
Be Doers of the Work, Not Hearers Only

We all know this verse:

James 1:22 (NKJV) – But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.

You’ve probably memorized this verse and heard it preached on ad infinitum.

But have you read this verse and taken note of it? Have you heard a sermon preached on it?

James 1:25 (NKJV) – But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is 
not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.

“Doer of the work”?

Is this conflicting with the verse at the top? It says to be a “doer of the word”, not the “work”.

No. It adds to it. 

Here’s what it’s saying in more modern English:

James 1:25 (AMP) – But he who looks carefully into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 
faithfully abides by it, not having become a [careless] listener who forgets but an active doer1 [who 
obeys], he will be blessed and favored by God in what he does [in his life of obedience].

The injunction of this verse is to be an active operator in the Law of Liberty. That’s the Royal Law, 
the Law of Love, Christ's Law.

Are you an active agape-r – a lover with the love of God wherever you go?

BTW: Notice we’re urged to be active in the Law of Liberty, not the Mosaic Law or the Ten 
Commandments.
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1 – Literally: ‘a doer of work’

http://www.CanberraForerunners.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

