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When the Most High gave to the nations 
their inheritance, when he divided 
mankind, he fixed the borders of the 
peoples according to the number of the 
sons of God. But the Lord’s portion is his 
people, Jacob his allotted heritage.

 Deuteronomy 32:8-9 (ESV):

Here’s an astounding verse: Challenge



  

“according to the 
number of the
sons of Israel”

Most translations state:
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The verses describes how God’s 
dispersal of the nations at Babel 
resulted in his disinheriting those 
nations as his people.

So what happened?
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This is the OT equivalent of 
Romans 1:18-25, where God 
“gave [mankind] over” to their 
persistent rebellion.

What does it mean?
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“The Lord’s portion is his people, 
Jacob his allotted heritage”.

What does it also say?
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This shows us that a contrast in 
affection and ownership is 

purposely intended.



  

In effect, God decided that the 
people of the nations were no 
longer going to be in relationship 
to him. He would start fresh and 
enter into covenant relationship 
with Israel - a new people that 
did not yet exist.

What does it mean?
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The difference derives from 
the disagreements between 
manuscripts of the OT.

Why “sons of God”?
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“Sons of God” is the correct 
reading, as is now known from 
the Dead Sea Scrolls.



  

The Tower of Babel event 
occurred before the call of 
Abraham and before Israel 
even existed as a people. 

What’s wrong with “sons of Israel”?
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It would make no sense for God 
to divide up the nations of the 
earth “according to the number 
of the sons of Israel” if there was 
no Israel at that time. 

What’s wrong with “sons of Israel”?
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Also, Israel is not listed in the 
Table of Nations.

What’s wrong with “sons of Israel”?
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The implications of this decision 
and this passage are crucial to 
understanding much of what’s in 
the Old Testament.

So what?
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Actually, the Israeli worldview 
that extends from this passage 
factors into Jewish ritual, sacred 
space, wars of conquest, the 
destiny of the nations, and the 
progression of the gospel, as 
well as the nature of the church 
in the New Testament.

How?
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The translators chose to render 
the verse the way they did and 
so restrict us from a great deal of 
understanding of the scriptures 
from a Hebrew worldview that 
would allow it to make much 
better sense. 

Therefore:
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So who are these sons of God?
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That’s a story for 
another time!
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So, it’s your challenge to get to 
grips with this incredible statement 

Read Michael Heiser “The Unseen Realm: Recovering the supernatural worldview of the Bible” 
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