
THE WOMAN AT THE WELL 
I would like to relate to you part of this wonderful passage from John 14. 

Jesus has been in Judea with his disciples for a while somewhere near 
Jerusalem. Jesus knew the pharisees were getting agitated because of his 
growing popularity. He decided it was time to go to Galilee anyway. The 
next morning he told his disciples to pack up and get ready to hit the road. 
They presumed he would go the normal easy way which was following the 
valley. He said to them “Do you guys want to go the easy way or the hard 
way?” They all knew by this that he had decided to go the hard way which 
was the mountainous way through Samaria. Every Jew knew the 
Samaritans hated them and most Jews avoided going by this route.  
After about four hours they reached the village of Sychar. It was about 
midday and it was hot. Jesus was sweaty and tired so he sat in the shade by 
Jacob’s well to rest. The disciples went into town to buy lunch. Some KFC 
or Big Mac’s Samaritan style. Soon a Samaritan woman came to the well 
to draw water. Now, it was the custom for the local women to draw water 
early in the day but she came at midday because the town women were 
bitchy and had a set against her. Jesus asked her for a drink. The woman 
was surprised that a Jew would ask a Samaritan for anything…particularly 
a Samaritan woman. Usually they wouldn’t even speak to them! And she 
remarked about this to Jesus as she drew water and gave him a drink. He 
smiled and said to her “But you do not know who I am? And you do not 
know God’s great gift for you. But if you did you would ask me for a drink 
and I would give you living water! She laughed. She liked this guy. “But 
you don’t even have a bucket and this well is very deep.” Jesus said “Yes I 
understand that, but the water I can give you is a spring of living water and 
you will never ever be thirsty again.” “Please Sir” the woman said “give 
me some of this water, then I won’t have to come out here very day.” 

This is where the story gets interesting. 
Jesus said to her “Go and get your husband.” The woman replied “I don’t 
have a husband.” Jesus waited till he had her full attention. “All too true!  
“For you have had five husbands and you aren’t even married to the man 
you’re living with now!” This was getting serious she thought. Time to 
change the subject. “You must be a prophet? So, tell me why do you Jews 



say Jerusalem is the only place to worship God?” Jesus did not answer her 
question directly but said, “A time is coming…and in fact it has now 
arrived when you can worship God anywhere you like. How about that? 
You see the father seeks worshippers who will worship him in spirit and in 
truth.” This conversation was getting a bit over her head and she would 
have liked to get away and call it a day. But in response she said to Jesus “I 
know that the Messiah is coming. They call him the Christ. And when he 
comes he will explain everything to us.” 
She was standing but now sat down next to him on the well wall. Looking 
into her eyes Jesus said “ The guy you are looking at is that man. I am the 
Messiah!” Whoa! 

Time to get personal. 
  
Imagine yourself in this situation. How would you react if you bumped 
into a guy at the local shops and after chatting to him for a while he 
suggested you have a coffee with him. Over coffee he told you truths about 
yourself that only you knew and then told you he was Jesus. Then 
vanished leaving you sitting on your tod.  
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