
If You Believe the Bible is the Word of God, then Live by it!

If you genuinely believe that the Bible is “The Word of God” then you should live by it. There are 2
perspectives on this:

i. If you believe it is inspired, immutable, infallible, inerrant and holy, then you are openly defiant if
you aren’t living by every word of it. 

ii. If you definitely believe you are in the New Covenant, then you shouldn’t be living with one foot
in the Old Covenant and the Law in the way you implement what the Bible contains in the OT.

For those who follow the tradition of sola scriptura (‘The Bible alone’) it must be understood that this
claim means that the Bible is “the sole source of authority for Christian faith and practice”1. That being
the case, it is of paramount importance that they do what the Bible says. Otherwise, their adherence to this
tradition is irrelevant if they take on society’s standards in any way. These Christians also need to live by
every word in the Bible.

To understand the demands of  sola scriptura and ‘The Word of God’, members of either philosophy
should check out the following brief list of NT biblical statements to see if they are adhering to what they
claim to believe regarding the divine authority of the Bible.

Women should:
1. Operate in a gentle and quiet way (1 Peter 3:4)

2. Focus on internal beauty (1 Peter 3:3)

3. Cover their heads when they pray & prophesy (1 Corinthians 11:5-6,9)

4. Remarry if under 60 y.o.a. and widowed – have children & manage the house (1 Timothy 5:14)

5. Mentor younger women in family matters (Titus 2:4-5)

6. Keep quiet in ekklesia meetings (1 Corinthians 14:34)

Women should not:
7. Have authority over men (1 Timothy 2:12)

8. Teach men Kingdom matters (1 Timothy 2:12)

9. Teach at ekklesia meetings2 (1 Timothy 2:12)

10. Hang out gossiping with other women (1 Timothy 5:13)

11. Slander others (Titus 2:3)

Wives should:
12. Submit to their own husband in everything (1 Peter 3:1; Ephesians 5:25-24)

13. Respect their own husbands (Ephesians 5:33)

14. Manage their own house (1 Timothy 5:14)

15. Bear children (1 Timothy 5:14)

16. Meeting the sexual needs her husband – i.e. conjugal rights3 (1 Corinthians 7:3)

17. Stay with their unbelieving husbands (1 Corinthians 7:10-13)

Men should:
18. Not cover their heads when they pray & prophesy (1 Corinthians 11:4,7)

Husbands should:
19. Be the head of the family (1 Corinthians 11:3,7)

20. Keep their households in order (1 Timothy 3:4)

21. Love their wives like Jesus does (Ephesians 5:25)

22. Meeting the sexual needs his wife – i.e. conjugal rights4 (1 Corinthians 7:3)

1 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sola_scriptura 
2 – Inferred in context
3 – This is what the verse means in context (See TPT, AMPC, CEB, ESV, GW, MSG, NLT, RSV,  NRSV, OJB versions)
4 – See footnote #1 above
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Children should:
23. Obey their parents in all things (Ephesians 6:1; Colossians 3:20)

Everyone should:
24. Live by the spirit – not soul, mind or flesh. (Romans 8:1,4,9,12)

25. Be a mystic – managers who are entrusted with God’s mysteries. (1 Corinthians 4:1 [GW translation])

26. Be humble (Colossians 3:12)

27. Be meek (Colossians 3:12)

28. Be long-suffering (Colossians 3:12)

29. Have abundant good works (Ephesians 2:10; Titus 2:14)

30. Be fully accountable for their own lives (Romans 14:12; 1 Peter 4:5)

31. Be busy working at something (2 Thessalonians 3:11-12)

32. Be content in all circumstances and situations (Hebrews 13:5; Philippians 4:11)

33. Lead a quiet life (1 Thessalonians 4:11)

34. Mind their own business (1 Thessalonians 4:11)

Everyone should not:
35. Operate without faith – that’s sin (Romans 14:23)

36. Babble/prate – i.e. idle talk, empty chatter (1 Timothy 1:6; 1 Timothy 6:20-21)

37. Meddling in other people’s affairs (2 Thessalonians 3:11; 1 Timothy 5:13)

38. Tell others how to live their lives (1 Peter 4:15)

39. Force their culture to operate in Christian ways – The 1st century cultural meaning (1 Peter 4:15)

40. Be lazy (1 Timothy 5:13)

41. Keep special days (Galatians 4:9-11)

42. Keep festivals – i.e. holy seasons (Galatians 4:9-11)

43. Swear oaths (Matthew 5:33-35)

44. Pray repetitively – it’s vain/ineffective (Matthew 6:7)

45. Divorce (1 Corinthians 7:11)

46. Be involved in any sexual immorality – includes pornography and how you look at others 
(1 Corinthians 5:1, 11; 6:18; 1 Thessalonians 4:3)

Ungodly non-believer’s behaviour that should not be evident in a believer’s life:5

• unrighteousness
• sexual immorality
• wickedness
• covetousness
• maliciousness
• envy
• murder
• strife
• deceit
• evil-mindedness
• whispering (about others)
• back-biting
• violence
• pride
• boasting
• inventing evil things
• disobedient to parents
• undiscerning
• untrustworthy
• unloving
• unforgiving
• unmerciful

5 – From Romans 1:28-31
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Ungodly behaviour of those who won’t inherit the Kingdom:6

• The unrighteous
• Fornicators
• Idolaters
• Adulterers
• Homosexuals7

• Sodomites8

• Thieves
• The covetous
• Drunkards
• Revilers
• Extortioners

This is only a short list of directives from the NT that Christians must comply with if they belong to the
above mentioned groups.

Quoting the Bible to justify every stance on points of view and justifying the stances by referring to Bible
as ‘The Word of God’ doesn’t carry any weight if the person doesn’t live every piece of God’s ‘Word’.
The hypocrisy is easy to recognise.

Any refusal to comply with what ‘The Word’ states, tantamounts to rebellion, and we know what God
thinks of rebellion.9

The Kingdom Perspective

For those of us who believe the NT is a collection of letters written in the 1st century by spirit-filled
people who had the inspiration of the Spirit, with the purpose of education others, it is a source of very
useful  knowledge.  With  this  understanding,  the  entire  contents  has  to  be  evaluated  in  relation  to  its
cultural context to see what’s not relevant for us in the 21st century, and also its relevance in this new era
of the Kingdom. On top of that, our primary responsibility is to ask for revelation from our King as to the
meaning and relevance of any verse it contains. This is additional to seeking the vast amount of spiritual
information that the NT doesn't contain so we can mature as Father’s sons just like Jesus of Nazareth.
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6 – 1 Corinthians 6:9-10
7 – Male homosexuals. Lesbians are not in the list, but the unrighteous behaviour is identical. 
8 – ‘catamites’: A male prostitute - i.e. those submitting to homosexuals. (Prostitutes and lesbians would also be included here)
9 – 1 Samuel 15:23
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