
Do We Need an Anointing?

If we are sons of the Kingdom and we have the Spirit of God in us1, do we need an anointing to fulfil our
assignments and bring about Father’s plans on Earth?

The starting point to answer this question is to understand what anointing is before deciding if it’s needed.

(1) Old Testament

We first  come across  anointing  in  the  OT where  it  means  to  pour  oil  (called  ‘anointing  oil’2)  over
something3 or  someone4 to  signify  that  they  were  acceptable  to  God  and  set  apart  to  serve  him
(consecrated)5. This anointing oil was considered holy by God.6

Having been anointed, the item was considered holy7 and the person was referred to as an ‘anointed one’8.
For the person, it was a result of being anointed that Holy Spirit came upon them and they performed at a
higher spiritual level.9 This was also the case with Jesus10, but not for everyone11.

OT Summary: Anointing meant consecrated (set apart and holy to God). Sometimes there was a spiritual
enhancement coming from being anointed.

(2) New Testament

What are the references to anointing in the NT?

There are more than one word in the Greek that are translated ‘anoint’ or ‘anointing’ in English Bibles.
This causes a great deal of confusion.

One Greek word used for ‘anoint’ is  chriō/egchriō meaning ‘to smear with oil’ or ‘rub with oil’.12 The
word was also used mean ‘to consecrate’ a person for service to God.13 Another is aleiphō meaning ‘to oil
with perfume’.14 The third is  chrisma which means ‘an ointment’, ‘smearing’. Figuratively it means an
‘unction’ (i.e. a ‘special endowment from Holy Spirit’).15 

Rub in Oil (  chri  ō  )  

John 9:6 (NKJV) – When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the
saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. 

Revelation 3:18 (NKJV) – I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich;
and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; 

Luke 4:18 (NKJV) – “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the
gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And

1 – Romans 8:9
2 – Leviticus 8:10
3 – e.g. High Priest’s garments (Exodus 29:21); Temple utensils (Leviticus 8:11, Numbers 7:1)
4 – e.g. Aaron as High Priest (Exodus 29:7); Saul as king (1 Samuel 10:1); David as king (1 Samuel 16:13)
5 – Leviticus 8:12; 16:32
6 – Numbers 35:25; Exodus 30:25
7 – Exodus 40:9
8 – 1 Samuel 2:10; 1 Chronicles 16:22 (Jesus: Psalm 132:17; Cyrus: Isaiah 45:1)
9 – 1 Samuel 10:11; 16:13; 
10 – Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 7:22)
11 – e.g. Cyrus: Isaiah 45:1
12 – John 9:6; Revelation 3:18
13 – Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38; 4:27; Hebrews 1:9; 2 Corinthians 1:21
14 – Mark  6:13; 16:1; Matthew 6:17; Luke 7:46; James 5:14
15 – 1 John 2:20; 2:27
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recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed;

Acts 4:27-28 (NKJV) – “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together to do whatever
Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. 

Acts 10:38 (NKJV) – how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 

2 Corinthians 1:21 (NKJV) – Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is
God, 

Hebrews 1:8-9 (NKJV) – But to the Son He says:
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. You
have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the
oil of gladness more than Your companions.”16

and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 

Oil with Perfume   (  aleiphō  )  

Matthew 6:17 (NKJV) – But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 

Mark 6:12-13 (NKJV) – So [John’s disciples] went out and preached that people should repent. And
they cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick, and healed them.

Mark 16:1 (NKJV) – Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James,
and Salome bought spices, that they might come and anoint Him. 

Luke 7:46 (NKJV) – You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with
fragrant oil. 

James 5:14 (NKJV) – Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 

Unction (  chrisma  )  

This is the ‘anointing’ that is used by Charismatics to refer to a spiritual gifting or ability.

1 John 2:20-21 (NKJV) – But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. I
have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is
of the truth.

1 John 2:27 (NKJV) – But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do
not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is
true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.

(3) Today

What most spiritually inclined believers mean by ‘anointing’ is  charisma (hence charisma-tic), which
relates to an increase in gifting and ability which the Spirit can bring to a person. It is often referred to as
‘full of the Spirit’17 or ‘in the power of the Spirit’. For example: Jesus received the Spirit as a man when
he was baptised;18 was filled with the Spirit at that time;19 but later, after coming through a process of

16 – Psalm 45:6-7
17 – Luke 1:15, 41, 67
18 – Luke 3:22
19 – Luke 4:1
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temptation, he was empowered to a level where he had the ability to achieve Father’s purposes and plans.

Luke 4:14 (NKJV) – Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went
out through all the surrounding region. 

IMPORTANT: Any anointing mentioned in the NT prior to the outpouring of the Spirit on the day of
Pentecost20 is pre-NC (New Covenant). It was an OC anointing which is not the same situation as it is for
us today and can’t be used as a proof-text for NC spiritual activity.

With  the  NC, being filled  with  the  Spirit21 is  a  permanent  thing,  not  transient  as  it  was  in  the OC.
However, our understanding can be confused as to whether ‘filled with the Spirit’ or ‘full of the Spirit’ is
an initial infilling, or a boost some time later for a particular task. There is no clear-cut differentiation
between these.

So, the Epistles are not definitive to enable the question to be answered accurately. 

What we do know is that Jesus said Holy Spirit would be in us.22 Paul confirmed that this is the case,23 as
does James24. Because of the Trinity, Paul also states that Christ (the Messiah) is in us.25

It is the Spirit who empowers us (anoints us) to do the work, signs, wonders and miracles.26

From our experience (experientially) we know that we can quench the Spirit27 so he can’t work through us
in full power. We can even prevent him from doing anything. The Spirit must be honoured and allowed to
have free rein in our lives for him to fully manifest what he is capable of in a person. This is why revivals
wax and wane – it’s the people’s fault, not the Spirit’s. 

Some say that the fullness of the god-head is in us. Is this true? 

Actually, this is an inference. It is using the statement about Christ in Colossians and extrapolating it
logically to us.

Colossians 2:9-10  (AMP) – For in Him all the fullness of Deity (the Godhead) dwells in bodily form
[completely expressing the divine essence of God]. And in Him you have been made complete [achieving
spiritual stature through Christ], and He is the head over all rule and authority [of every angelic and
earthly power]. 

If we have Christ in us and he has all the fullness of the God-head, then we have all that potential in us.
If that’s the case, then ‘the sky’s the limit’ – we can do anything28 and more than Jesus did29.

One thing that comes from Paul in 1 Timothy is that we have an anointing that is referred to as a ‘gift’30.
The word ‘gift’ there is translated from charisma. This is a spiritual gifting for a specific purpose31. In the
case of the 5 ascension gifts32 (doma) the specific anointing is often referred to as a ‘mantle’33. These gifts

20 – Acts 2
21 – Acts 4:8, 31; 6:3, 5: 7:55; 9:17; 11:24; 13:9, 52; Ephesians 5:18
22 – John 14:17
23 – Romans 8:9, 11; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Timothy 1:14
24 – James 4:5
25 – Romans 8:10
26 – Romans 15:19 (see Luke 4:14 also)
27 – 1 Thessalonians 5:19
28 – Philippians 4:13
29 – John 14:12
30 – 1 Timothy 4:14; 2 Timothy 1:6
31 – Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-9; 1 Peter 4:10
32 – Ephesians 4:7-11 (1 Corinthians 12:28-31)
33 – After Elisha picking up Elijah’s mantle and also Elijah putting his mantle on Elisha when he selected him.
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differ between believers according to the grace that is given to them34 – i.e. what the Lord has planned for
them to do.35 These anointed gifts are for the ekklesia36 so they can function spiritually without lack37, it is
not for them personally. These spiritual gifts can can be imparted (transferred) by the laying on of hands 38

by an apostolic or specifically anointed person.

(4) Answer

Yes, we do need an anointing, a spiritual gift, to do what we need to do. However, generally, we all have
the same Spirit living in us, so we are all capable of operating at the maximum power output. This is
qualified by the following: That we allow the Spirit freedom to do what he wants; that we don’t quench
his ‘fire’; that we are trusted by our experience with the power; that we align with Heaven and only use
the power when and where we are shown; and that we allow the Spirit to have full control in our lives.
Without  these qualifications,  little  or nothing can happen,  even though the Spirit  of the Living God
resides in us as sons.

Laurence
9-4-2018
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)

COPYRIGHT
Quotes are the copyright of their authors/publishers. Graphics are copyright of their creators.

This document is free to copy, republish and distribute, but only ‘as is’. It is free to quote from at length.
All Canberra Forerunners' documents are licensed under

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License

34 – Romans 12:6
35 – 1 Corinthians 7:7
36 – Ephesians 4:7-16; 1 Corinthians 1:7; 12:28-31
37 – 1 Corinthians 1:4-7
38 – Romans 1:11; 1 Timothy 4:14; 2 Timothy 1:6
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