
Theological Circular Reasoning

Are you familiar with what is known as circular reasoning? 

Also known as circular logic or circular arguing, circular reasoning is: “a logical fallacy in which the
reasoner begins with what they are trying to end with. The components of a circular argument are often
logically valid because if the premises are true, the conclusion must be true. Circular reasoning is not a
formal logical fallacy but a pragmatic defect in an argument whereby the premises are just as much in
need of proof or evidence as the conclusion, and as a consequence the argument fails to persuade.” 1

In simple terms: Circular reasoning is when you attempt to make an argument by beginning with an
assumption that what you are trying to prove is already true.2

Circular reasoning can be demonstrated in logic like this: 

"A is true because B is true; B is true because A is true."

Here’s an example of a fallacious circular argument:   

Wellington is in New Zealand. Therefore, Wellington is in New Zealand.

Here’s another:

Whatever is less dense than water will float, because whatever is less dense than water
will float.

That sounds stupid, but this version of the last one might pass: 

Whatever is less dense than water will float, because such objects won't sink in water.

That sounds less likely to be circular reasoning, but that’s exactly what it is.

Here’s a few more examples so you can see how often people slip into circular reasoning:3

• Women should be able to choose to terminate a pregnancy, so abortion should be
legal.

• I deserve to have a later curfew, so you should let me stay out until 10pm!

• You have to invite Jenna to your party because it would not be nice not to
invite Jenna.

• You have to save enough money to pay your bills each month because bills have
to be paid.

Get the picture? 

We all use circular reasoning on occasions and we don’t know we are doing it.

To put  it  bluntly,  circular  reasoning doesn’t  prove anything.  It’s  primarily  used to  justify  a  person’s
position on something, especially when they want to force their position on others by making a statement
that sounds undeniably factual, when it’s not.

The real difficulty with eliminating circular reasoning comes when it’s complex or if it’s based on firmly
established beliefs. In these situations it’s very difficult to detect, and, it’s very easy to fall into using it.

The classic case of using circular reasoning to justify or prove a belief system is when it’s regularly used
as proof with the Theory of Evolution. I covered this in my book “Unmasking Evolution: The Resource
Book” where I exposed the practice of dating rocks by the fossils in them and also dating fossils by the
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rocks that they are found in. Here’s some quotes from my book by renown scientists pointing out the
fallacious reasoning behind this rock-fossil dating:

“And this  poses something of  a problem: If  we date the rocks  by their  fossils,  how can we then
turnaround and talk about patterns of evolutionary change through time in the fossil record?” 4

"Contrary to what most scientists write, the fossil record does not support the Darwinian theory of
evolution  because  it  is  this  theory  (there  are  several)  which  we  use  to  interpret  the  fossil
record.  By doing so, we are guilty of circular reasoning if we then say the fossil record supports this
theory” 5

“Evolution  simulations  made  for  computers  always  'prove'  evolution  because  the  parameters  on
which the program is based are evolutionary. In other words a program is written with evolutionary
data inserted into it, and then used to prove evolution - a case of circular reasoning.” 6

Here’s a Christian instance of circular reasoning:7

The Bible is true, so you should not doubt the Word of God.

This argument rests on the prior acceptance (called an ‘a priori’ assumption8) that the Bible is true (all
truth). Therefore, it’s circular reasoning. But how often have you heard Christians use expressions just
like that.

Because someone believes something to be true by faith, rather than observational logic, when it is used
as a basis to prove something else it becomes invalid – it’s circular reasoning. This is the case with the
Christian religion because it’s a faith system, just like any other religion. This is why I, and many like me,
call evolution a religion. Why? Because it requires faith to believe it as no one today has eye-witnessed
what happened millions of years ago, and no reliable written or video records were made of it occurring.  

Here’s a situation where circular reason happens with Christian. They believe by faith that the OT is
accurate and true, and then, they use the prophecies in the OT to prove that Jesus really lived in the 1 st

century because he fulfilled those prophecies. On top of that, on another occasion, they will use what
Jesus did to say that the OT is true because Jesus’ life fulfilled the prophesies in it. Can you see the double
circular reasoning in their logic.

Life in the Kingdom is experiential. You experience it every day at one level of another if you are fully
involved  in  it  spiritually  and  naturally.  Sure,  you  come  into  the  Kingdom  by  faith,  but  then  you
experience it and it’s no longer a faith system – it’s a reality. Initially, you must believe by faith that God
exists and that he’s good, but once you start having spiritual encounters, faith is no longer required. 

For this reason, sons should use their experiences in the Kingdom as their anchor against doubt. For
example: Daily hearing from Heaven refreshes and energises you and keeps you firmly on the path of
maturing. Experiencing creates reality. Nothing any one can say can cancel what you’ve experienced, and
skeptics can even experience it for themselves – provided their hearts are open.

Laurence
8-5-2020
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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