
Lording It Over Others

1 Peter 5:1-3 is used by many Christians to oppose supervisors when they are instructed to do things 
they don’t want to do. In rebellion, they say, “Don’t lord it over me” – to their elders, boss or father. 
This is an expression from the King James version of this reference, which is similar to the NIV 
rendition:

“To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also  
will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching  
over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not  
pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being 
examples to the flock.” (1 Peter 5:1-3 NIV)

The Amplified Bible is clearer of the intent of the writer, but the rebellious person usually quotes 
from the above mentioned versions which use the word ‘lord’.

“I warn and counsel the elders among you (the pastors and spiritual guides of the church) as a  
fellow elder and as an eyewitness [called to testify] of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a sharer  
in the glory (the honor and splendor) that is to be revealed (disclosed, unfolded): Tend (nurture,  
guard, guide, and fold) the flock of God that is [your responsibility], not by coercion or constraint,  
but willingly; not dishonorably motivated by the advantages and profits [belonging to the office],  
but eagerly and cheerfully; Not domineering [as arrogant, dictatorial, and overbearing persons] 
over those in your charge, but being examples (patterns and models of Christian living) to the flock  
(the congregation).” (1 Peter 5:1-3 AMP)

This passage was written in the 1st century to people of an ancient civilization. To them, ‘lording it 
over’ others had a different connotation to us today. We in the Western world have no idea what the 
phrase was originally intended to convey to the people the letter was originally written to.

To help us get the gist of ‘lording’, 2 video clips serve as examples (see over the page). The movie 
“Shogun” exemplifies ancient ‘lording’ as the people reading Peters epistle would probably have 
understood it. The DVD “The Devil Wears Prada” serves as a modern example of that lording 
would look like today.

Suffice to say, scripture must be understood and used taking into account its historic and cultural 
background.
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SHOGUN (Ancient)
(My DVD conversion of video tape)

Importance Start Location Chapter Time Difference

1 1:33:45 Chapter 10 Plus 4 minutes

3 0:49:05 Chapter 6 Minus 25 sec

2 1:17:55 Chapter 9 Minus 1 minute

DEVIL WEARS PRADA (Modern)
(My Genuine DVD)

Start Location Chapter Duration

Chapter 3 From Start


