
Really Understanding What Sin is from a Spiritual Perspective

[Transcript from an audio recording of my teaching]

To properly understand what sin is, I need to take you back to the Old Testament (OT). Not because that's
the origin of the word, the one that the church system points to as the origin. I’m taking you to the OT so I
can get rid of the mess around what is 'sin', or as we say in Australia, to get rid of a “furphy”. 

There are numerous instances in the OT where people would be told to do something by God and they
either didn’t do it, or they did it incorrectly, or they did it in their own way, and that was counted against
them as sin for which they were punished. In the OT Law, the Torah, if somebody broke those laws or the
ceremonial laws, it was considered a transgression or a sin, depending on the category. This is why the
ritual sacrifices were there so any time a person could offer a blood sacrifice and have a particular sin
forgiven. Also, once a year, the perfect lamb was sacrificed for the sins of the whole nation. This covered
all the unknown sins. So you can see from these examples that if a person disobeyed God, one way or
another, it was considered to be a sin.

Fast-forward to today. In the natural if we tell our children to do something and they don't do it, they ‘get
into trouble’. This could be called ‘sinning against their parents’. Also, if we set rules in the house and the
children don't obey those rules, there is some form of punishment. The level of the penalty depends on
what rule was broken, and how they decided to break it. Again we could consider this as children sinning
against their parents.

In the OT examples and the family examples (above), sin is disobedience. Of course there are references
in the Bible to disobeying God being called ‘sin’, with the consequences being some sort of punishment.
Under the New Covenant (NC), which is the spiritual age we are currently in, how should we see sin? 

REMEMBER: The New Covenant Age began at the time of the sacking of Jerusalem in
70AD when the temple was destroyed and animal sacrifices stopped. This was the end of the
OC and it allowed the blood covenant of Jesus to begin operation.

Unfortunately we see sin from an OT perspective. We see it as breaking the Law. That's because it’s what
we've  been taught  indirectly  or  directly  from the  church.  This  is  why evangelicals  stick  to  the  Ten
Commandments – it’s their guidance for pleasing God. BUT, we're not under the Law, the Torah law. The
only law we're under is the Law of Love (agapē) – the “Royal Law”. So, what really is sin under the NC?

If sin in its essence is disobeying God, and disobeying his laws, then under the NC, if we break the Law
of Love, then we’ve sinned. I know that’s harsh, because every one of us breaks that law every single day
– possibly breaking this law 24/7. Now that's a wake-up call! Let me repeat it. Under the NC we’re only
under one law, the Law of Love. If we break that law at any time, we have sinned against God, we’ve
committed sin.

Let me take you another step forward. If through the Holy Spirit you are prompted to do something and
you don’t do it, is that sin?

If Holy Spirit is part of the Trinity and his job is to bring us messages from the Throne of the King, then
everything that Holy Spirit tells us to do is an instruction from the King that we’re supposed to obey. If
we don’t do it, then we are disobeying God and that’s sin. Now that's HARD. I’d say, everyone of us
would sin on this account also, because, by and large, we don’t do what Holy Spirit wants us to do.

I know these 2 examples from the NC are covered under the Blood, but we need to recognise that they are
both sin. We’ve been taught in the past that sin is identified by big things like, gay lifestyle, theft, murder,
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etc. But there are no gradients of sin as far as God is concerned.1 That’s because sin is basically being
disobedient to either what we know he has said to us or what he's told us to do. We must get that. There’s
no escaping it.

Let me give you a better understanding of sin via a number of different perspectives:

1. God is righteous (The OT term for that is ‘holy’) – If we are sons, then we are to be holy because
Father is holy. We know that’s impossible because we live in our natural bodies and in a ‘fallen’
world. This is why Jesus’s blood sacrifice was undertaken, to cover the sin that arises from these.
But, our obligation is to be holy even though we are already consecrated by the Blood. To put it in
NC terms, we’re supposed to think righteously, speak righteously, and do things righteously,  and
relate to the Trinity righteously. That's because anything we do unrighteously is unholy and therefore
we are sinning because we’re not being righteous or holy as we’re supposed to be.

2. What things are unrighteous? – As God is righteous, then anything that is outside of what he does,
or what he would approve of us if he was standing right next to us, in unrighteous. By that I mean,
just think of a child and a parent: The parent is there supervising the child, and because of the fear of
punishment, the child will normally do what the parent wants (referring to a compliant child of
course). They know what their  parents wants them to do and to say, and if  they do it,  they are
complying with their parent's wishes. 

As Father’s sons, our job is to do the same thing. Consider he’s standing right next us, everything we
think, do and say, and our heart attitudes, must get his approval. In that way we will be doing what’s
righteous. Anything outside of that is unrighteous. 

Now, there’s a caveat here. There are a lot of things outside of the Kingdom that are righteous, so we
have to be careful not to consider these as unrighteous. For example: life is righteous because God
created it. Being alive is righteous because he gave us life. Helping others is righteous because we've
been told by Jesus to do good works. Eating food is righteous because we were given food to eat and
instructed what to eat. Wearing clothes, having a home, driving a car, all these are righteous. They
become unrighteous when we use them the wrong way. We already know this because guns are
righteous in themselves. There’s nothing wrong with a gun as a piece of machinery. But, if we use a
gun to kill a person, or to intimidate someone, or to hit someone over the head with it, the action
becomes unrighteous because of what we do with it. The gun never becomes unrighteous, only how
it is used. The same with cars.  They are a mode of transport,  but they can kill  people.  There’s
nothing wrong with cars, it’s how we drive them that’s the problem. 

3. Right or righteous – We also have to be careful that we choose righteousness over whatever the
world calls ‘right’. That’s because the world system belongs to the Kingdom of Darkness,2 not the
Kingdom of Heaven. We have to  make sure that the things we do aligns with the Kingdom of
Heaven, not the world system, if Heaven has a higher standard in that matter. This was brought
home to me in the 1980s. Suffice to say, I was doing something that was right, but the King spoke to
my spirit and said, “I want you to do what’s righteous, not what’s right”. You see, Heaven has higher
standards than us. Whatever we do that is unrighteous, that’s sin – or what we say, for that matter. 

4. Missing the standard of Heaven – The Greek term used for sin in the Apostle’s letters to the first
lot  of  believers,  is  an  archery  term  which  means,  ‘missing  the  mark’.  That  is,  you  shoot  for
something and you miss  it.  So,  from the  Greek (not  from the church’s  use  of  ‘sin’ which  was
perverted soon after the middle of the 1st century), it’s original use means ‘missing God’s mark’.
Therefore, anything we do that doesn’t come up to God’s standard, misses his standard, and that’s
what sin is. 

5. Faith and sin – Paul, writing to one of the 1st century ekklesia  actually mentioned that anything we
do that’s not done by faith is sin.3 Wow. I can say that much of what we do is not based on genuine
faith. So, how can operating outside of faith be sin? Well, one of the ways we please God is by

1 – “What Gradients of Sin?”    canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/What-Gradients-of-Sin.pdf 
2 – “A Check-up to See How much You Are in the World System”
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/A-Check-up-to-See-How-much-You-Are-in-the-World-System.pdf 
3 – Romans 14:23
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exhibiting genuine faith. Faith is God’s standard. Therefore, if faith is his standard, and we operate
out of fear, or natural inclination that’s not based on faith, then it’s sin. Now, that doesn’t mean that
we have to clean our teeth by faith, or put petrol in our car by faith. It’s how we exercise faith all day
long in our situations where faith is required.

Let all that sink in for a minute. 

Everything we do or say that doesn’t align with the standards of Heaven is sin. I’m pleased that all that is
covered under the Blood. 

However, we have to recognise what sin is, so we can work at eliminating it from our lives. That’s our
responsibility. We can’t expect to live as a son, and grow and mature, if we allow any form of sin to
plague us. The consequences are negative if we do sin because the enemy is given access to our lives and
circumstances.

So, there you have it.  We must cease seeing sin as big things and see it as any thought, speech or
action that is out of alignment with Heaven. 

Can you see now why the King has been continually bombarding us with instructions to align with
Heaven?4 It’s not only to align with his plans for the Earth, but his character as well so we are a better
representation of him to the world.

Here’s our King explaining to us that some of our insignificant actions are unrighteous and therefore
unholy:

“Instead of allowing your dismay of the behavior of others to bring you down in despair, let it become
an incentive for you to become a better person. You always tend to judge others from your position of
strength to their position of weakness, which is unrighteous and unholy. I admonish you to not judge
others  at  all.  Without  relationship  with  Me,  people  are  wounded  and  broken.  Be  an  example  of
redemption.” 5

“Set your forehead like flint and move through these times with determination to gain the victory in
every situation. Refuse to become part of the flow of dissipation, but rather establish and maintain a
standard of  excellence  both  spiritually  and naturally.  Reach  higher.  Be  stronger.  Go further.  The
separation between righteous and unrighteous will continue to widen and become more pronounced.
Choose the side of right and good.” 6 

Laurence
6-7-2020
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)

COPYRIGHT
Quotes are the copyright of their authors.

Free graphics are from www.clker.com & free photos are from commons.wikimedia.org.
This document is free to copy, republish and distribute, but only ‘as is’. It is free to quote from at length.

All Canberra Forerunners' documents are licensed under
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License

(Readers will need to look up for themselves any referrals to scripture in this document)

4 – e.g. canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MESSAGE-Genuine-Kingdom-Life-27-12-2019.pdf 
5 – Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (6-7-2020)  ft111.com/smallstraws.htm 
6 – “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (11-7-2020)  ft111.com/smallstraws.htm 
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