
Grab Hold with Both Hands

In his book “All Things New”, John Eldredge focusses on our hope. The hope of eternal life, back here on
Earth, with everything restored to it’s pristine Garden of Eden state. This is truly something to enliven our
imaginations and instil hope in any believer. 

John describes the effect of this hope in this way:

“If you woke each morning and your heart leapt with hope, knowing that the renewal of all things was
just around the corner—might even come today—you would be one happy person. If you knew in every
fiber of your being that nothing is lost, that everything will be restored to you and then some, you
would be armored against discouragement and despair. If your heart's imagination were filled with
rich expectations of all the goodness coming to YOU, your confidence would be contagious, you would
be unstoppable, revolutionary.

Friends—don't you let anyone or anything cheat YOU of this hope; it is your spiritual lifeline. You
have barely begun to take hold of it. Do not let anything diminish the beauty, power, and significance
of this hope above all hopes. Jesus lived the way he did in this world, for this world, because his hope
was set beyond this world; that is the secret of his life. "Study how he did it. Because he never lost
sight  of  where  he  was  headed—that  exhilarating  finish  in  and  with  God—he  could  put  up  with
anything along the way: Cross, shame, whatever. And now he's there,  in the place of honor, right
alongside God" 1.

Oh yes, we need to make this practical. We need to take this hope so seriously we sell everything to
buy this  field.  We must make this  utterly real and tangible,  so that over time our souls are truly
anchored  by  it.  Of  all  things  we  could  do  that  would  be  the  most  practical,  that  has  the  most
staggering implications.” 2

However, in the Kingdom, our focus every day is to be this: the King and his Kingdom; our sonship as
rightful heirs of the planet (right now); and partnering with Heaven as we go about Father’s business. This
set  of  focusses  (foci)  should  be  enough  to  keep  depression  ‘at  bay’,  our  mind  on  the  job  and  our
enthusiasm pumping.

Focussing on the restoration of all things has it’s value in encouraging us, but that is nothing compared 
to God’s present direction for those who are brave enough – the unveiling the sons of God on the 
Earth. Want to be part of that restoration? Now that’s exhilarating!

Laurence
14-1-2018
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)

COPYRIGHT
Quotes are the copyright of their authors.

This document is free to copy, republish and distribute, but only ‘as is’. It is free to quote from at length.
All Canberra Forerunners' documents are licensed under

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License

1 – Hebrews 12:2 (THE MESSAGE)
2 – John Eldredge (2017) “All Things New” Thomas Nelson  p:200-201
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