
Clothing is Changed for the Kingdom

Jesus’ parable of the wedding feast1 is very well known. It is understood to be His heavenly call to the 
world to come into his celebratory Kingdom, known as the “Kingdom of Heaven” or the “Kingdom of 
God”.

First he invited the Jews, but they rebelled against him and rejected him as king. Consequently, he sent his 
servants, the prophets, to called them, but they rejected them and their message. He then sent his servants  
to the outcasts – the gentiles – and brought them into his presence. This much is well understood.

However, verses 11 to 13 seem to be an anomaly – out of place – and impossible to understand. 

The reason for our misunderstanding is that we read the parable with a Western worldview, not with a 
Hebrew mindset. Jesus was speaking in Hebrew to Hebrew commoners, priests and elders in the temple, 
so he was speaking plainly in  language and idioms that they fully  understood – even if  they didn’t 
comprehend the parabolic meaning of what he was trying to get across to them.

So what was Jesus wanting them (and us) to understand about the person who didn’t have a wedding  
garment on when he came to the feast?

The thing to grasp is that to the Hebrew person, their cloths identified who they were.2 This is why it was 
very significant in the parable of ‘The Prodigal Son’3 – or more correctly ‘The Prodigal Father’4 - that the 
returning son was re-dressed. He was given the robe of a wealthy son, a ring of family authority and shoes 
marking a well-off person. Only after this did his father announce to all that his son had returned – after  
he had been given a change of clothes to signify who he was.

Those listening to Jesus knew that the man in the wedding parable was supposed to be in wedding attire 
because it signified that he was an invited guest who had prepared himself to come and so dressed to 
respect his host.

What was Jesus saying about his Kingdom with this person? 

The king’s servants were told to,  “Bind him hand and foot,  take him away, and cast  him into outer 
darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”. What does this mean?

Those who come into the Kingdom are identifiable to the King as Kingdom people – rightful members of  
his Kingdom – and no intruders will be allowed in. Those who are intruding will be eliminated and not  
permitted entry.

On the 26-5-2014 Jesus gave me the following message as part of his instructions to me:

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you are born again you cannot enter into the Kingdom.  
This is critical because many are not born-again – born of my Spirit. They are born in  
their head, in their mind. This is a sad reality, but it is the truth. Many will fail to come  
into my Kingdom because they think they are there, but their heart has not engaged; their  
spirit has not been changed. They don’t have my thumbprint; they are not recognised in my  
Kingdom.” 

1 - Matthew 22:2-14
2 - See my notes “Hebrew Clothing Represented Who They Were”
3 - Luke 15:11-32
4 - The father acted prodigally towards his son. (‘Prodigal’ means: ‘recklessly extravagant’, ‘lavishly abundant’)
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Thumbprints are used to identify 
a  person  to  the  police.  Thumb 
scanners for smartphones and eye 
scanners  for  secure  locations 
perfectly identify a person.

In the same way Heaven knows who we are by our ‘Kingdom thumbprint’ we carry with us as part of our  
Kingdom metrics. We can’t defraud who we are – we must either be a member of Jesus’ Kingdom, or we 
aren’t.

The point about having a thumbprint of Jesus is referring to when a person comes before him after their  
death. We can easily dismiss or overlook or misunderstand Jesus’ statement that he knows who his sheep 
are, but when we come before him, when we enter the realm eternity, it will be obvious who we belong 
to. Our fate will have been set before we get through that doorway of death into eternity. 

That’s why Paul wrote that we should check if we are in the Kingdom. 

2 Corinthians 13:5 (NKJV) – Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do 
you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified. 

2 Corinthians 13:5 (AMP) – Examine and test and evaluate your own selves to see whether you are 
holding to your faith and showing the proper fruits of it. Test and prove yourselves [not Christ]. Do you  
not yourselves realize and know [thoroughly by an ever-increasing experience] that Jesus Christ is in you
—unless you are [counterfeits] disapproved on trial and rejected?

It may be in our head, but it may not be a reality. All will be revealed when we come before the King to 
give account of our life on Earth.

As evidence that you are in the Kingdom you will be different. Not only different on the in side when you 
are born again and your spirit is regenerated, but you will have a complete change of clothing. In other 
words, it will be obvious on the outside to everybody who you belong to – who you are. Your clothes of 
culture, your clothes of religion that identify you in those areas will be discarded and you will put on 
Kingdom clothes, and you will walk appropriately.

When we come into The Kingdom we receive a complete change of clothes (metaphorically speaking) 
and we become new people – Kingdom people.

NOTE: When you read in scripture about a change of garment or a change of clothes, remember that it 
means that the person has changed, they are now different, as signified by the new apparel.

Laurence
10-6-2014
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