
Mind Renewal is a Maturing Process

Paul wrote that “we have the mind of Christ”1. A large number of Christians state this as a type of mantra
and back it up by their other mantra, “The Word of God says”. But – and that’s a big but – how many of
them that claim it do actually operate with that mind? This is the mind of the King of all things who
oversees the universe he created. No one that I’ve ever met can operate this way. This is not unusual
because these same people have Holy Spirit ‘living’ inside them but the way they operate is through their
soul and mind, not the Spirit. Something is out of kilter somewhere.

This  appears  to  be  incongruous,  but  that’s  because  we misunderstand the role  humans have in  their
interaction with the spirit realm. That’s because we are autonomous. We’ve been given the freedom to
make choices because that’s the way we were created as sons of the Most High God and that freedom
remains despite being in a fallen body. (Remember how Adam and Eve were given choices right at the
start of humanity’s existence?) The reality is this: Jesus is the prototype who we’re meant to become
when we are spiritually reborn2. You see, our ‘rebirth’ is instantaneous, but from there on we have to learn
about living simultaneously in the spirit realm and natural realm and how to become fully fledged sons,
like Jesus of Nazareth. This is a maturing process3 that can take all our lives, with most of us never
making it past the new-born stage. Most Christians don’t understand this because it’s not taught to them
from the pulpit as the reality of living in the Kingdom.

Getting back to “the mind of Christ”, Paul actually states that we have to go through a process to renew
our minds.4 So, using a balanced understanding of scripture it’s easy to see that an instantaneous perfect
mind is not what happens. The Amplified translation makes this quite plain:

Romans 12:2 (AMP) – And do not be conformed to this world [any longer with its
superficial values and customs], but be transformed and progressively changed
[as you mature spiritually] by the renewing of your mind [focusing on godly
values and ethical attitudes], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what the
will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His plan and
purpose for you].

Notice the rest of the verse. It expresses this: If we want to know the will of God then we need to mature
so that we think his thoughts, with his mind, not ours.

Bill Johnson taught on this in his video message ‘Be Transformed By Renewing Of Your Mind’5. Let’s
have a read of what he said as we look at segments of the transcript of this teaching.

“We are transformed in our lives as our minds are renewed. But, a transformed mind transforms a life;
a transformed person transforms a city. Many people experience miracles. They pray. They see great
things happen in their life but they never adjust their way of thinking to accommodate the miraculous
as a lifestyle. I don't just mean that they're able to pray for the sick and see miracles happen – that
happens a lot  throughout  history.  But  what  happens if  we fail  to  think and to see from a divine
perspective? Then we're always fighting an uphill battle to get breakthrough.”

Repentance is involved in this maturity process. Repentance actually means to change the way we think.
This change is us deliberately shifting to think our King’s way, not our own. Repentance is not emotional
change, or anything to do with grieving because of sin. Unfortunately that’s what we have been taught,
and it really creates an impasse that prevents us from wanting to change our minds.

“Look at it this way Jesus said, “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” Change the way you
think because I brought my world with me. Unless you change your perspective on reality you'll be this
close to what I brought but never see it. Most Christians repent enough to get forgiven, but not enough

1 – 1 Corinthians 2:16
2 – John 3:5-6
3 – Ephesians 4:13, 15
4 – Romans 12:2
5 – Bill Johnson (19 Feb 2019) ‘Be Transformed By Renewing Of Your Mind’ [0:55-12:38]       www.youtube.com/watch?v=ct8ymoY7Jr4 
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to see the Kingdom. Repentance from dead works, faith towards God, it's “from” and “unto”. So,
repentance then is this shift in perspective. It's seeing through God's eyes from his perspective. The
renewed mind is continuous repentance.6” 

This renewing of the mind is a Kingdom focus which we have to actively put in place because the world
system is constantly pulling us into the direction of that mindset.

“So what does the scripture say? It says, “Don't be conformed to this world but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind”. Why? That we can prove the will of God. The renewed mind proves the will of
God.”

This word ‘prove’ is an archaic rendering of the Greek word  dokimazō.  It  means in this instance ‘to
recognise as genuine after examination, to approve, deem worthy’7, not ‘to prove’, as in “prove it” as a
person might say. The Passion Translation interprets this properly:

Romans 12:2 (TPT) – Stop imitating the ideals and opinions of the culture
around you, but be inwardly transformed by the Holy Spirit through a total
reformation of how you think. This will empower you to discern God’s will as
you live a beautiful life, satisfying and perfect in his eyes.

So, what is the will of God? What’s it like? How do we know when we have it? Well, when we have a
matured spiritual mind, we’ll know it quite easily.

“The best definition for the will of God in Scripture is in the prayer that Jesus gave to his disciples to
pray. He didn't just give words to pray, he gave an approach. He gave a list of priorities. He gave a
perspective. It starts with “Our Father who art in Heaven hallowed be your name your Kingdom
come”. Your dominion come. “Your will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.” So, what is the will of
God on Earth as it is in Heaven? Any area of life that doesn't mirror the reality of Heaven is an
inferior reality and he wants to change it.”

How does a renewed mind help with us knowing the will of God?

“What does the renewed mind do? It proves that. It demonstrates the reality of his world that it’s
superior to this one. The answer isn't to die and go to Heaven. I'm thankful that day is coming, but he
actually  provided  a  gospel  that  brings  immediate  transformation  to  broken  situations,  now.  The
renewed mind draws upon that reality and is able to demonstrate the will of God now. It's the reason
you're alive. Getting you to Heaven isn't that hard. Getting Heaven into us is a greater challenge.
Enabling us to demonstrate all around us, through our words, our actions, our touch or our ministry,
our affection or love for people, to demonstrate what his will looks like, that is a greater challenge.

The Lord gave us this assignment. I believe it's the greatest of all commissions: On Earth as it is in
Heaven. Every other commission that’s given in scripture, from heal the sick, raise the dead, to go into
all the world preach the gospel, all those things are expressions of this one primary mandate: On
Earth as it is in Heaven. And it's the renewed mind that is able to demonstrate, to put on display, to
reveal, what the heart of God is.”

When we know God’s will and align with it we are more accurate in our ambassadorial assignment to
perfectly represent our King on Earth.

“I personally think the greatest missing element in the consciousness of humanity is concerning the
goodness of God. It is the believer that lives with continuous renewed mind who is able to demonstrate
the goodness of God. When you and I pray this prayer: On Earth as it is in Heaven – your will be done
on Earth as it is in Heaven – we are not just praying, “God there's no poverty in Heaven, so let there
be no poverty here.” That's a good example, but it's bigger than that. We're not just praying, “God
there's no cancer in Heaven so there shouldn't be cancer here.” That's a very legitimate expression of
that prayer, but it's much bigger than that.”

6 – We live a repentant lifestyle
7 – www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G1381/dokimazo.htm 
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We are unable to move towards expressing the mind of our King while ever we continue our life-long
activity of agreeing with the enemy. This is another incongruity, but it’s the habit of every Christian,
because we don’t fully come out of the world system.

“You see, Heaven has none of those ailments there because there's no one there that will agree with
what the devil has to say. The enemy has no authority, would you agree. Jesus said, “All authority is
given to me”, speaking of himself. “All authority is given to me”, which means there's someone out
there who has no authority. So where does he get his authority from. He has to get it from someone
who has. Who did Jesus give authority to? You and me. So what does he do? He talks until we agree.

We need to train ourselves to think and speak with a Kingdom mindset. This requires a radical paradigm
shift  so  we  are  able  to  think  from  Heaven’s  point  of  view.  This  isn’t  easy  if  we  haven’t  been
deprogrammed of religion and legalism because these will always want to reassert themselves due to our
indoctrination in the religious system.

“When we pray this prayer, “Your Kingdom come, your will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven”,
we're actually praying for the reality of that world, the values of that world. Let me use a popular term
‘the  culture’ of  that  world  to  affect  ‘the  culture’ of  this  world.  See,  in  Heaven  every  person  is
celebrated for who they are, without anyone stumbling over who they are not. If you discover who God
made you to be you, will never want to be anyone else. You are perfectly designed to represent him
uniquely, in a way that no one else can equal. Heaven has a culture, a value system, and if we could
reduce it down to one primary value, Heaven itself is a presence-based culture. There's nothing in
Heaven that is separate from him. 

It's  difficult  to wrap our heads around this,  but in a sense,  he himself  is  Heaven because there's
nothing in Heaven separate from him. Everything in Heaven is connected to the manifested presence of
God. Everything thrives because of the presence of God. Every heart is anchored in the presence of
God.  There's  absolute  perfect  communion,  fellowship.  So,  when  we  pray,  “On  Earth  as  it  is  in
Heaven”, we are actually saying, “God so impact how I see life, how I do life, that I mirror the value
system of your world.” Or, “Your presence is the number one factor in my life.” It is due north on the
compass. It's that reference point from which everything else is measured.

One of the essentials to being reprogrammed is to prefer to be in the Lord’s presence instead of in the
world system. We have to live in the world, but it’s the world system (the one under the control of people
and the enemy) which is contrary to the Kingdom mindset. Actually, submitting to the world’s values
places us at odds with God8 because the world system is not in any way part of the Kingdom.

The spirit-filled life we know is a life of power. We know the biblical expressions and definitions of the
spirit-filled life, but in many ways it's measured by how we value the presence of God… 

There's two scriptures: Do not grieve the Holy Spirit; Do not quench the Holy Spirit. Those are the
safety railings that we have on this journey. We are in a relational journey with God the Almighty and
in this journey it's a challenging journey. It is not for the faint of heart. It is a summons from God
himself to pursue the extreme with him and to co-labour with him to see Jesus once again manifested
in the Earth through us, through his people. And these safety railings, one is “grieve not the spirit”,
the other is “quenched not the spirit”. 

“Grieve not” has to do with sin. It's sin of attitude, of action, of plan, of ambition. Don't grieve him.
Don't plan or do something that's wrong, as it violates his heart for you. He loves us too much to allow
us to  stumble into  things  that  destroy us.  He never  gives  us  commandments  that  forbid us  to  do
something out of punishment. It's always for our absolute best. It's where we thrive. It's because that's
what love does. Love keeps us from things that would cause self-destruction, causes us to miss our
destiny, our purpose. 

The other side is  “quenched”.  Quenched means to stop the flow. Quench is  not  doing something
wrong, it's the failure to do what's right. And this life, this relational journey that we have with the
Lord, has these two safety measures, if you will, these things that we don't want to violate. Our heart,

8 – James 4:4 (TPT)
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as born-again people, is to serve Him and to honour him with everything we are. And it is in our
nature to live with faith. It is in our nature to not want to cross these barriers. This is the renewed
mind. The renewed mind illustrates this [heavenly] world perfectly and is not only capable, but has the
responsibility to demonstrate what his world looks like.” 9

There you have it. The mind is the battle ground where the enemy tries to destroy our faith by distracting
us away from our King, the Kingdom and our desire to be about Father’s business. Having our mind
renewed over an extended period of time requires our full commitment to achieve this, and only then will
we start making strides forward in our sonship.

Laurence
12-3-2020
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)

COPYRIGHT
Quotes are the copyright of their authors.

Free graphics are from www.clker.com & free photos are from commons.wikimedia.org.
This document is free to copy, republish and distribute, but only ‘as is’. It is free to quote from at length.

All Canberra Forerunners' documents are licensed under
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License

9 – YouTube transcript (12-3-2020)

-4-

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/
http://www.clker.com/
http://www.CanberraForerunners.org/

