
Hospitality: The Simplest Way to Change the World

This Christmas my wife and I organised for the neighbours in our vicinity to come around for an after-
Christmas afternoon in our backyard. Those who were able to attend enjoyed the time and it was seen as a
beneficial experience. This event was one of my responses to our Lord telling me to focus on my street
and not to be engrossed with impacting the city.

The book “The Simplest Way to Change the World” by Dustin Willis & Brandon Clements makes a case
for  hospitality  in  our  homes  being  every  believer’s  mission.  They  point  out  that  the  church  system
‘idolizes’ overseas missionaries, causing us to generously give financially to their work. However, this
attitude can be a cop-out for our failure to impact the nation we live in. 

A few years ago our King told me that to take a city for him he requires a Kingdom Community on every
street. That means that the city-wide churches of today are not what he wants. He’s looking for us to have
our street as our mission field, with the believers there forming a Community that meets in one another’s
homes. Interestingly, this is how Holy Spirit organised the believers at the start of the New Covenant.1

J.D. Greear in the Forward to Willis & Clements’ book writes on this topic of hospitality:2

“We are  now seeing  a  flood  of  immigrants  moving  into  our  backyards,  people  from remote  and
unreached areas of the world. We hear the voice of a culture crying out for a racial diversity that they
are unable to achieve. We see the rapid rise of the “nones” in Western society—those who have no
religious affiliation at all. Many people find these trends frightening, but I believe that they present
tremendous opportunities for the church. To seize these opportunities, however, we’ve got to equip and
empower our laity again. Jesus’ vision of the church that would besiege the gates of hell  did not
consist of a group of people gathered around one anointed leader, but multiple leaders going out in the
power of the Spirit.  It’s a claim that very few of us take seriously: Jesus literally said that that a
multiplicity of Spirit-filled leaders would be greater than his earthly, bodily presence.3

Can you imagine the power of a church in which ordinary members know what it means to be filled
with the Spirit of God and led by the Spirit of God? God’s plan to glorify Himself in the church never
consisted of platformed megapastors, cutting-edge art, or expensive buildings. The real power in the
church is found the Holy Spirit moving through ordinary people as they carry His presence into the
streets. In Acts, the biggest advances of the gospel in the New Testament happened through ordinary
people. Of all the miracles in Acts, thirty-nine of forty were done outside of the church. We need to
expect  that kind of ratio today, too. The question for most of us is, how? How do we follow the Spirit
in our everyday lives? Where are the opportunities to follow God in His mission? Dustin and Brandon
have a simple and challenging answer: open your door. The Great Commission may carry you to the
ends  of  the  world,  but  it  starts  in  your  apartment  complex,  your  dorm room,  or  your  suburban
neighborhood. God has given you a perfect environment for demonstrating the gospel and advancing
His mission, if only you’d open your eyes to it. It’s that place you probably consider your personal and
private fortress—your home. Hospitality, as you’ll see here, is one of the simplest—and most exciting
—ways to engage in God’s mission. Hospitality gets a bad rap in our Christian subculture. It conjures
up images of dinner parties and elaborate meals and doilies (I’m not even sure what that word means
—but I’ve heard my wife use it). Dustin and Brandon blow up that caricature and replace it with a
biblical picture of hospitality, one that will fire your imagination and inspire you to act. Hospitality is
a power so explosive that it truly can change the world.”
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1 – See Acts 2:46; 
2 – J.D. Greear Author and pastor of The Summit Church, Raleigh-Durham, NC
3 – John  14:12
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