
Sons are Free to Live and Love without any Agenda

The following quote was read in our sharing time on Sunday by one of our members to encourage us to
see that in community we are to love each other without any personal agendas.

William Young explains it this way:

“Mack, the world system is what it is. Institutions, systems, ideologies, and all the vain, futile efforts
of humanity that go with them are everywhere, and interaction with all of it is unavoidable. But I
can give you freedom to overcome any system of power in which you find yourself, be it religious,
economic, social, or political. You will grow in the freedom to be inside or outside all kinds of
systems and to move freely between and among them. Together, you and I can be in it and not of it.”

“But so many of the people I care about seem to be both in it and of it!” Mack was thinking of his
friends, church people who had expressed love to him and his family. He knew they loved Jesus, but
he also knew they were sold out to religious activity and patriotism. 

“Mack, I love them. And you wrongly judge many of them. For those who are both in it and of it, we
must find ways to love and serve them, don’t you think?” asked Jesus. “Remember, the people who
know me are the ones who are free to live and love without any agenda.” 

“Is that what it means to be a Christian?” It sounded kind of stupid as Mack said it, but it was how
he was trying to sum everything up in his mind. 

“Who said anything about being a Christian? I’m not a Christian.” 

The idea struck Mack as odd and unexpected, and he couldn’t keep himself from grinning. “No, I
suppose you aren’t.” 

They arrived at the door of the workshop. Again Jesus stopped. “Those who love me have come
from every system that exists. They were Buddhists or Mormons, Baptists or Ṁüŝļīɱŝ; some are
Democrats,  some Republicans and many don’t  vote  or  are not  part  of  any Sunday morning or
religious institutions.  I  have followers  who were murderers and many who were self-righteous.
Some are bankers and bookies , Americans and Iraqis, Jews and Palestinians. I have no desire to
make them Christian, but I do want to join them in their transformation into sons and daughters of
my Papa, into my brothers and sisters , into my Beloved.” 

“Does that mean,” said Mack, “that all roads will lead to you?” 

“Not at all.” Jesus smiled as he reached for the door handle to the shop. “Most roads don’t lead
anywhere. What it does mean is that I will travel any road to find you.”1
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