
Be Careful How you Pray for Others

If you’ve ever felt oppressed for an extended period of time, don’t just think it’s a random attack of the 
enemy as it might be a curse inadvertently placed on you by the prayers of a Christian. Yes, a Christian.

This has happened to me at various times over the past 20-odd years and I believe it originated in the  
main with a fellow believer who operates out of their soul. They and their family had been ‘praying’ that I  
would receive their truth and be pulled into line by the Lord for rejecting their teaching. This occurred, 
along with scores of phone calls, emails, letters and visits, harassing me, to force me to capitulate and  
accept what I discerned and declared was erroneous doctrine. This is an example of remote manipulation 
under the guise of prayer and is nothing short of witchcraft.

Dennis  Cramer  in  the  preface  to  his  book  “Breaking  Christian  Curses”  writes  that  he  has  suffered 
oppression from this source as well. He states that, “Yes, Christians can curse others. Yes, Christians can 
even curse other  Christians.  In  fact  Christians everywhere are struggling because of the debilitating, 
crippling, paralysing, hypnotic effects of personal curses.”1

He defends himself by stating that you can’t argue against experience. “Argue as some may, I experienced 
a ‘Christian’ or personal curse! In this 21st Century, enlightened, sophisticated, educated, westernized, and 
de-spiritualized society, something very ancient, something very spiritual, and something very evil nearly 
destroyed my life.2 And, “The fact remains that I experienced something so ‘nightmarish’ that it affected 
my ability to serve the Lord Jesus Christ and required the omnipotent power of the Holy Spirit to destroy 
it.”3 

Denis wrote his book, not out of woundedness, but with the hope that it will be edifying, healing, and 
liberating for the readers – to permanently set them free from this type of insidious oppression.

Watchman Nee attributes  the force behind this  demonic oppression as originating in  the power of  a 
person’s soul, which the enemy ‘hooks into’. He experienced the same phenomenon that Denis and I  
have,  and  again  the  source  was  a  group  of  Christians  ‘praying’ for  him.  In  his  book  he  gives  this  
description from his experience:

“Someone...may direct  his  prayers  instead towards the  person for  whom he prays.  This  too is  most  
dangerous. Suppose you have a friend who is over two thousand miles away from you. You pray for him,  
asking God, as the case might be, to either revive him in the Word or to save him. Instead of directing  
your prayer towards God, you concentrate on your thought, your expectation, and your wish and send  
them out to your friend as a force. Your prayer is like a bow which shoots your thought, desire and wish  
as arrows towards your friend. He will be so oppressed by this force that he will do exactly what you have  
asked for. You may think your prayer is answered. But let me tell you, it is not God who answers your  
prayer, for you have not prayed to Him. It is merely an answer to a prayer which you directed towards  
your friend.

Someone claims his prayer is answered because, says he, “I have piled prayers on my friend.” Indeed,  
for you prayed towards him, not towards God. Your prayer is answered, but not by God. Even though you  
do not know hypnosis, what you have secretly done has fulfilled the law of hypnotism. You have released  
your psychic force to perform this act. 

Why is this so? Because you have not prayed to the God in heaven; instead your prayers are projected  
towards, piled upon, and laid seige to, the person for whom you pray. In appearance you are praying, but  
in actuality you are oppressing that person with your psychic power. If you use your soul force in praying  
for a certain one—say you pray that he should be at least disciplined if not punished—the prayer of your  
soul force will dart out at him and he will accordingly be sick. This is a fixed principle of the soul. It is as  
sure as the fact that a person will be scorched if he thrusts his finger into fire.

1 – Dennis Cramer (1997) “Breaking Christian Curses: Finding Freedom from Destructive Prayers”, Arrow Publications: Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
USA p:vii
2 – Dennis Cramer (1997) “Breaking Christian Curses: Finding Freedom from Destructive Prayers” p:vi
3 – Dennis Cramer (1997) “Breaking Christian Curses: Finding Freedom from Destructive Prayers” p:vii
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For this reason, we should not pray a prayer that asks that a person be punished if he does not do what is  
expected of him. Such prayer will cause him to suffer, and thus make the one who prayed such a prayer  
the instigator of his woe. If we pray, we should pray to God and not towards man. I personally have  
experienced the ill-effect of such prayer. Several years ago I was sick for over a year. This was due to the  
prayers of five or six persons being piled upon me. The more they prayed, the weaker I became. Finally I  
discovered the cause. I began to resist such prayers, asking God to disengage me from what they had  
prayed for. And so I got well.”4

Jessie Penn-Lewis records a letter from a person who has suffered this soul power oppression:

‘I have just come through a terrible onslaught of the enemy. Hemorrhage, heart affection, 
panting and exhaustion. My whole body is in a state of collapse. It suddenly burst upon 
me while at prayer to pray against all psychic power exercised upon me by (psychic) 
‘prayer’. By faith in the power of the Blood of Christ, I cut myself off from it, and the  
result  was remarkable.  Instantly my breathing became normal, the hemorrhage stopped, 
exhaustion vanished, all pain fled, and life came back into my body. I have been refreshed 
and invigorated ever since. God let me know in confirmation of this deliverance, that my 
condition was  the  effect  of  a  group  of  deceived  souls,  who are  in opposition to  me, 
‘praying’ about me! God had used me to the deliverance of two of them, but the rest are in 
an awful pit...’ 5

Please take this seriously.

We must be careful how we pray for others. The words we use, as well as the spirit or soul source of their  
origin will determine the impact they have on the spirit realm.

Because we have been taught by those in the church the techniques and principles of intercessory prayer,  
it doesn’t mean that they are right. All systems and methods are works of the flesh, even if their origin 
was of the Spirit.

The only true method of  intercessory prayer is to follow the Spirit.

Here’s the key for safety: 

• When praying for others, only speak or declare or decree what Holy Spirit gives you to utter.

This is  not the case when you are talking to the Lord or Father personally about intimate matters, only 
when upholding others in prayer.

Remember: Jesus is our prototype! This is how did he operated:

Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit6, but he only did what he saw 
Father doing7 and he only spoke what he heard Father 
saying8 -  because he only wanted to do Father’s will9.

4 – Watchman Nee (1972) “The Latent Power of The Soul”, Christian Fellowship Publishers, Inc: New York p:46-48
5 – Jessie Penn-Lewis (1968?) “Soul and Spirit”, Overcomer Literature Trust: Poole, Dorset, England p:58. (Also available in the United 
States from Christian Literature Crusade, Fort Washington, Pa.)
6 – Luke 4:1
7 – John 5:19
8 – John 8:28, 38; John 12:49, 50 
9 – John 6:38
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If it’s good enough for the perfect spirit-filled person, it’s good enough for us to do likewise. So lets  
practice his way of doing Kingdom work.

IMPORTANT: The  purpose  of  this  message  is  to  bring  people  into  right  alignment  with  spiritual  
principles. There is no intention to present anything except Kingdom knowledge and mature ways of  
operating. Should fear rise up as a result of read this – kill it like any other fear. Should inadequacy,  
despair or disappointment rise up – practice what I’ve suggested and see what happens.

Laurence
11-11-2014
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