
The Need for Teaching Sessions

Recently a young NSW women, who my wife and I have had some spiritual input, went on a date with a
nice Christian young man, presumably from her church. At the end of the first date, he wanted to have sex
with her. She rejected the offer.

Wasn’t he a Christian man? Wasn’t he a church-goer? Doesn’t he read his Bible?

[By the way, it  is our job to evaluate1 those in the  ekklesia who commit sexual immorality,2 but not
outside,3 and to be part of their restoration to righteousness4. If they don’t change, we are to cease keeping
company with them.5]

Jesus noted that the religious leaders of his day had the OT, but were blind to matters of the Kingdom. 6

Today, Christians are not only blind to a real understanding of the Kingdom, they are lacking sound
teaching on how to live as sons. Both Jesus7 and Paul8 knew that sexual sin can cause a person to lose
their salvation, as Revelation outlines9, but how many church leaders are pressing this for their members?

So,  how  can  a  church-person  so  easily  move  into  sexual  sin?  Apart  from following  his  ‘flesh’,  it
highlights the need for healthy spiritual teaching. By spiritual teaching I don’t just mean teaching on
spiritual matters such as the gifts of the Spirit, etc. 

Paul advocated sound teaching10 (‘sound doctrine’ KJV) for believers to know what is right and wrong
and also for the purposes of opposing those with contrary views.

To put this in perspective, there is the need for each believer to be responsible for their own spiritual
walk, not their Elders. This learning comes from their relationship and communication with our Lord and
by listening to Holy Spirit.  The Spirit is our teacher11 – this  is what Jesus taught12.  Going to church
meetings is not the method for gaining sound doctrine as this is where a believer experiences fellowship
and picks up church doctrine, along with some bible knowledge. 

In a Kingdom Community, the sound teaching that Paul advocated comes via teaching sessions which are
conducted by appropriate presenters who are concerned for the spiritual welfare of the members. The
teaching may not be what is needed or desired by every person present, but the accumulation of such
information gained adds to their personally received knowledge to give them a fuller understanding of
living in the Kingdom. Following Paul’s style13, these sessions do not need to be short.

It’s serious business being a son. Despite all the pentecostal hype and fanfare, being in the Kingdom is
about representing the King of All  Things to the world. This is no light-hearted matter.  It is a grave
responsibility, which despite the forgiveness of our sins, means loads of heavy responsibility. To be able
to fulfil our Kingdom obligations completely, we need to focus on becoming the best son we can possibly
be, and that requires knowledge. That knowledge comes from many sources because our King uses many
avenues to teach us. We cannot be effective unless we have the knowledge of the Kingdom and of the
spirit realm at our finger tips so that when we are in any situation we have what is necessary to be
successful.

1 – i.e. judge them as guilty, not pass punishment on them
2 – 1 Corinthians 5:10-11
3 – 1 Corinthians 5:12
4 – Galatians 6:1
5 – 1 Corinthians 5:11
6 – e.g. Matthew 23:13
7 – e.g. Matthew 5:29
8 – 1 Corinthians 5:5; 7:2 (Also John in 1 John 5:16)
9 – Revelation 21:8
10 – 2 Timothy 4:3; Titus 2:1 (1 Timothy 1:10; Titus 1:9)
11 – 1 Corinthians 2:13
12 – John 14:26; 16:13
13 – Acts 20:9 (Acts 20:31; 28:23)
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This is why mentoring, fathering and discipling are so critical in this season. Along with sound teaching,
these  prepare  us  for  what  we  need  to  accomplish  in  our  Kingdom  assignments.  You  see,  we  are
responsible for every decision we make – no one else is responsible. This is a heavy responsibility and
really means we need to be focussed at all times. Paul didn’t want to keep new believers on a leash 14,
being  tied  to  rules  and  regulations,  so  he  taught  them and  advised  them so  they  could  make  wise
decisions. 

We have a  propensity  to  focus  in  the  wrong direction  so  that  we don’t  ‘feed’ on  the  things  of  the
Kingdom. Most believers today either focus too much on the Christian religion or on their life in the
world. A help to realign our focus is sound teaching, as it takes us away from what’s on our mind and
what we think is important and redirects us onto Kingdom matters.

Kenneth Copeland, I believe it was, had a very sound way of imprinting teaching on his mind which is
worth investigating. He was taken with Oral Roberts’ teaching on healing and wanted the knowledge of
healing to become second nature to himself. It eventually did, because he listened to Oral Roberts’ healing
audio tapes over and over again until the tapes were worn out. He’d then buy replacement tapes and
continue listening until what was on them was firmly seated in his heart and mind. This is one reason my
teaching is online – the documents can be read over and over so that the revelations in them become part
of the reader.

Sound teaching is invaluable, so engage with it.

Laurence
14-11-2017
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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14 – 1 Corinthians 7:35
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