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“What is
the Church?”



  

Who do you see yourselves as?
● The church?     (Galatians 1:2)

● The ekklesia?     (Galatians 1:2)

● The saints?     (Romans 1:7)

● The holy ones?     (Romans 1:7)

● Followers of the way?     (Acts 24:14)

● Christians?     (Acts 11:26)



  

These are all TAGS!

So, calling yourself any of these is just as correct as:

● Citizens of Heaven     (Philippians 3:20)

● Kingdom Citizens    (Colossians 1:13?)

● Sons of God     (Galatians 3:26)



  

Are we the church?

No!   We No!   We areare the EKKLESIA – the EKKLESIA –
the assembly of God’s people.the assembly of God’s people.



  

'Church' is the wrong word to 
describe us

www.google.com.au/search?q=meaning+of+church

‘Church’ literally means ‘God’s house’, not 
‘called out ones’:

Old English cir(i)ce, cyr(i)ce, related to Dutch kerk 
and German Kirche, based on medieval Greek 
kurikon, from Greek kuriakon (dōma) ‘Lord's 
(house)’, from kurios ‘master or lord’. Compare with 
‘kirk’.



  

But we are But we are notnot yet the  yet the 
assembly of God’s elders assembly of God’s elders 
residing in our city’s gatesresiding in our city’s gates

We were meant to be the genuine EkklesiaWe were meant to be the genuine Ekklesia



  

We are 
meant to 

become the 
Bride of 
Christ
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We are 
meant to 

become the 
Temple of 

God



  

The Temple of God

Now, therefore, you are...fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of God, 
having been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself 
being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole 
building, being fitted together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being 
built together for a dwelling place of God in the 
Spirit.                                              Ephesians 2:19-22 (NKJV)



  

We are to become the City of God

The New Jerusalemw
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The New Jerusalem

Then one of the seven angels...came to me and 
talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you 
the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” And he carried me 
away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, 
and showed me the great city, the holy 
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 
having the glory of God. Her light was like a most 
precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as 
crystal.                                          Revelation 21:9-11 (NKJV)



  

“The
Body of Christ”



  

The 'Body of Christ' is another tag

Like all the other tags, there is a reason for using it

●It labels us 
●It categorizes us

●But it doesn't change who we really are



  

Paul coined the expression
'Body of Christ'

Now you are the body of Christ, and members 
individually. 

1 Corinthians 12:27 (NKJV)



  

Paul used 
the 'Body 
of Christ' 

for an 
analogy



  

“you are the body of Christ” – only one body

1 Corinthians 12:12 (NKJV)

“members individually” – we are all its components

For as the body is one and has many members, but all 
the members of that one body, being many, are one 
body, so also is Christ. 

Notice that he wrote:



  

For in fact the body is not one member but many. If 
the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am 
not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? And if 
the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not 
of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? If the whole 
body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the 
whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? But 
now God has set the members, each one of them, in 
the body just as He pleased. And if they were all one 
member, where would the body be?

1 Corinthians 12:14-19 (NKJV)

Paul then uses the analogy:



  

This is why 
he 'saw' the 

believers 
corporately 
as a body:

Many parts & 
all are 

essential



  

Let me take this a bit
further because we've all heard
teaching on the Body of Christ
and it's become a theological

concept



  

The human 
body is an 

ORGANISM



  

So, the local ekklesia 
is to operate as an 

organism
This is the purpose of Paul's analogy



  

The local ekklesia 
was never meant 

to be an 
organisationorganisation



  

Every person is an organ Every person is an organ 
in the local 'body'in the local 'body'

●'Feet'
●'Hands'
●'Eyes'
●'Ears'

According 
to Paul



  

This is why Paul made this 
statement:

What is the outcome of this, brothers What is the outcome of this, brothers 
and sisters? When you meet together, and sisters? When you meet together, 
each oneeach one has a psalm, a teaching, a  has a psalm, a teaching, a 
revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. 
All these things must be done to build up All these things must be done to build up 
the church.the church. 1 Corinthians 14:26 (CEB)

A pious song



  

And he goes on to add:

Let two or three prophets speak, and let Let two or three prophets speak, and let 
the others judge.the others judge.

1 Corinthians 14:29 (CEB)



  

Paul wrote that every part 
of the body is essential

No part can reject another part. No part can reject another part. 
Also, the weaker parts are Also, the weaker parts are 

more protected.more protected.

1 Corinthians 12:21-26



  

The 5-fold ascention gifts 
were to help the ekklesia

●ApostlesApostles
●ProphetsProphets
●EvangelistsEvangelists
●PastorsPastors
●TeachersTeachers

Ephesians 4:11



  

NOTE: This is the only 
reference to pastors

So how important are they, So how important are they, 
really?really?



  

These were not to be the These were not to be the 
be-all and end-allbe-all and end-all

There wasn't to be There wasn't to be 
a hierarchya hierarchy



  

There was never 
any intention to 

establish a clergy 
system



  

The clergy-laity divide 
doesn't align with 'the Body 

of Christ'

●Our King is the HEADOur King is the HEAD

●Holy Spirit LEADS usHoly Spirit LEADS us



  

There is a list of important functions in the Body:

1 Corinthians 12:28

● 11stst  apostlesapostles,,
● 22ndnd  prophetsprophets,,
● 33rdrd  teachersteachers, after that, after that
● miraclesmiracles, then , then 
● gifts of gifts of healingshealings, , 
● helpshelps, , 
● administrationsadministrations, , 
● varieties of varieties of tonguestongues..  

Doctrine, understandingFoundational

“Perception, aid”



  

“How does this
Relate to

Kingdom Citizens?”



  

Kingdom Citizens see themselves as 
Father's family.

They approach every issue with his They approach every issue with his 
desire in mind so they can please him desire in mind so they can please him 
out of love.out of love.



  

They stick closely to the functionality They stick closely to the functionality 
of the 1of the 1stst believers that he set up. believers that he set up.

They reject the plans and They reject the plans and 
ways of men.ways of men.



  

They model themselves as a group 
on the Trinity.

●Unity
●Oneness
●Community
●Camaraderie
●Delight in each other



  

Kingdom CitizensKingdom Citizens
focus in the Kingdomfocus in the Kingdom



  

Kingdom CitizensKingdom Citizens
talk about the Kingdomtalk about the Kingdom



  

Kingdom CitizensKingdom Citizens
gather for Kingdomgather for Kingdom

purposespurposes



  

Kingdom CitizensKingdom Citizens
gather as familygather as family



  

Kingdom CitizensKingdom Citizens
get prophecies aboutget prophecies about

Kingdom mattersKingdom matters



  

Kingdom CommunitiesKingdom Communities
are organisms, fullare organisms, full

of life & functionalityof life & functionality



  

Kingdom CommunitiesKingdom Communities
are non-structuredare non-structured



  

Kingdom CommunitiesKingdom Communities
are non-hierarchicalare non-hierarchical



  

Kingdom CommunitiesKingdom Communities
promote spiritual promote spiritual 

growth & developmentgrowth & development



  

Kingdom CommunitiesKingdom Communities
empower the membersempower the members



  

Kingdom CommunitiesKingdom Communities
focus on & impact thefocus on & impact the

local communitylocal community



  

Kingdom CommunitiesKingdom Communities
are are forfor all the all the

local communitylocal community



  

Kingdom Communities
are often 
known as 
“organic 

churches”
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