
Understanding the Term ‘Abomination’
We have  heard  that  some Christians  opposed  to  same-sex  marriage  state  that  “homosexuality  is  an
abomination to the Lord” when they make submissions to governmental enquiries.  Where does their
quote come from? Here:

Leviticus 18:22 (NKJV) – You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination. 

What does ‘abomination’ mean?

‘Abomination’ is an archaic word for ‘detestable’. 

Leviticus 18:22 (ISV) – You are not to have sexual relations with a male as you would with a woman.
It’s detestable.”

Here is another verse in the OT that mirrors God’s detestable attitude to homosexuality:

Leviticus 20:13 (NIV) – If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of
them have done what is detestable. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.

Who considers these to be abominations? Today, the majority of Westerners wouldn’t think so. However,
what we are interested in are the things that are an abomination or detestable to God. 

Scripture puts it this way: Things that are an abomination to the Lord are the things which he hates.1 So
the things that God hates are defined by his spokesmen as ‘abominable’2.

‘Abomination’ has within it’s modern meaning these synonyms, so it’s  no simple word: ‘loathsome’,
‘detestable’,  ‘hateful’,  ‘odious’,  ‘obnoxious’,  ‘despicable’,  ‘contemptible’,  ‘damnable’,  ‘cursed’,
‘accursed’,  ‘diabolical’,  ‘disgusting’,  ‘revolting’,  ‘repellent’,  ‘repulsive’,  ‘offensive’,  ‘repugnant’,
‘abhorrent’,  ‘reprehensible’,  ‘atrocious’,  ‘horrifying’,  ‘execrable’,  ‘foul’,  ‘vile’,  ‘wretched’,  ‘base’,
‘miserable’, ‘horrible’, ‘awful’, ‘dreadful’, ‘appalling’, ‘abysmal’, ‘brutal’, ‘nauseating’, ‘horrid’, ‘nasty’,
‘disagreeable’, ‘unpleasant’, ‘distasteful’.3

God is so abhorred with what he regards as abominable that there were strong consequences under the
Old Covenant for those who practised it. A few of these punishments were:

• Such persons must be cut off from their people4 

• The person was stoned to death5

• The Israelites would fall by the sword, by the famine, and by pestilence6

• The land of Israel would be defiled7

The reasons for the Assyrian and Babylonian exiles were because Israel and Judah moved into practising
abominations despite repeated highlighting of the consequences by OT prophets.

So what things are abominations according to the OT? 

Here’s a list from a search of BibleGateway.com:8

1 – Deuteronomy 12:31
2 – The adjective for ‘abomination’
3 – Google meaning
4 – Leviticus 18:29
5 – Deuteronomy 17:5
6 – Ezekiel 6:11
7 – Leviticus 18:27
8 – www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=abomination&qs_version=KJV 
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1. Eating the meat of a Peace Offering on the 3rd day or later9

2. Eating sea creatures that don’t have fins or scales10

3. Eating eagles, lammergeiers11, ospreys, vultures and kites12 – Accipitridae birds
4. Eating storks, herons, lapwings, and bats13

5. Eating any fowl that creeps, going upon all fours14

6. Eating flying creeping things, which have four feet15

7. Eating creeping things16

8. Eating whatever crawls on its belly, or walks on all fours, or has many legs, or any swarming 
creature17

9. Homosexuality18

10. Bestiality19

11. Doing what the Egyptians did20

12. Doing what the Canaanites did21

13. Having sexual intercourse with a near relation22 – Father, mother, father’s wife, sister, half-sister, 
niece, step-sister, aunty, aunty-in-law, uncle, daughter-in-law

14. Having sexual intercourse with a women and any of her family23

15. Having sexual intercourse with your wife’s sister (as a rival wife) while your wife is living24

16. Having sexual intercourse with your wife while she is menstruating25

17. Having sexual intercourse with another man’s wife26

18. Sacrificing your children to Molek27

19. Homosexuality28 – sodomy, lesbianism, etc.
20. Bestiality29 – either men or women

21. Keeping the precious metals from destroyed idol images30

22. Bring an idol image into your house31

23. Sacrificing a defective or blemished animal to Jehovah32

24. Serving and worshipping other gods33 – bowing down to them

25. Worshipping the sun or the moon or the stars34 – and bowing down to them

9 – Leviticus 11:10
10 – Leviticus 11:11
11 – The largest Eurasian bird of prey, Gypaëtus barbatus, ranging in the mountains from southern Europe to China, having a 
wingspread of 2.7-3.0m and black feathers hanging from below the bill like a moustache. (Dictionary.com)
12 – Leviticus 11:13-14
13 – Leviticus 11:19
14 – Leviticus 11:20
15 – Leviticus 11:23
16 – Leviticus 11:41
17 – Leviticus 11:42
18 – Leviticus 18:22
19 – Leviticus 18:23, 26, 27
20 – Leviticus 18:3, 26, 27
21 – Leviticus 18:3, 26, 27
22 – Leviticus 18:6-16, 26, 27 
23 – Leviticus 18:17, 26, 27 
24 – Leviticus 18:18, 26, 27 
25 – Leviticus 18:19, 26, 27 
26 – Leviticus 18:20, 26, 27 
27 – Leviticus 18:21, 26, 27 
28 – Leviticus 18:22, 26, 27; 1 Kings 14:22-24 
29 – Leviticus 18:23, 26, 27 
30 – Deuteronomy 7:25
31 – Deuteronomy 7:26
32 – Deuteronomy 17:1
33 – Deuteronomy 17:3; 29:17-18; 32:16; 1 Kings 11:5, 7; 14:22-24; 2 Kings 23:13; Malachi 2:11
34 – Deuteronomy 17:3
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26. Offering children as burnt offerings to other gods35

27. Seeking occult knowledge36 – use divination, a sorcerer, a witch, an interpreter of omens, a 
medium, a spiritist or one who consults the dead

28. Using occult power37 –  witchcraft, casts spells
29. Cross-dressing38

30. Paying a vow to the Lord using funds from prostitution39 – either male or female prostitution
31. Remarrying a former husband after being subsequently married to a second husband40

32. Using inaccurate or dishonest weights and measures41 – for merchandising
33. Polluting the Jerusalem temple with sin42

34. A proud look/heart43 (according to Solomon)
35. A lying tongue44 (according to Solomon)

36. Killing innocent people45 (according to Solomon)
37. A heart that devises wicked schemes46 (according to Solomon)

38. Feet that are quick to rush into evil47 (according to Solomon)
39. A false witness who pours out lies48 (according to Solomon) – even half-truths

40. Stirring up conflict/discord in the community49 (according to Solomon) – including rumours
41. A perverse heart50 (according to Solomon) – e.g. a devious minds

42. Sacrificing to the Lord while being wicked51 (according to Solomon)
43. The thoughts and actions of the wicked52 (according to Solomon)

44. Justifying the wicked53 (according to Solomon) – acquitting the guilty
45. Condemning the innocent to punishment54 (according to Solomon)

How many of these are still abominations since we are in the NC? None.

Those believers living under the NC have a different standard to the Torah to live by. We are to live in
alignment with the will and purposes of God. Any deviation is unrighteous and could be classified as sin.
This sounds a bit ‘flaky’, but check out this statement by the Apostle Paul:

Romans 14:23 (NKJV) – But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from
faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin.

We are to live by faith, not by the Law, and our standard is what our King would have us think, do and
say. 

35NC – Deuteronomy 18:10; 2 Kings 16:3
36 – Deuteronomy 18:10-11
37 – Deuteronomy 18:10-11; 2 Kings 23:24
38 – Deuteronomy 22:5
39 – Deuteronomy 23:18
40 – Deuteronomy 24:3-4
41 – Deuteronomy 25:15-16; Proverbs 11:1
42 – 2 Chronicles 36:14; Jeremiah 7:30; 32:34; Ezekiel 8:12-16
43 – Proverbs 6:17; 16:5
44 – Proverbs 6:17; 12:22
45 – Proverbs 6:17
46 – Proverbs 6:17
47 – Proverbs 6:17
48 – Proverbs 6:17
49 – Proverbs 6:17
50 – Proverbs 11:20
51 – Proverbs 15:8; Isaiah 1:13, 66:3
52 – Proverbs 15:9, 26
53 – Proverbs 17:15
54 – Proverbs 17:15
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NC believers pay the penalty for any continuous sin, now and possibly eternity55. This is why we must
live a repentant lifestyle, always judging ourselves56 so we aren’t judged on Judgement Day when we
stand before our King to be rewarded for what we did with our lives.

Those outside of the Kingdom, in the world system, are only responsible to live by the Noahide Laws 57

which  were  give  by  God  to  every  human  being  to  follow.  On  the  other  hand,  they  are  already
unredeemed, so in one sense, their level of sin is  probably insignificant in regard to their eternal end (I
have no revelation on this).

Laurence
2-11-2017
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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55 – Romans 6:16; James 5:19-20; 1 John 5:16
56 – 1 Corinthians 11:31
57 – Read “The Noahide Laws” (canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/The-Noahide-Laws.pdf)
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