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The Day of the Lord

But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, 
you have no need that I should write to you. For you 
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord 
so comes as a thief in the night. For when they 
say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction 
comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant 
woman. And they shall not escape...Therefore let us 
not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be 
sober. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3, 6 (NKJV)



  

Now as to the [times and dates, brothers and sisters, 
you have no need for anything to be written to you. 
For you yourselves know perfectly well that the day 
of the [return of the] Lord is coming just as a thief 
[comes unexpectedly and suddenly] in the night. 
While they are saying, “Peace and safety [all is well 
and secure!]” then [in a moment unforeseen] 
destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor 
pains on a woman with child, and they will absolutely 
not escape [for there will be no way to escape the 
judgment of the Lord]… → 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 (AMP)

In the Amplified:



  

...So then let us not sleep [in spiritual indifference] as 
the rest [of the world does], but let us keep wide 
awake [alert and cautious] and let us be sober [self-
controlled, calm, and wise]

1 Thessalonians 5:6 (AMP)
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You may have heard a pre-tribulationalist say:

“Christ’s return is imminent, meaning he can 
comeback at any moment, and it is this 
immanency that motivates the Church to 
action and creates a sense of urgency among 
believers to make sure their life is in order and 
live more righteously.”

John Thomas writes

www.alankurschner.com/2017/09/18/human-behavior-imminency-does-not-generate-urgency 



  

The pre-tribulationalist argues that:

Immanency fosters a sense of urgency to act. If 
signs or prophetic events must occur first, then 
this sense of urgency goes away.

John Thomas writes

www.alankurschner.com/2017/09/18/human-behavior-imminency-does-not-generate-urgency



  

This argument is based on an assumption that 
people will prepare themselves for Christ’s 
return in a greater way if His return is imminent 
ṽ if it is not imminent. However, it also 
assumes a truth about human behaviour 
which, interestingly, is NOT true. In fact, 
insurance companies have a name for this. It’s 
called ‘Low Probability-Severe Consequence 
Syndrome’.

John Thomas writes

www.alankurschner.com/2017/09/18/human-behavior-imminency-does-not-generate-urgency



  

People who grow up in California 
are prepared for ‘The Big One’ 
to happen at any moment. They 
are trained for it all through 
their school years – there will 
be no signs, no warning, only 
catastrophe.

Earthquake example:



  

Because the ‘The Big One’ can happen at any 
moment; meaning it can happen in the next 2 
seconds, or in the next 2 decades, or in the 
next 2 centuries…the odds of it actually 
occurring in any one day are very, very small.  
So people put off being prepared, they put off 
purchasing insurance, they put off buying extra 
water and food, they put off figuring out 
logistics and evacuation plans.

John Thomas writes

www.alankurschner.com/2017/09/18/human-behavior-imminency-does-not-generate-urgency



  

The same people that have been raised from 
childhood to be aware of the imminent arrival 
of the ‘The Big One’ are the same people that 
will be unprepared when it does come.

John Thomas writes

www.alankurschner.com/2017/09/18/human-behavior-imminency-does-not-generate-urgency



  

Hurricanes are expected. They 
are watched and tracked for days 
in advance so people in its path 
have time to take action. 
Usually, store shelves are 
quickly left empty; bottled 
water is sold out, and there are 
long queues for petrol.

Hurricane example:



  

Immanency resulting in action is just another 
assumption by the pre-tribulationalist with no 
basis in truth. 

Although their argument sounds really good at 
first, ultimately it breeds complacency.

John Thomas writes

www.alankurschner.com/2017/09/18/human-behavior-imminency-does-not-generate-urgency



  

Why_One_s_View_on_Imminence_Theology_Matters.MP3

Why One's View 
on Imminence 

Theology Matters

w
w

w
.a

la
nk

ur
sc

hn
er

.c
om

/2
01

7/
07

/2
1

/w
hy

-o
n

es
-v

ie
w

-o
n-

im
m

in
en

ce
-t

he
ol

og
y-

m
at

te
rs

-e
p-

90

[7:50-17:00 (END)]



  

Focus on being Focus on being 
about Father's about Father's 

businessbusiness

Here’s our life maxim:Here’s our life maxim:





  
PHOTO:  vastateparksstaff - www.flickr.com/photos/vastateparksstaff/14732306739/, CC BY 2.0,  commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=57559669

““Think Think 
Generational”Generational”

My prophetic My prophetic 
download was:download was:
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