
The Wisdom of Holding Your Tongue

There is a great maxim that’s sorely needed these days:

James 1:19 (NKJV) – let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak,

To get a fuller understanding of this reference, here it is in the Amplified version:

James 1:19 (AMP) – Let everyone be quick to hear [be a careful, thoughtful listener], slow to speak
[a speaker of carefully chosen words and], slow to anger [patient, reflective, forgiving];

Being slow to speak and eager to listen creates an environment where those wanting/needing to be heard
can be heard. Those who are quick to speak overlook the needs of others by their self-centred need to
‘sprout’ their knowledge and advice. Quick speakers damage relationships and break up community, a
situation that should not occur in the ekklesia.

More importantly, being slow to speak, and at the same time Spirit-sensitive, means that there is a humble
attitude with the person to wisely wait for the Spirit to give them something to say. As sons of the Most
High God, we represent him, so our speech must also correspond with our sonship. 

Here’s how import it is to know when to speak and when not to, according to what our King thinks:

“There are times when you must speak and times when you must be silent. I would have you speak
when it is appropriate, but be silent in My presence so that you can receive My wisdom, especially as it
applies to solutions to difficult problems. You need My help in navigating life's struggles…Stay close.” 1

IMPORTANT: Wanting to solve everyone else’s problems is a universal characteristic of modern young people.
But, having the wisdom to be slow to speak will allow them time to think about getting their own lives in order
before trying to rectify the issues that others have.
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