Koinonia Fellowship
Paul shared this with us at our Kingdom Living Community gathering this week:

“I was listening to your conversation as I caught up with you. One of the most important purposes of
this wilderness is to forge the greatest fellowship we can have on earth — koinonia.”

“What is that?” William asked.

“It is the Greek word used in The Bible for fellowship or communion, which means common-union.
However, this is much more than the kind of fellowship or friendships we have in this world. Koinonia
is a bonding together like the members of our body into a single, greater unit that are inseparable. It
implies a bonding so deep that if we were separated it would be like having a member of your body cut
off- We will have to become that close for what we are entering into. We will perish in this wilderness
without it.

“As vital as this is, it is not something that we can just manufacture. We can help the process by
keeping in mind that we must have this, and therefore, refuse to let anything divide us. However, there
are two basic things that will forge us together as we must be. The first will be the process of
experiencing this wilderness together. The second, and even more important, is growing in our love for
the Lord so much that we love Him more than our own life. Then, we will always treat even the least of
His people as we would treat Him, knowing how important this is to Him.

“These are the things that lead to koinonia. As we are told in I John 1:7, ‘If we abide in the light as He
is in the light, we have koinonia and the blood of Jesus will cleanse us from all sin.’ It is written that
‘the life is in the blood,” and we must have koinonia for the life of Christ to flow through His body, just
as the members of our body must all be connected for the life-blood to flow through them.

“For you to already be as close as you are you must have begun to taste this in your small groups on
the ship. There was already such a bond that all who were experiencing it on the ship came on this
journey. This place will cause you to bond even deeper. Treasure these times. Never take them for
granted. Such an experience is becoming rare in Christianity, but it is essential for the fullness of
Christ to be revealed through His people.” '
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