
One Little Known Reason Why We Come Together

Have you ever heard a church leader preach on why you need to come to church services every week?
Sure you have – lots of times. I’ll bet they used this verse from Hebrews:

Hebrews 10:25 (KJV) – Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is;
but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

What was the content of the sermon? Well, from my extensive experience of being in the church system
for over 60 years it was that those who don’t come to church are not honouring God because they are not
joining in with the worship of him that he has ordained. They go on to say that absentees are ‘slack’,
backslidden, and missing out on the spiritual feeding they should get from being there.

But is “assembling” supposed to be to participate in a typical church service? 

Remember, Hebrews is a letter to the Jews and must be read as a flowing discourse, not as isolated texts
or chapters and verses. So, let’s have a look at what the writer of Hebrews was saying by looking at verse
25 in context. 

Hebrews 10:24-30 (AMPC) - And let us consider and give attentive, continuous care to watching over
one another, studying how we may stir up (stimulate and incite) to love and helpful deeds and noble
activities, not forsaking or neglecting to assemble together [as believers], as is the habit of some people,
but admonishing (warning, urging, and encouraging) one another, and all the more faithfully as you see
the  day  approaching.  For  if  we  go  on  deliberately  and  willingly  sinning  after  once  acquiring  the
knowledge of the Truth, there is no longer any sacrifice left to atone for [our] sins [no further offering to
which to look forward]. 
[There is nothing left for us then] but a kind of awful and fearful prospect and expectation of divine
judgment and the fury of burning wrath and indignation which will consume those who put themselves in
opposition [to God]. Any person who has violated and [thus] rejected and set at naught the Law of Moses
is put to death without pity or mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. How much worse (sterner
and heavier)  punishment  do you suppose he will  be judged to deserve who has  spurned and [thus]
trampled  underfoot  the  Son of  God,  and who has  considered  the  covenant  blood  by  which  he  was
consecrated common and unhallowed, thus profaning it and insulting and outraging the [Holy] Spirit
[Who imparts] grace (the unmerited favor and blessing of God)? For we know Him Who said, Vengeance
is  Mine  [retribution  and the  meting  out  of  full  justice  rest  with  Me];  I  will  repay [I  will  exact  the
compensation], says the Lord. And again, The Lord will judge and determine and solve and settle the
cause and the cases of His people.

Let me itemize for you the content of the verses surrounding verse 25:

1. watching over one another

2. how we may stir up (stimulate and incite) to love and helpful deeds and noble activities

3. deliberately and willingly sinning after once acquiring the knowledge of the Truth

4. worse (sterner and heavier) punishment

5. spurned and [thus] trampled underfoot the Son of God, and who has considered the covenant
blood by which he was consecrated common and unhallowed

So, what is the writer trying to convey?

It appears that:

(i) One of the purposes of assembling is to encourage each other to do righteous deeds (good works). 
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(ii) Another is to encourage each other so we don’t give up our faith and face judgement for desecrating
the redemptive gift we’ve been part of. 

(iii) The other is to keep an eye on each other’s character and habits to help eliminate deliberate recurring
sin from our lives. This last one can only occur if we are in a community relationship and accountable to
each other, not just turning up for a Sunday service.

Do these 3 purposes sound familiar to you? Is this what happens in a normal church service? Definitely
not.

That means that what we regard as normal church doesn’t line up with at least some of the  important
purposes that we are to gather together for.

Reminder: We are also gathering together to DO ALL the things that the epistles of the NT encourage us 
to do? For example:

(a) Every person should be contributing.1

(b) All the 5-fold ministry gifts should be fully functional.2

(c) All the rest of the giftings should be fully functional.3

(d) The meeting should be completely led by the Spirit.4

(e) There are meals to have together.5

(f) The Lord’s Supper is a meal – not just a ceremony.6

(g) Meetings also occur in houses.7

Remember: External religious worship, religion as it is expressed in outward acts, that is pure and 
unblemished in the sight of God the Father is this: to visit and help and care for the orphans and widows 
in their affliction and need, and to keep oneself unspotted and uncontaminated from the secular world.8
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1 – 1 Corinthians 14:26
2 – Ephesians 4:11-12
3 – 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
4 – Romans 8:14
5 – Acts 2:46; 1 Corinthians 11:33; (Jude 1:12)
6 – 1 Corinthians 11:20-22
7 – Acts 5:42
8 – James 1:27 (AMPC)
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