
The Followers of Jesus Should Live for Each Other
Skip Moen shows from linguistics and his reference to Acts that the followers of Jesus in 
the 1st Century had a different kind of devotion to each other than the type our culture 
promotes these days. To them, devotion to each other meant that their lives were closely 
linked – indissolubly intertwined even. Unlike today's self-centred citizen, they appear to 
have lived for each other.

Acts 2:42 (NASB) - They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

"Continually devoting - This is a mouthful of Greek–proskarterountes. The word is derived  
from pros (toward) and kartereo (to be strong, steadfast and firm). The picture we see  
from this word is a group of people totally committed. They were strong and steadfast in  
their pursuit  of understanding and cooperating. They did not settle for mediocre. They  
wanted all they could get. We would describe these people as ones who hung on every  
word, zealous, hungry, perhaps even demanding.

It is quite interesting that the verb kartereo found in this word is also connected to bearing  
burdens and enduring severe hardship voluntarily. Does this sound familiar? A synonym of  
kartereo is meno, Greek word Yeshua used when He talked about “abiding” in him. You  
can’t go very far in the book of Acts without finding the same themes over and over. These  
people were characterized by Yeshua’s command, “Love one another as I have loved  
you”.

Today we see devotion as a kind of romantic icon. “Devoted to you” often means that I’m  
head  over  heels  in  love  with  you.  It’s  all  about  the  Hollywood  version  of  romance.  
Unfortunately, devotion in our culture is about as solid as the latest craze. It doesn’t last.  
But the followers of the First Century knew a different kind of devotion. These people  
understood that their lives were indissolubly intertwined. They literally lived for each other.  
Did you know that they actively cared for each other’s physical needs? No one felt alone,  
unwanted, unnecessary or ignored. It was the congregation of complete involvement. If I  
hurt, someone helped. If I faltered, someone fixed. If I rejoiced, someone was rejuvenated.  
If I was crushed, someone cared.

Isn’t this what we seek today? Are you tired of a church that is only a building or a weekly  
obligation?  Do  you  hunger  and  thirst  for  a  community  of  belonging?  Do  you  want  a  
community of acceptance under grace? I do. I  long for the peace of being continually  
devoted  to  the  community  of  God’s  redeemed.  I  am ready to  give  all  I  have to  that  
community. I need these people in my life. I want a life that is continually devoted to them.

Do you long for God’s version of the fellowship of believers? Are you continually devoting  
yourself to that vision? It will  mean taking active steps away from religion. It  will  mean  
openness and vulnerability. But God is there, waiting for us to learn what love really is.  
Don’t give up searching. You are not alone."1
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