
Is Greek & Hebrew Knowledge Required?

In many of my teachings I have referred to the Greek or the Hebrew in Bible verses, But is this an
essential component of how we are to gain Kingdom (spiritual) knowledge?

The reason I have resorted to analysing the languages used by the bible translators is not for knowledge’s
sake. Knowledge is what drives theologians and much of the teachers in the church because religion is
knowing things  about  a deity.  In  contrast,  the Kingdom is knowing the deity  himself.  The Christian
religion is about the knowledge of God, after all, parishioners and new Christians are emphatically told
they need to read the Bible daily so they know about God. However, this  was the OT, OC mode of
relating to Jehovah.

When Jesus brought the reality of the Kingdom to Earth, and introduced the NC, he set a new benchmark
– know God intimately.1 This is the basis of his ‘weeding out’ of believers which he stated in the parable
about his return for his Bride2 (what is called ‘The parable of the wise and foolish virgins’). He said there
will be those who are waiting for his return (believers) but who he will not accept. His reason? “I do not
know you”3.

Brent Rue had the revelation given to him of how critical ‘knowing’ Jesus is:

"I remember back many years ago I was driving down the road and I was speaking to the Lord, and I
was telling the Lord about all these people we were going to save in this valley. You know, we’re going
to do all this stuff – and the Lord interrupted me. You know, us pastors sometimes talk that way. The
Lord interrupted me and he said, “Yeah, we’ll do that later.” I said “Later?” And he said, “Yeah, first
we  have  to  convert  your  people.”  “My people?  What  do  you mean convert  my people?  They’re
saved.” And the Lord said, “Well, they’re going to heaven, but they’re not converted. Because those
people don’t know me. They don’t know me”." 4

‘Know’ in both the OT and NT languages is an ‘intimate knowing’, not a ‘knowledge about’. It is the
same word used of intimacy between a husband and wife5,  so Jesus is looking for intimate lovers of
himself. Read Brent Rue’s complete talk on the topic.6

On  top  of  intimate  knowledge  which  comes  from  relationship  with  Jesus,  we  also  need  spiritual
knowledge. We don’t need ‘head knowledge’ as Paul explains:

1 Corinthians 2:14  (AMPC) –  But the natural, non-spiritual man does not accept or welcome or
admit into his heart the gifts and teachings and revelations of the Spirit of God, for they are folly
(meaningless nonsense) to him; and he is incapable of knowing them [of progressively recognizing,
understanding, and becoming better acquainted with them] because they are spiritually discerned and
estimated and appreciated.

Head knowledge is ‘knowledge for knowledge's sake’. This is what the biblical study into Greek and
Hebrew is all about. But what we need is the knowledge that Holy Spirit brings us, which comes from
hearing  with your  spirit,  not  your  mind.7 All  the theological  college  credentials  are  irrelevant  in  the
Kingdom – intimate spiritual knowledge is the ‘gold’ we need. Sadhu Sundar Selvaraj was taught this by
Jesus himself:

"I first started preaching in the churches in Singapore in 1991. A dear pastor told me on one occasion,
“Brother Sadhu, your messages are wonderful; you give revelatory teachings; when you pray, the

1 – John 17:20-23
2 – Matthew 25:1-13
3 – Matthew 25:12
4 – Brent Rue “Letting God Love You” [transcript]     davidfisher.info/talks/letting_god_love_you.html 
5 – e.g. Luke 1:34
6 – Brent Rue “Letting God Love You” [transcript]     davidfisher.info/talks/letting_god_love_you.html 
7 – John 14:26
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power of God comes down powerfully; however, only one thing is lacking in your message.” Since he
was a learned teacher of the Word, I thought he saw some error in my teaching. So I said, “Please
correct me”. He said, “You must back up your messages with Greek and Hebrew words.” “Okay, if I
use Greek and Hebrew words”, I replied, “would the congregation understand?” He said, “No, they
may not understand, but it will spice up your sermons.”

Later in the day during my time of prayer I asked the Lord Jesus, “Why did You not allow me to go to
a Bible School? If I had been allowed, then I also will be able to quote Hebrew and Greek words and
understand the Scriptures better.” I began to pour out my heart to the Lord Jesus. I asked the Lord to
give me Greek and Hebrew words because the people wanted it. I implored the Lord, “Lord, they all
say if I added Greek and Hebrew words, I could give them the richer meanings of the Word of God.”

Looking graciously at me, the Lord Jesus said, “My dear son, to understand the Word, you don’t need
to know Greek or Hebrew. All you need is to know My Spirit.” That settled the issue once and for
all.”"8

I have constantly emphasised the need to hear what the Spirit is saying (rhema), so why do I sometimes
look at the Greek and the Hebrew? Simply because I want to show that ‘parroting’ off what English
Bibles say, with a sense of self-righteous authority, is ridiculous if we don’t know what the writer was
trying to convey to their readers. Greek and the Hebrew help me show my readers that, at all times, they
need to be wise about when and how they cite Bible references.
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8 – Sadhu Sundar Selvaraj (2015) “Wait as Eagles”  Jesus Ministries P/L: Singapore  [Kindle ed.] p:109
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