
Historist – The Two-horned Beast

In Revelation 13:11-17 it's written:

Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like
a dragon. And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes the earth and
those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. He performs great
signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. And he
deceives those1 who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the
beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who was wounded by the
sword and lived. He was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the
beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed.
He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right
hand or on their foreheads, and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or2 the name
of the beast, or the number of his name. (NKJV)

Historist, Uriah Smith, gives his indication of who the two-horned beast is:

“These verses bring to view the third great symbol in the line of prophecy we are examining, usually
denominated the two-horned beast. We inquire for its application. The dragon, pagan Rome, and the
leopard beast, papal Rome, present before us great organizations standing as the representatives of two
great systems of false religion. Analogy would seem to require that the remaining symbol, the two-
horned beast,  have  a  similar  application,  and find its  fulfilment  in  some nationality  which  is  the
representative  of  still  another  great  system  of  religion.  But  the  only  remaining  system  which  is
exercising  a  controlling  influence  in  the  world  to-day  is  Protestantism.  Abstractly  considered,
paganism  embraces  all  heathen  lands,  containing  more  than  half  the  population  of  the  globe.
Catholicism, which may perhaps be considered as embracing the religion of the Greek Church, so
nearly  identical  with  it,  belongs  to  nations  which  compose  a  great  portion  of  Christendom.
Mohammedanism is  an effete system, which has ceased to be any important factor in the world's
progress. Moreover, it seems to have received enough prophetic attention in Daniel 11 and Revelation
9. But Protestantism is the religion of nations which constitute the vanguard of the world in liberty,
enlightenment, progress and power.

If, then, Protestantism is the religion to which we are to look, to what nationality, as the representative
of that religion, does the prophecy have application? There are notable Protestant nations in Europe;
but  for  reasons  which  will  hereafter  appear,  the  symbol  cannot  apply  to  any of  these.  A careful
investigation has led to the conclusion that it does apply to Protestant America, or the government of
the United States. We trust the reader will now feel impatient for some of the reasons for such an
application, and will carefully consider the evidence by which it is supported.” 3
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1 – M-Text reads my own people
2 – NU-Text and M-Text omit or
3 – Uriah Smith (1897) “Daniel and the Revelation” p:218 [free cut-down PDF version]
     (www.end-times-prophecy.org/daniel-revelation.pdf)
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