
First the Natural and then the Spiritual: Really?

I keep hearing Christians quote the statement “first the natural and then the spiritual” as though it is a
Kingdom or spiritual principle.  It  was taught be a few, originally,  but it  has been taken up as a fait
accompli among the charismatics and pentecostals.

But is it what it’s inferred to be?

The reference for this statement is this:

1 Corinthians 15:46 (NKJV) – …the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual…

Of course, what is quoted is a modern paraphrase of the verse.

But here’s the important point: The statement is taken out of context because Paul is talking about the
sequence of a person’s life and their resurrection. A person lives as a human in a body and when they die
they are a spirit. This is the crux of the context. 

Here’s the context:

1 Corinthians 15:42-50 (AMPC1) – So it is with the resurrection of the dead. [The body] that is sown
is  perishable  and  decays,  but  [the  body]  that  is  resurrected  is  imperishable  (immune  to  decay,
immortal).  It  is  sown in dishonor and humiliation;  it  is  raised in  honor and glory.  It  is  sown in
infirmity and weakness; it  is resurrected in strength and endued with power.  It  is sown a natural
(physical) body; it is raised a supernatural (a spiritual) body. [As surely as] there is a physical body,
there is  also a spiritual  body.  Thus it  is  written,  The first  man Adam became a living being (an
individual personality); the last Adam (Christ) became a life-giving Spirit [restoring the dead to life].
But it is not the spiritual life which came first, but the physical and then the spiritual. The first man
[was] from out of earth, made of dust (earthly-minded); the second Man [is] the Lord from out of
heaven. Now those who are made of the dust are like him who was first made of the dust (earthly-
minded); and as is [the Man] from heaven, so also [are those] who are of heaven (heavenly-minded).
And just as we have borne the image [of the man] of dust, so shall we and so let us2 also bear the
image [of the Man] of heaven. But I tell you this, brethren, flesh and blood cannot [become partakers
of eternal salvation and] inherit or share in the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable (that which
is decaying) inherit or share in the imperishable (the immortal).

So, the context is about our resurrection as spirit beings,  and this is the only place it is referred to in
scripture. Therefore, it cannot be justified as a spiritual principle unless the Lord reveals it to many
reliable  believers.  Then  it  can  be  used  authoritatively,  but  until  then  it  is  an  error  –  actually  a
presumption.
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1 –  Amplified Bible, Classic Edition
2 – Many ancient manuscripts read “let us”.
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