
God the Creator Artist

Alison Bown, writes in the prologue of her book, “The Image” that she was fascinated with Ansel Adams’
photograph titled ‘Monolith: The Face of Half Dome’ which was in her office. She couldn’t fathom why
she was captivated by the picture,
but  this  was  cleared  up  when
veteran  workshop  instructor
dropped in for a visit. During the
interaction she commented on the
photograph,  to  which  the  man
remarked,  “You  know the  story,
don’t  you?”  She  didn’t,  so  he
recounted  it  for  her,  something
like this:

“In  1927,  Adams  produced  his
first  portfolio  in  his  new  style
Parmelian  Prints  of  the  High
Sierras,  which  included  his
famous image Monolith, the Face
of  Half  Dome,  taken  with  his
Korona view camera using glass
plates  and  a  dark  red  filter  (to
heighten the tonal contrasts). On that excursion, he had only one plate left, and he "visualized" the effect
of the blackened sky before risking the last image. He later said, "I had been able to realize a desired
image: not the way the subject appeared in reality but how it  felt to me and how it must appear in the
finished print".”1 What he had done was to take a photograph that didn’t exist – except in his imagination.

The story of the photographer and his photograph had a message for Alison. She recounts it this way:

“It had indeed been a good story, but I had no idea of the deposit that God had just made into my
spirit about His higher ways…God had already envisioned my life before I was ever born. But how did
God imagine my life to be? What was the image of me that He saw? And how could I see myself that
way on earth?

As I contemplated the story that I had heard years before, the Holy Spirit  smiled— and began to
unwrap how His ways were so like the photograph I adored. God could see my identity clearly, but
there was a process of development until I could see myself from His perspective.

Even though the current circumstances of my life left me unclear about my future, could it be that this
was exactly the process of development I needed to become who God had always seen me to be? Was it
possible that while my familiar religious rule book appeared to be evaporating, His truth was coming
into  focus  more  than  ever  before?  Could  God  have  wisely  allowed  what  He  could  have  easily
prevented, knowing that the enemy’s own plans for my destruction were the very ingredients needed to
develop the image of me that He had always seen to be true?… 

The truth of God’s real nature and the reality of who He sees me to really be has become clearer over
time, and yet there is much I have yet to comprehend. It’s  good that the process itself holds such
immense riches, not just the outcome… 

Our lives are God’s masterpiece. The way we are known in heaven is His reality. Who we come from is
greater than what we’ve come through. God deeply enjoys our process of development, as we perceive
more clearly the loving, imaginative Master Creator that He is; drawing out the beautiful image of us
that He sees, until we can see it too. As His image of us continues to emerge in our hearts, our lives
become an evidence of His creative genius, unchanging love, and empowering grace.

1 – Wikipwedia (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ansel_Adams)
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PHOTO: Half Dome, Yosemite National Park. By Starlingjon at English Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7238630

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ansel_Adams


We are meant to be masterpieces that fully reflect who God really is, while uniquely expressing who He
created us to be: a labor of love that people find themselves drawn to and ask: “Who is this Master
Artist? And does He have an image of me like that?”

God imagined our lives before time ever was. He sees us from a heaven-based vantage point that is
timeless,  elevated,  and glorious in  Christ.  Our journey is  not a recent event to  Him. The God of
eternity is not dashing about, wondering what He’s going to do now based on our most recent crisis.
Your story is already written—and God is an excellent writer.” 2

Enjoy your process of transformation so you can get to your wonderful destiny quicker.

Laurence
(Shared by Peter)
20-10-2018
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)

COPYRIGHT
Quotes are the copyright of their authors.

Free graphics are from www.clker.com & free photos are from commons.wikimedia.org.
This document is free to copy, republish and distribute, but only ‘as is’. It is free to quote from at length.

All Canberra Forerunners' documents are licensed under
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License

2 – “The Image” p:19-21
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