
If Our Task is Positive, Why The Negativity?

Why are professing Christians some of the most critical, negative and bitter people I meet? This should
not be the case.

Those who talk about the Kingdom, but don’t live like they’re in the Kingdom, are not much better.

Hazarding a guess as to the main source of this pessimism, I’d point the finger at religion and legalism.
This ‘root’ is easy to pick – look for the fruit1 that comes from them. Watch what happens when believer’s
situations and circumstances change. For example: Their new boss is gay; or, the mayor comes out in
support of abortion. True,  these two examples are spiritual issues, but  it’s the reaction to the news by
followers of Jesus that is the tell-tale sign. It’s how they respond that’s important to note.

There are a number of prime reasons for Christians being negative and pessimistic:

1. Religion
2. Legalism

3. Their worldliness
4. Their hedonism

5. Their worldview
6. Their eschatology

7. News media
8. Gloom and doom publications

Basically,  besides  religion  and  legalism,  their  pleasure-seeking  (hedonism),  self-centredness  drives  a
negative character because life doesn’t go the way they want it to. They become ‘cheezed off’ with life
when they can’t get what you want.

Add to this the negative news media, and life always looks glim. TV news on very rare occasions play a
‘feel good’ story, while the rest of the time the focus is on the troubles all around us.

The biggest contributors to glumness for people these days are the doom and gloom
publications which catch the attention of the media who promote it in never-ending news
items – all of course in the name of educating and warning the populace. These books
become the signature feature of generations who are ‘tarred’ with the negativity they
contain.  Take  for  example  Paul  Ehrlich’s  book  “The  Population  Bomb”  which  was
released in 1968. It told us that by the year 2000 we’d run out of food because of the
over-population of the planet. A recent editorial2 critiques the predictions of the book and
discovers that despite all the doom and gloom it contained, the world is a much better
place today. Here are some of the UN3 global statistics4 the article cites which compare
today with Ehrlich's 1970s:

1. Half the world lived on less than $2/day – this has halved today
2. Extreme poverty in East Asia living on a bowl of rice/day – fell from 81% to 4% today

3. Living without clean water in sub-Sahara Africa – this has halved today
4. Global life expectancy – has risen from 63 to 71 years today

5. Airfares – are now so cheap that air travel is common
6. Smoking rates – are at a record low today

1 – Matthew 7:20
2 – Caroline Overington (7-7-2018) “The World is Not Perfect but it Comes Pretty Close” Inquiry, The Weekend Australian
     (www.theaustralian.com.au/news/inquirer/if-the-worlds-not-perfect-it-comes-pretty-close/news-story/7926720c9d725c26c8e895f596aa4d4b )
3 – e.g. “The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2018” 
     (www.un.org/development/desa/publications/the-sustainable-development-goals-report-2018.html)
4 – Numbers rounded-off to the nearest whole number
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7. Homicide rates in big cities – have halved today

8. Incomes – are up today
9. Prices – are down today

10. Feeding the family – less work time is needed to feed a family today
11. Infant mortality – rates dropped from 1990-2016: 64/1,000 live births to 30/1,000 today

12. Infant mortality rates (<5 y.o.a) – dropped from 1990-2016: 93/1,000 to 40/1,000 today
13. People living in extreme poverty – dropped from 1990-2015: 1.9 billion to 836 million today

14. Education enrolments – all levels are up today
15. School attendance – around 90% of all children attend school today

16. Literacy rate for 15-25 y.o. – rose from 1990-2015: 83% to 91% today
17. New HIV infections – fell by 40% from 2000 to 2013 and is still falling

18. Malaria deaths – >6.2 million were averted between 2000 and 2015
19. We are richer today

20. We are more tolerant today
21. We are more chubby today

So how is the world going? Much better thank you very much!

If life, globally, is much better than the past, why are Christians so upset about it?

Even  the  atheist  Steven  Pinker  has  written  a  book5 this  year  pointing  out  our
improvements, to show everyone that our view of the world situation is cock-eyed.
Pinker even has a TED video on YouTube.6

Pinker includes these statistics7 showing that the world is a better place compared
to 30 years ago:

1. Homicide rates in the US – dropped from 9/100,000 people to 5/100,000
2. People in the US below the poverty line – dropped from 11% to 3%

3. Global extreme poverty – dropped from 37% to 10%
4. Global wars – dropped from 23 to 12

5. Nuclear weapons – dropped from 61,000 to 10,000
6. World democracies – rose from 45 governments over 2 billion people to 103 governments over 4

billion people

He also compared the past 200 years with today, globally:

1. Life expectancy – increased from 30 years to 71 years today
2. Infant mortality – dropped from 33% to 6% today

3. Literacy – increased from 12% to 86% today
4. Infectious disease – mostly disappeared (relatively)

5. Undernourishment – mostly disappeared (relatively)
6. Catastrophic famines – mostly disappeared (relatively)

7. We are wealthier – the world is 100x wealthier today
8. We are safer today

9. We are healthier today

5 – Steven Pinker (2018) “Enlightenment Now: The Case for Reason, Science, Humanism and Progress”
6 – www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCm9Ng0bbEQ 
7 – Numbers rounded-off to the nearest whole number
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Even since 1986 the statistics show:8

1. Life expectancy – increased from 65 years to 72 years today
2. Casualties from famine – decreased from 134,000 to 42,500 today

3. Literacy rates – increased from 72% to 86% today
4. Homicides – decreased from 6.4/100,000 people to 5.3/100,000 today

5. Democracies – increased from 68 to 131 today
6. Extreme poverty – decreased from 37% to 10% today

7. Average income per person – increased from $6,990 to $10,092 today
8. Casualties of war – decreased from 213,559 to 87,432 today

However, since the 1980s there have been some ‘bad’ statistics:9

1. Children born outside of marriage – increased from 7% (1979) to 44% (2008)
2. Casualties of terrorism – increased from 4,976 (1986) to 34,676 (2016)

3. Fertility rates – declined from 3.5 births/woman (1979) to 2.5 births/woman (2008)
4. Average personal debt – increased from $26,031/person (1997) to $30,658/person (2017)

Since “The Population Bomb” we’ve had many other doom and gloom publications, including the latest
‘flavour  of  the  month’,  climate  change.  We’ve  even  been  inundated  with  movies  on  this  topic,  all
designed to scare us into action to save our doomed planet.

          

Even today, in Australia, the worrying issue for a large percentage of the population is the ‘dreaded’ cost
of buying a house. This is one of the latest ‘bogey men’ to scare everyone. But, all is not as it seems. Read
this:

“Partly as a consequence of rising house prices between 1984 and 2009-10, the Australian Bureau of
Statistics’ (ABS) Household Expenditure Survey indicates that the estimated proportion of average weekly
household expenditure on current housing increased from approximately 12.8% to 18.0%. Some of this
increase is likely to represent changing societal preferences, with households choosing to put more of
their household budget into larger, more comfortable or better-located homes. This has been facilitated
through financial deregulation and a significant growth in household disposable incomes between 1980
and 2010.” 10

“A significant growth in household disposable incomes” means we are most like spending our money on
other things instead of saving for a home or paying off the mortgage quickly. The Reserve Bank reports11

that the houseprice-to-income ratio has rise from 3 to 6 between the 1980s and early 2010s. However,
with 2 people working in the family, the ratios should remain around the same at 3.

8 – Trumpet Brief (20-6-2018) “Is the world getting better and better?” (www.thetrumpet.com/17398-is-our-world-getting-better-and-better)
9 – Trumpet Brief (20-6-2018) “Is the world getting better and better?” (www.thetrumpet.com/17398-is-our-world-getting-better-and-better)
10 – “Housing affordability in Australia”
     (www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook45p/HousingAffordabilit)
11 – “Dwelling Prices and Household Income” (2012) (www.rba.gov.au/publications/bulletin/2012/dec/pdf/bu-1212-2.pdf) 
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Why then are Christians so negative about life knowing all these many great global improvements? The
answer will most likely lie in the other reasons I originally mentioned.

(1)  Religion  –  Religion  makes  a  person  view  anything  different  from  their  belief  to  be  evil  and
consequently negative. This negativity enlarges, engulfing the whole person’s character. This occurs, even
if the things in question are spiritually neutral.

(2) Legalism – Legalism is a higher form of religion, so the effects are more damaging on the person’s
character. Everything that is out-of-line with the person’s standard (e.g. the Bible or the 10 Command-
ments) produces angst in the person which manifests as negativity and criticism.

(3) Worldliness – Christians ‘married’ to the world and the world system rather than our King are greatly
affected by the world’s ups and downs. Anyone who takes their eyes off the Lord suffer the ‘drowning
effect’ that Peter experienced – everything is overwhelming to them, because nothing is stable.

(4) Hedonism – Self-pleasing is the biggest cause of dissatisfaction and negativity among people. When
things don’t go their way, their focus on pleasing themselves makes everything that doesn’t gratify them a
‘big issue’.  This exacerbates the ‘downs’ so the ‘ups’ are eclipsed and the person spirals into deeper
negativity and criticism.

(5) Worldview – If a believer’s worldview is not a Kingdom one, they will not see things from a Kingdom
perspective. With a church worldview or a biblical worldview, the focus is on these entities and anything
outside of them is viewed as chaos or evil. A Kingdom worldview allows a person to separate what’s
important from what isn’t. The twin Kingdom life of peace and rest buffers the ups and downs of life so
these are viewed as part of their development process rather than opposition.

(6) Eschatology – Those subscribing to Futurist Eschatology are expecting everything to get worse, and
future  persecution  to  annihilate  them.  Their  only  hope  is  to  get  out  of  here  and  go  to  Heaven.
Alternatively, their other hope is waiting for the paradise of the Millennial Reign. This no-win scenario
saps them of the energy and vision to impact the world for the Kingdom. Their daily lives consist of
tallying up everything that’s going wrong and getting worse. That is, until Sunday, when they suddenly
come alive and smile.

(7) News media – Yes, the news is usually focussed on city, national and world problems – especially of
the catastrophic kind.

Of course all these external factors are over and above the propensity of a person to be negative and
critical because of their life experiences. I’ve focussed here on the outward factors as these are often
overlooked. Besides, healing is available from Heaven for damaged emotions and wounds from the past –
a focal point of many other people’s teaching.

The Opposing View

The opposite view is not palatable to modern Christians as it’s not taught from the pulpit. In fact, it’s
preached against and attacked on the Internet. No wonder no one really wants the Christian religion –
except those scared into it as an antidote to hell.

Justin  Abraham lampooned  the  pessimism of  Christians  in  one  of  his  recent  lectures.12 He has  also

12 – Justin Abraham (2-5-2018)  “Into Zion” [podcast] – There’s a 10-minute segment in this audio file on doom and gloom
        (www.podomatic.com/podcasts/companyofburninghearts/episodes/2018-05-02T02_16_50-07_00)
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expressed this view in a blog article.13 In it he writes:

“Isaiah saw that the power of the Gospel – what Jesus has done in bringing a new order, would be so
profound so powerful that eventually every nation will stop fighting wars, and peace will reign on the
Earth, that people would live for extraordinary lengths of time…It’s time to filter the doom and gloom
from our thinking with the blood of the Eternal One. Yes there are great challenges ahead. It’s not
going to be easy. There are contractions and pain in the birth as Jesus said. But the baby is coming
and the baby is inevitable. That baby is a new era altogether that has already begun in you and me. A
brand new order birthed out of the death of the old.” 

Frank Viola points out that if our trust is anywhere other than the King and his Kingdom, we’re bound to
be disappointed and so, pessimistic.

“At the end of the day, the issue of human governments comes down to where we place our trust and
find our security. Too many believers trust in the government to meet their needs. And they place their
hope and security in a political movement to effect change. But as I pointed out in ‘Insurgence’, this is
a misplaced hope. And it‘s an expression of a false security.

Jesus made clear that the pagans put their hope and security in earthly power and treasures. This is
why they are constantly vexed with worry, anxiety, and envy.14 The Kingdom of God is at odds with all
these things, and it’s why Jesus ended his exhortation with a plea to – seek the Kingdom first. As a
result, the King has promised to meet all our needs.15

Put another way, when our trust is placed in the nation-state and what it can provide, we’ll always live
in worry and fear. But if our hope and security is placed in the King and his Kingdom, we can know
true peace in the midst of chaos, war, failed economies, and tyranny.

The political-governmental system is under God’s judgment. Therefore, it is foolish for God’s people to
put their trust in any earthly authority.

As Kingdom people, our allegiance should never be given to any human leader. God calls us to put our
hope and trust in Jesus Christ and his cross, not in the sword or the vote.” 16

The Cure

Yes, there is a cure for this pessimism – it’s called sonship. Life in the Kingdom is not about becoming a
Christian and living the church life. It’s about being adopted as a son of the Most High God and living in
the benefits and wild excitement of that position. Partnering with the King of the universe to assist seeing
Father’s plans for the planet come into being is the most exciting and rewarding life ever.  There’s no
room for  pessimism, criticism or negativity  in  genuine sonship.  Busyness from being about  Father’s
business is all consuming and when fully focussed doesn’t allow negativity to take a hold. Living by
drinking daily of the Living Water17 of the Spirit refreshes and invigorates sons each and every new day.

It’s pretty obvious. STOP thinking on negative things. Renew your mind18 by thinking on what’s righteous
and positive.19 This will retrain your brain20 to stay focussed there.

So, change what you think about. Focus on the Kingdom and live the Kingdom life. Push away all doubt,
regrets, disappointments, anxiety, stress and fear, and press pass them into the Kingdom. That’s what it

13 – Justin Abraham (6-3-2013) “A Bright Day Rising” [blog]
       (companyofburninghearts.wordpress.com/2013/03/06/blog-a-bright-day-rising)
14 – Matthew 6:19-34
15 – Matthew 6:33-34
16 – Frank Viola (2018) “The Origins of Human Government and Hierarchy” p:8-9  [A companion essay to his book ‘Insurgence’] 
        (insurgencebook.com/Origins.pdf)     FREE PDF
17 – John 7:37
18 – Romans 12:2
19 – Philippians 4:8
20 – Dr Caroline Leaf (2013) “Switch on Your Brain” Baker Books
       (cdn.bakerpublishinggroup.com/processed/book-resources/files/Excerpt_9780801018398.pdf)    [free sample]
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takes – active pressure.  Remember, the Kingdom is grasped by force21, not by passivity or laziness.

We are the ‘light’22 and ‘salt’23 that the world wants. What we have is what meets the inward need of
every person. BUT, unless we cease being critical, negative, pessimistic and depressed, no one will want
what we have. 

It’s all up to us. Focus on the King and the Kingdom and live the life of real sons so that the Kingdom can
expand and fill the whole earth as was prophesied24 – now, not in the Millennial Reign.

DISCLAIMER:  I speak on what’s going on around the world (including what’s negative) to educate
others.  My  purpose  is  not  to  instil  fear  or  to  produce  negativity  but  to  bring  knowledge  and
understanding that will complement the advancing Kingdom.

Laurence
11-7-2017
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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21 – Matthew 11:12 “the kingdom of heaven has endured violent assault, and violent men seize it by force [as a precious prize—a share in 
the heavenly kingdom is sought with most ardent zeal and intense exertion].” AMPC
22 – Matthew 5:14-15
23 – Matthew 5:13
24 – Daniel 2:35
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