Deciphering
the Book of
Revelation
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When an artist
creates, only they
know what they
are trying to
achieve...

unless they give
an explanation

Rebecéa Belmare at her performance art piece
for Nuit Blanche 2016 at the Art Gallery of Ontario




By Richard Rhodes CC BY-SA 3.0, commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=31418159

Richard Rhodes' Untitled Stone Wave (Tacoma Art Museum

)

No one knows
what an artist was
trying to achieve,
or the meaning of

their creation.

They can only guess



When looking at a painting, here are 6 important questions to ask about it:
1) Who painted it?

2) When was this painting created?

3) How was the painting painted? i.e. What medium
did the artist use?

4) Where was the painting painted?

5) What location does it reference?
6) Why did the artist paint this painting”?



Take this
one for
example




Here’s the questions again:

1
2

) W
) W
3) How was the painting painted? i.e. What medium
did the artist use?

no painted it?

nen was this painting created?

N

) Where was the painting painted?
5) What location does it reference?
)

6)Why did the artist paint this painting?



So,
what's
your
answers
to the 6
uestions
for this
painting




1-Vincent van
Clele]p

. 6-Portrait of
the postman
Joseph Roulin.
2-April 1889
A friend of his
whose
company he
enjoyed.

3-0il on canvas
4-Arles, France

5-Arles, France
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commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AVincent_van_Gogh_-_Portrait_of Joseph_Roulin_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg Iz>



Some known facts about the painting:

Van Gogh wrote to his brother Theo of his excitement about “the
modern portrait”’, a picture that renders character not by the
imitation of the sitter’s appearance but through the independent,
vivid life of colour. Van Gogh’s subject in this painting, Joseph
Roulin, worked for a post office in the French town of Arles. He
was not a letter carrier but rather held a higher position as an
official sorting mail at the train station. Van Gogh and Roulin lived
on the same street and became close friends. Van Gogh painted
many portraits of Roulin. This picture, which van Gogh boasted
of having completed quickly, in a single session, was painted
after Roulin got a better-paying job and left Arles. Some scholars
think that this portrait was not painted from life but rather from
memory or from previous portraits.



More facts about the painting:

Van Gogh painted over 20 portraits of Joseph Roulin and his
family. Van Gogh wrote to his brother, Theo, in December 1888,
“And if | manage to do this whole family better still, at least | shall
have done something to my liking and something individual”.

Van Gogh'’s thickly painted, coluorful portraits changed the way
many artists and patrons viewed portraits at the time.



This brings us to the book of
Revelation



What about Revelation?

*|t's a created piece of literature.
*\We can’'t make our own judgements about it.

*\We must ask questions of it, just like it should
be done with a painting or any artwork.



WHO CREATED IT?

«“John” Iis the name of the writer referenced in
the letter. No more information is given.

*Believed to be the Apostle John.



WHEN WAS IT CREATED?

* The standard date by scholars is 96AD, based
on the belief from lrenaeus inference that it was
written during Domitian’s reign as emperor.

* There Is good reason to believe it was around
65AD as the Bible seems to indicate. This
makes it prior to the destruction of Jerusalem
(70AD).



Nine proofs for the early date:

(1) The very ancient Syriac version (circa 160-
180 AD) introduces Revelation by stating that it
was written by John on Patmos “where he was
thrown by the emperor Nero™. Nero reigned
from 54-64AD.

John could have written it any time from then
on.



Nine proofs for the early date:

(2) Revelation 17:10 accurately describes the
Roman emperors up to Galba. (He reign from
June 68AD-January 69AD, a six-month rule).



Nine proofs for the early date:

(3) Revelation 1:7 describes Jesus returning as
God (“with the clouds”), bringing jJudgement
(“coming”) on the 1° Century Jews (“those who
pierced him”).

NOT the people group, but
those who actually killed him




Nine proofs for the early date:

(4) Revelation 3:9 describes the then current
(“who claim”) apostate ("Synagogue of Satan”)
Jews who are spiritual fakes (“are not”). This is
not referring to a group of Jews in the future.

This could also refer to the Judaizers who were
NT Jewish Christians.

NOTE: ‘Synagogue’ (cuvaywyn) in 1% Century Greek should be translated
‘assembly’ or ‘congregation’ as it is elsewhere in the NT — James 2:2 >



Nine proofs for the early date:

(5) The temple in Jerusalem is measured In
Revelation 11.

But, the temple was destroyed in 70AD. It can't
be measured if it doesn’t exist.



Nine proofs for the early date:

(6) Revelation 1:1 & 1:3, as well as 22:10 &
22:20 refer to an imminent fulfilment.

Judgement came on Jerusalem shortly after
the writing of the letter in 65AD, not an event

2,000 years later.



Nine proofs for the early date:

(7) Jerome noted in his writings that John was
seen in 96AD as an old, feeble man who had to
be carried to the church and could only speak a
few words to the people. The statement in
Revelation that he must “prophesy again
concerning many peoples and nations and
tongues and kings” is difficult to imagine if the
letter was written at that time (96AD).



Nine proofs for the early date:

(8) In Revelation 22:10 John was told, “Do not

seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll,
because the time is near’.

It wasn't referring to events millennia in the
future.



Nine proofs for the early date:

(9) The existence of only seven churches in
Asia Minor tells us that the book was written
before the greater expansion of Christianity
into that region, which occurred after the fall of
Jerusalem.



WHO WAS THE LETTER WRITTEN FOR?

* The churches of the 1% Century AD, particular-
ly the 7 in Asia Minor.

* These people had an understanding of the
Book of Ezekiel. They would have understood
that John was prophesying very similar events
to what Ezekiel had prophesied against the
Jews.



WHAT MEDIUM DID THE WRITER USE?

* The book very closely parallels Ezekiel. His
audience would have understood the signific-
ance

* Guided by Holy Spirit, John, intentionally
presented his material using an artistic medium
with a specific audience in mind. It was written
in a Hebrew poetic form known as a chiastic

arch. It had a definite structure, not sequence.
x>



WHERE WAS IT WRITTEN?

 The Isle of Patmos, if it
was the Apostle John who
wrote It.

* Patmos seems logical as
the 7 churches are on the
land mass opposite the
Island.

* This is confirmed by the
ancient Syriac Bible.




WHAT LOCATION DOES IT REFERENCE?
* Turkey — the 7 churches (overtly)

*|_ocal area — Greek ge means ‘land’. Not ‘Earth’
or ‘world’ (would have been kosmos for that)

* Roman Empire (covertly)

*|srael & Jerusalem (covertly)



WHY WAS IT WRITTEN?

*For King Jesus to reveal himself
* To advise 7 church groups in Asia Minor

* To secretly (covertly) warn the Jews in Israel
(and dispersed Jews) of the coming destruction
of Jerusalem

* To secretly (covertly) warn believers of the end

of the Roman Empire ~



And so...

./ The book of Revelation isn’t as clear-

m cut as we were taught to believe.
If it was meant to be about events in

the far distant future, that's only
- apparent if it's taken at face value.




Could it actually be a covert
message to 1% Century
oelievers written in symbolism
that only they would know, not
the Roman authorities?



After all, Peter wrote:

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little
while, if feed be, you have been grieved by various

J J
Those living
at the time
of writing Revealed as King and Judge in 70AD

(as per the book of Revelation)




RESOURCE

Jonathan Welton (2017) "The Art of Revelation”
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