
They Still Say ‘Don’t Judge’

After all my teachingi, there are still those scream out, “Don’t judge me”. Usually they are people who are
hurt or emotionally damaged, and use this mantra to protect themselves.

In a snapshot, here are the important points:

1. Jesus said “Do not judge”ii, but in the same discourse he qualified it by saying, “Then you will see 
clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye”iii. This indicates that when we’ve cleaned up our 
lives, we are able to righteously judge others.

2. Jesus said: “judge with righteous judgement”iv. That’s definitely conclusive – we are permitted to judge
others.

3. Paul wrote: “Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you, not even one, who will be able to judge 
between his brethren?”v. So there are times when elders (for example) can judge other believers.

4. Paul wrote: “And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep 
company with him, that he may be ashamed”vi. How is it possible to note someone who doesn’t obey 
Paul’s teaching if we can’t judge what they do.

5. Jesus castigated 2 church groups in Asia Minorvii for not judging those who were in their group teaching
evil. It was the job of the members of the groups to oppose those who displayed evil, and the elders 
should have judged them to kicked them out.

6. We cannot judge other peoples’ motives – God does thatviii.

7. We cannot judge other peoples’ hearts, only the out-working of their hearts.

8. Knowing a person by their fruitix judges their heartx.

9. We are not to judge another believer’s freedom/liberty in the Kingdom.xi

10. We cannot judge another person’s salvation status, only the fruit that develops because of it or it’s 
lack.

11. We cannot judge another person’s final salvation, only the day of Judgement will reveal it.xii

12. The Spirit searches and knows all thingsxiii, so it is valid to judge others by what the Spirit reveals 
about them. This is exactly what Jesus did.xiv

13. Discernment is spiritual judgement.

14. We can discern spirits that manipulate others.xv This means judging what spirit is active.

15. Those who are spiritually mature can judge (discern) good and evil.xvi

16. Judging is a type of assessment or evaluation of a person’s spiritual condition. It is not to be done in a 
condemning way, in bitterness or critically. Love and grace must underlie it.

17. It’s for the person’s edification – so they can grow and mature spiritually. Plus, the good of the 
ekklesia.

Read my article: “Are We Permitted to Judge Others”
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