
Our Young Men Need Our Help to Grow Up

“Adulthood does not begin until 24, scientists have concluded because young people are continuing their
education for longer and delaying marriage and parenthood. The traditional definition for adolescence is
currently between and the ages of 10 and 19, which marked the beginnings of puberty and the perceived
end of biological growth.”1

This research appeared in the medical journal, ‘The Lancet: Child & Adolescent Health’2, by scientists
from the Royal Children’s Hospital in Melbourne. The author stated that “delays in young people leaving
education, settling down and becoming parents, showed adolescence was now longer and argued that
policies that support youth should be extended beyond teenage years...The ages of 10-24 years are a better
fit with the development of adolescents nowadays.”

The Trumpet widened the implications of this research in their article, ‘Our Generation of Old Infants’ 3.
The author writes: “The American Psychiatric Association has gone as far as defining adolescence as a
period extending from puberty all the way up to AGE 34! In other words, adolescence today is THREE
TIMES LONGER than it was just a few generations ago! Since the 1970s, the average age that a couple
first  gets  married  has  increased  by  eight  years. Today,  the  average  age  for  a  man entering  his  first
marriage is 32.5 years, and for a woman it’s 30.6. That is a dramatic change in our culture!”

This change is particularly damaging to our young men as they are not reaching the 5 normal milestones
in the transition to adulthood until a much later time. There milestones are: finishing school, leaving the
parents’ home, earning financial independence, getting married, and having a child.

American statistics reveal that our Western men are taking longer to transition into adulthood:4

• In 1960, two thirds of 30-year-old American men had finished school, left home, become financially
independent, and started a family with at least one child. By 2000, that number was cut in half. 

• In 1970, 80 percent of American men age 25 to 29 were married. Today, that number too has been
cut in half. 

• In 1950, 1 in 20 men was unemployed. Today it’s approximately 1 in 6. 

‘The Spectator’ article on Canadian psychologist Professor Jordan Peterson5 highlights that he believes
that we are creating a generation of men who are without hope, foundation or purpose (unless they belong
to a cultural ‘minority’ group). “Everything in the culture insists that they are terrible: proto-rapists when
they are not rapists; proto-racists when they are not racists; condemned for their ‘privilege’ even when
they are failures and their every success dismissed as undeserved”6

Peterson has been lecturing on this topic and talking about this uncomfortable truth. He does it because
young men are simply not getting it anywhere else. He notes that “an enormous number of men feel
purposeless and are starving for some sort of direction or encouragement. They have never been taught to
develop themselves.”7 Why? Because they haven’t been fathered or properly fathered.

The Trumpet article goes on: “There’s nothing good about “an old infant,” [Peterson] went on to explain.
It’s not good for the men, it’s not good for the women, and it certainly isn’t good for the children.
When fathers fail to fulfil their role as the head of the home, it creates weak families. But this problem
stretches  farther  than  just  individual  families…[S]trong  families  are  at  the  heart  of  any  stable  and
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enduring society. Weak male leadership in the home produces weak leadership outside of the home.

In  ‘Why  This  World  Lacks  Leadership’8 Trumpet writer  Dennis  Leap  explained  the  reason  for  the
masculinity crisis we are witnessing in the West today: “The simple truth is, children need fathers to help
them grow up mentally and emotionally healthy. To become leaders, boys need a strong father as a model.
Fathers should teach their sons how to lead their families and other institutions…Our current leadership
crisis is really a family crisis. Broken families produce flawed leaders…Now we have a new generation
of non-fathered men who do not understand what it means to be a male. Many of today’s men are moving
through life without direction. Frustration runs high. Never before has our society been so confused about
being male.”

It is very plain to me that the young men we interact with, be they 12 or 42, are in urgent need of good
fathering. We must rise to this challenge because the future of the Kingdom in Australia will need these
men to take their place with confidence.

Laurence
11-2-2018
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