
How Legalism Manifests in the Natural

Legalism is  pretty  obvious in a person’s religious  activities,  but it  doesn’t  really identify if  they are
legalistic in character. The way to find that out for yourself is to check what you’re like in the natural.

Here’s some clues to how much you are overtaken by legalism:

• You cannot stand people who don’t follow the law or the rules

• You get ‘up in arms’ when a person gets off when they break the law

• You ‘lose your cool’ with erratic drivers or hoons

There are many, many more, too many to mention.

Here’s an example of an instance when I saw legalism displayed. It isn’t obvious ‘at first glance’, but
that’s what it is.

I  repeatedly  advise  people  who come to  our  house  that  I  leave  the  screen  door  and  front  door
unlocked for them and there’s no need to knock. A person visited our home recently, I’d left the doors
unlocked, but they knocked twice before they entered. I was slow getting to the door after the first
knock because I was trying to finish a sentence on a document I was writing. I greeted them as they
entered the hallway and reminded them that there’s no need to knock. Their face grimaced and they
said, “I give you that courtesy.” I replied, “That’s not required because I let you come into my house
without knocking”. They got really angry, but controlled it, and said, “It’s something I always do”. They
were really ‘ticked off’ that I didn’t follow their rule of knocking, so I directed them to the room we were
to meet in. When they sat down I said, “When people come into my house I give them freedom”. I left it
there and made them their usual ‘cuppa’ tea while they began talking with others. 

This person  is legalistic, their anger at my graciousness proves it. They are unable to handle freedom
that’s  given them when there are laws or rules (a convention in this  case) which they see as taking
precedence over the freedom offered to them under authority. In my house I am the authority in regard to
whoever visits. So, when I negate rules and conventions, that’s my prerogative. That's it, ‘finito’1. 

I do have trouble with Asian family and friends who must take off their shoes when they come into our
house. I tell them they don’t have to, but they refuse – it’s their rule and they can’t break it.

When we have freedom and liberty in the New Covenant,  those who are legalistic cannot handle it.
Somehow it  doesn’t  seem right  to  them.  They  usually  justify  their  resistance  by  referencing  God’s
holiness. Pity. There’s so much freedom available to us. Paul wrote about it in his letters to the first
believers2 Check it out for yourself.
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1 – Italian for ‘complete’, ‘done’ or ‘finished’
2 – 1 Corinthians 6:12; 10:23 (Romans 14:2, 14, 20) 

This is an educational document produced by Canberra Forerunners⭐ ⭐ -1-

http://www.CanberraForerunners.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/
http://www.clker.com/

