heaven and the 
universe, in this time and space, and in eternity. We are familiar with his administrative role as we’ve 
been taught about it consistently in the past – it could even be called a doctrine.

How does this relate to us? As in heaven: so on Earth.

In the New Testament various people are called administrators or are recognised as being administrative. 
However, the translation of early church epistles by religious scholars in our English bibles has rendered 
the leitourgos family of Greek words as ‘ministry’ or ‘service’.This does not give us a complete picture of 
their function as they have been assigned church descriptions. There are the other 2 Greek words which 
are translated as ‘minister’ or ‘ministering’ and these are correctly used in their place in the texts. 

Those who were attributed the function of administrator by the writers of the New Testament letters are:

1. National rulers (kings/emperors/presidents) – Romans 13:6
2. The Jewish Priests – Hebrews 9:21, 10:11

3. Paul – Romans 15:16
4. Epaphroditus – Philippians 2:25

5. Financial backers of the Gospel – 2 Corinthians 9:12
6. The saints – Acts 13:211

7. The gentile saints – Romans 15:27

In the list above believers are designated as leitourgos administrators in the New Testament.12 Believers 
are  also  priests  and  kings  in  the  Kingdom  and  these  two  offices  are  also  contained  in  this  list  of 
administrators.13 

So therefore, we are called to be like public servants and administrate responsibly what we are given – 
both  materially  and  spiritually.  Even  though  we  are  called  ‘servants’ and  ‘ministers’,  we  are  also 
‘administrators’. These descriptions are functional, not status in nature. By that I mean we function as 
these, but out of our position as sons of God.

In the parable14 of the minas15/talents16 and the parable of the wicked vinedressers17, the servants were all 
given something to administrate. They were given the job of overseeing what their master had given them 
while he was away. He wasn’t there telling them what to do – he left them to carry out his will out of their 
own self-management. They were not just stewards, they were also administrators.

These parables are Kingdom pictures.  They show us what the Kingdom is like and how it  operates. 
Therefore, our King expects people (all humanity actually) to administrate what he gives them to do. This 
is clear from these parables if you look at them properly. Don’t see the characters in the  parables as 
servants and think of a person who has to be told what to do on a continual basis. In the Kingdom we are 
not ‘go-fors’, we are not slaves. We are sons working for our Father. What does a son do if he works for 
his Father's business? They are delegated responsibility and they carry it out so that their Father’s best 
interests are achieved. This is us. This is what we’re supposed to be doing!

9 - Hebrews 8:6
10 - ???? I can’t find the exact reference.
11 - “As they ministered to the Lord”
12 - Items 6 & 7
13 - Items 1 & 2
14 - Remember Jesus never named his parables, they were just part of the record of his discourses with others - we’ve given them their titles.
15 - Luke 19:11-16
16 - Matthew 25:14-28
17 - Matthew 21:33-44
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God’s sons steward their Father’s property (and affairs), but they don’t do it with the attitude, “This is 
mine and I’ve got to use it in a way that doesn’t displease Father”18. Instead, our heart must be different, 
saying, “Everything that’s mine is Father’s and everything that’s Father’s is mine, so I’ll use them for our 
common good in a way that honours him and augurs for his best interest”.

We have been taught that we are ‘stewards’, and yes we are. However, this is only one of the multifaceted 
ways we are to operate. If we think we are stewards and we just have a steward’s mindset, we will miss  
our calling into sonship. Stewarding is what we do, but this can lead us to see ourselves only as servants. 
We must see ourselves as sons and operate out of that position.

We also have other descriptive functions outlined in the New Testament. Our undertaking is to operate in 
all these roles as part of our membership of the Kingdom. These are:

• bond servant
• brother
• priest
• king
• bride-member
• soldier

So after all that background introduction, what do we administer? First and foremost we administrate our  
life. Our spirit which comes out of eternity past has been placed in a body in this physical realm and our  
job is to administer it. This is not doing what we want and occasionally doing what Father wants. We as 
humans are expected to carry out the tasks assigned to us when we were a spirit in heaven. 

Humans were given authority to have dominion on the Earth – this is what we were given to do, it was 
our earthly function. This was perverted in the Fall and became self-interest, serving the enemy indirectly. 
But, we still have the dominion mandate which was never lost, but was reinstated in its fullness when 
Jesus  the  resurrected  man  became  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords.  We  are  now  the  King’s 
representative on this planet to carry out his plans – to administrate this planet for him. 

When we are born again and come into the Kingdom, we are reconnected to Father as sons who are in  
right standing with him. Our job, our life’s work is to administer our lives, having a place of dominion, 
just as we were originally created to do.

This means that our life’s priority is to do everything in line with Father’s plans with the heart attitude 
that we want his plans to be fulfilled. This is ‘Basic Christianity 101’. Being in the Kingdom is not about 
church and going to church meetings, etc. it’s about responsibility to Father just as Jesus’ earthly life 
exemplified.

To look at it even deeper, we are given the following tasks:

1. Administer the Kingdom on Earth   – We have a place and a function in the Kingdom – not just the 
Body of Christ – and we are to administer that.

2. Administer the testimony of God to the Earth   – God has a revelation of who he is and how he 
works that he has given to us in a historic record. This is his testimony which we are to reveal to  
the world through our lives and our speech, out of our relationship with him.

3. Administer the revelation we receive   – The revelations we receive we are to administer by living 
out of them and living in the light of them, displaying the glory of them to the world.

4. Administer the future into the present   – We are who we are at this moment, but we know who we 
will be in the future, and in eternity here on Earth. We are called to live out of that knowledge so 
that we move into the supernatural in the here-&-now while entering our destiny. Prophecy has a 

18 - Note the negative nature of the attitude.
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major role in the administration of our future, before we enter eternity.

All this throws a different light on who we are and how we operate. As part of the Kingdom we are to  
have  an  intimate  relationship  with  the  Trinity.  Out  of  that  relationship  we want  to  meet  with  other  
Kingdom members on a regular, continuing basis. This is because ‘real’ family want to be together – they 
love being together. This is the ekklesia in operation.

So, in the Kingdom:

• Fathers administer their role as spiritual heads of their families. 

• Parents administer their task as guardians and guides of their children

• Elders in church groups administer their role as overseers. 

• Leaders of organisations administer their roles as heads. 

• Business owners administer their roles as supervisors. 

• And, all for the Kingdom.

One important note in finishing: if we are rapture-focussed we won’t want to be administrators – we’ll  
just try to be good stewards. Why? Because we have a ticket to heaven and want to live our life as quickly 
as possible so we can get out of here. We’re careful to do that in a way that doesn’t displease God too  
much so we don’t lose our place in heaven.

Get the Picture? It’s not about religion, it’s Kingdom life as sons of God.

As in heaven: so on Earth.

Wow!

Laurence
30-4-2014
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