
Good Imaginations

At one time we were lead astray by Bible-believing Christians who told us that our imagination is evil,
because the Bible says so. We checked it out and found the following verse:

Genesis 8:21 (NKJV) – And the LORD smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LORD said in His heart, “I
will never again curse the ground for man’s sake, although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from
his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.

Yes, the Bible does say that our imaginations are evil, but did we do a comprehensive study of the Bible to
find out the full story? No!

Did we ask our King personally to give us his mind on imaginations? No!

So are all imaginations evil? No! Read Katherine Ruonala’s experience: 

“Earlier I  shared the story of how God called me to ministry at  a time when that calling seemed
impossible. He had spoken certain promises over me, and I had been dreaming about them. I saw
fireballs  going  out  over  congregations,  people  getting  up  out  of  wheelchairs,  miraculous  healings
taking place, and people getting saved. And I saw myself preaching on a platform, which really didn’t
seem likely for me as a woman or for the circumstances I was in at the time. But I realized that God had
brought me to a place where He was inviting me to dream—to let the vision of His calling fill my heart
and take my mind into daydreams about my destiny.

As I began to daydream, I would decree and declare God’s faithfulness. “I know You are faithful, Lord,”
I would say again and again. “I believe You will fulfill Your promises to me. I don’t understand it, and I
can’t see it in the natural realm, but I am choosing to trust what You are speaking to me. I will preach
the gospel. I will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover. I declare that I will travel all around the
world to preach the gospel and see people come to know You. You will confirm Your word.”

I would walk around and say these things out loud. I’d write songs about God’s promises. And even
though it seemed like such a stretch to say these things and dream about them, I learned that this is
what God wants from us. He doesn’t want us to hold our visions as vague pictures and secret longings
in our hearts. He wants us to hold them clearly before our eyes.

Many people are afraid to do this  because they don’t  want to produce something out of their  own
imaginations. But as we’ve seen, our imagination isn’t inherently bad; it’s neutral. It’s a blank screen
waiting for someone to write on it. It can be written on by us, by the enemy, or by God. And many times
that’s how God speaks to us. He cultivates visions in our hearts and invites us to step into them. When
we ask Him to fill us with His will for our lives, He may write it on the screen of our imagination. It isn’t
a one-dimensional screen but a fully interactive experience with Him. He wants us to see the dreams
and step into them, walk around in them, speak them out, and say, ‘Lord, I believe’.” 1

Read the rest of the chapter in her book to find out the fabulous results.
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