
Did Paul Preach Christ to the Assemblies of Believers?

It has been emphatically stated by some Bible teachers that Paul preached Christ to the early  ekklesia
assemblies. This is the type of instruction, they say, that must be constantly undertaken in ‘church’ today.
This idea is most probably based on the following passage, according to what proponents have said to me:

1 Corinthians 1:22-23 (NKJV) –  For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but  we
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 

However, it’s clear from these 2 verses that it’s referring to Paul preaching to non-believers, not believers.
Believers in Jesus (i.e. followers of “The Way”1) had no stumbling block regarding their Lord, nor was
following him foolishness to them in any way. The use of these verses to support preaching Christ to
believers is illogical and plain error. There are no cross-references in the Bible to “we preach Christ”,
only a similar reference in Philippians 1:12-18 where it is about evangelizing non-believers in Rome.

This confusion about ‘preaching’ needs to be made clear because many believers are misguided in the
way they put pressure on others to believe the teaching they present.
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Notice what is recorded that Peter and the apostles did in Jerusalem:

Acts 5:42 (HKJV) –  And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease  teaching and
preaching Jesus as the Christ.

Do you see that both teaching and preaching are mentioned? 

There’s  a  BIG  difference  between  these  two  words  according  to  how  the  readers  of  the  letter  to
Theophilus (the book of Acts) would have understood it in the 1st century AD. These are two different
methods the apostles used when expounding spiritual matters to different groups of people. So, we find in
Acts that:

• Preaching is  translated  from  euaggelizō which  means  to  declare,  bring  (declare,  show)  glad
(good)  tidings,  preach  (the  gospel).  In  other  words,  to  announce  good  news  ("evangelize"),
especially the gospel.2

• Teaching is  translated  from  didaskō which  means  to  teach  –  i.e.  to  impart  instruction,  instil
doctrine (‘teaching’ in modern English), or to explain or expound something.3

This  means  that  each  time  there  was  preaching,  it  was  evangelizing  non-believers,  not  speaking  to
converts in the assemblies. 

Here are some examples of preaching to non-believers:4

• Acts 8:4 – Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.

• Acts 8:5 – Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.
• Acts 8:12 – But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God

and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.

• Acts  8:25  –  So  when  they  had  testified  and  preached  the  word  of  the  Lord,  they  returned  to
Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.

• Acts 8:35 – Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.

• Acts 8:40 – But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he

1 –  Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 24:14, 22
2 – Strong's #2097   (www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G2097/euaggelizo.htm)
3 – Strong's #1321   (www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G1321/didasko.htm)
4 – All are NKJV quotes
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came to Caesarea.
• Acts 9:20 – Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.

• Acts 9:27 – But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. And he declared to them how he
had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at
Damascus in the name of Jesus.

• Acts 10:36 –  The word which God sent to the children of Israel,  preaching peace through Jesus
Christ—He is Lord of all—

• Acts 10:37 –  that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all  Judea, and began from
Galilee after the baptism which John preached:

• Acts 10:42 – And He commanded us to  preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was
ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead

• Acts 11:19 – Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as
far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but the Jews only.

• Acts 11:20 –  But some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to
Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus.

• Acts 13:5 – And when they arrived in Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of
the Jews. They also had John as their assistant.

• Acts 13:38 – Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man is preached to you the
forgiveness of sins;

• Acts 13:42 –  So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these words
might be preached to them the next Sabbath.

• Acts 14:7 – And they were preaching the gospel there.

• Acts 14:15 –  and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men with the same
nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless things to the living God,
who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them,

• Acts 14:21 –  And when they had  preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, they
returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch,

• Acts 14:25 – Now when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.
• Acts 15:35 – Paul and Barnabas also remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the

Lord, with many others also.

• Acts 15:36 –  Then after some days Paul  said to Barnabas,  “Let  us now go back and visit  our
brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they are doing.”

• Acts  16:6  –  Now when  they  had  gone  through  Phrygia  and  the  region  of  Galatia,  they  were
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia.

• Acts  16:10  –  Now after  he  had  seen  the  vision,  immediately  we  sought  to  go  to  Macedonia,
concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them.

• Acts 17:3 – explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead,
and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.

• Acts 17:13 – But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was preached by
Paul at Berea, they came there also and stirred up the crowds.

• Acts  17:18 –  Then certain  Epicurean  and Stoic  philosophers  encountered  him.  And some said,
“What does this babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods,”
because he preached to them Jesus and the resurrection.

In regards to teaching by Paul we find these references:5

• 1 Corinthians 4:17 – For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful son
in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church.

• 1 Corinthians 14:6 – But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit

5 – All are NKJV quotes
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you unless I speak to you either by revelation, by knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching?
• 1 Corinthians 14:19 – yet in the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that

I may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue.

• Colossians 2:7 – rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught,
abounding in it with thanksgiving.

• 2 Thessalonians  2:15  –  Therefore,  brethren,  stand fast  and hold  the  traditions  which  you were
taught, whether by word or our epistle.

• 1 Timothy 4:11 – These things command and teach.
• 1 Timothy 6:2b – Teach and exhort these things

• 2 Timothy 2:2 – And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to
faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

• Titus 1:11 – whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households, teaching things which
they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain.

You’ll also note from the two references underneath that  only teachers are given to the  ekklesia by the
King, not preachers. Evangelists are given for the purpose of evangelising non-believers:

• 1 Corinthians 12:28 (NKJV) –  And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties
of tongues.

• Ephesians  4:11-12  (NKJV)  –  And He  Himself  gave  some to  be  apostles,  some  prophets,  some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ, 

Teaching is one item that Paul suggested for inclusion in gatherings, but not preaching:

• 1 Corinthians 14:26 (NKJV) – How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you
has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be
done for edification.

Members of the ekklesia are instructed to support those who teach them. There’s no mention of those who
preach to them (because they didn’t do that):

• Galatians 6:6  (NKJV)  –  Let him who is taught the word share in all  good things with him who
teaches.

There are some verses in English Bibles which erroneously indicate that Paul supports preaching to the
assemblies, but this is  not the word to ‘preach’ (euaggelizō). Instead it is a Greek word  kērussō or
kataggellō meaning to ‘proclaim’ or ‘announce’ – i.e. speak up about some topic:

• 2 Timothy 4:2 (HCSB) –  Proclaim the message; persist in it whether convenient or not; rebuke,
correct, and encourage with great patience and teaching.

• Colossians 1:28: (ASV) – [Christ,] whom we proclaim, admonishing every man and teaching every
man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ

~:~:~:~:~:~:~

From the above notes it is clear that preaching Christ is something that is undertaken for the benefit of
non-believers, and that it is not done to or for believers in Christ. 
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In summary:
Teachers teach the ekklesia.

Preachers preach to (evangelize) non-believers.

So there you have it. No one should ever mention ‘preaching’ to members at a Kingdom gathering. And,
no one should refer to a Kingdom teacher as a ‘preacher’, either.

It should be very clear now that Paul preached “Christ” to non-believers. There was no need to do this
with believers because they had already accepted Jesus as their Christ. 

This brings me to the final point: Should all the teaching to the ekklesia be about Christ, as some Bible
teachers espouse? NO! He is the centre of our Kingdom life and the most important facet of our genuine
sonship, BUT, there’s stacks of other teaching we need to be able to live rightly as sons. (More on this
point another time.)

Laurence
15-12-2019
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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