
Should We Oppose Other Religions?

We’ve already found out that we shouldn’t be offended by our society’s sinfulness because it’s under the
control of the Kingdom of Darkness and sin is normal there.1 Our investigation also showed that both
Jesus and the Apostles weren’t offended by society, only by the sin of God’s people. Added to that, the
NT doesn’t direct us to be offended, but strongly warns us against doing it.

The question that can come from the outcome of that investigation is: What about other religions, should
we be offended by their presence and oppose them in our society?

For Example: Should we be offended at the growth of Îŝļâɱ in our nation and the construction of ɱüŝļīɱ
schools and ɱõŝʠüᶒŝ? Many Christians certainly are, with some even taking out court action against their
construction.2 In a democracy there should not be any religious discrimination, so what should Christians’
attitude be when they falsely believe Australia is a Christian country3? 

With the 2019 proposal for a religious discrimination law, here’s a real-life situation where Christians will
most likely feel they are obliged to oppose a religion, Satanism. The federal government has received a
submission from  the Noosa Temple of Satan on the Queensland Sunshine Coast in which they outline
their strategies under the new legislation if it passes. (See a copy of their submission on the next page)4 In
it they stated that they “will aggressively use this law to ensure that we can access all the privileges it
guarantees” and they  “vowed to use street evangelism, school programs, government grant programs
and access to public facilities, claiming the list was endless.”5 They also stated the following in their
submission:6

•“We shall use our local Federal Member, Commissioners and courts to defend our new found rights
under this proposed legislation”

•“Satan has great plans for the future of Noosa and Australia and we intend to use every avenue
available to us to reach our goals.”

•“Hail Satan!” 

An internet search for ‘Noosa Temple of Satan’
shows it may not exist as an established entity in
Noosa as could be assumed from their submission.
It may just be a spoof to offend Christians as the
main  spokesperson  is  the  main  LGB-etc.
proponent in that area.

As Kingdom sons, what should we do in this case and any other case like it?

Let’s apply the same investigative technique to this question as was done for the previous one about
society. 

The starting point is to find out from 3 reliable sources: What did they do, say and teach about opposing
other religions?

1 – “Should We Be Offended by Our Society”      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Should-We-Be-Offended-by-Our-Society.pdf 
2 – www.watoday.com.au/national/act/concerned-citizens-of-canberras-lengthy-legal-battle-over-gungahlin-mosque-over-20160108-gm1x8n.html 
      www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6138986/gungahlin-mosque-opponents-lose-court-battle 
3 – “Has Australia’s Development been a Product of Christian Thought”
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Has-Australias-Development-been-a-Product-of-Christian-Thought.pdf 
4 – i.dailymail.co.uk/1s/2020/01/19/21/23605778-7905417-The_Noosa_Temple_of_Satan_on_Queensland_s_Sunshine_Coast_release-m-
15_1579469030215.jpg 
5 – www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7905417/Temple-Satanism-Noosa-vows-advantage-religious-freedom-bill-preach-schools.html 
6 – www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7905417/Temple-Satanism-Noosa-vows-advantage-religious-freedom-bill-preach-schools.html 
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Jesus – He lived under the religion of Judaism when he was in Judah and he grew up under the religion of
Samaritanism (very closely related to Judaism)7 which was the one in the areas of Northern Israel where
he went with his disciples to teach. In Palestine there were also the religions of the invading Romans and
of the Greeks. In this location Jesus had every opportunity to speak against any religion but we don’t find
him doing that. 

Jesus only spoke against the Jewish religious leaders who were leading their people away from God. They
had taken Jehovah’s lifestyle and service practices and turned them into a legalistic religion,  void of
spiritual  life.  This  wasn’t  another  religion  he  was  opposing,  it  was  a  perversion  of  what  had  been
instituted.8 His opposition wasn’t against the Mosaic setup, but rather what the religious leaders had done
with it by instituting their own practices.9 Jesus never spoke against the Mosaic temple practices or the
ceremonies & festivals Jehovah had set up.

He didn’t castigated the Roman centurion about his false worship practices when he was asked to heal the
soldier’s daughter. He didn’t spiritually bully the Samaritan woman at the well about her false version of
Judaism when he was talking with her.  Instead Jesus taught about the Kingdom of God that he was
reinstating and manifested its power by impacted people’s lives. Nothing more.

7 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaritanism 
8 – Matthew 23:23 (1-34)
9 – Matthew 23:1-4
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Paul & the Apostles – They lived in the same society as Jesus, while Paul was an appointed apostle to
the gentiles who lived in more idolatrous societies. In all localities they set their task to evangelism 10 and
the support of the communities of saints. Paul liked to freely debate with philosophers and people of other
religions.11 On one recorded occasion he was deeply troubled12 by the idol worship in the city because he
knew that it was a false way to serve God.

Their  main  opposition  came from the  local  and dispersed  Jews  who were  infuriated  that  they  were
teaching about the Messiah.13 Opposition also came from the idol worshippers and those making a living
from it because they were defending their religion.14 When Paul was in Athens he spoke to the crowd of
listeners at a meeting in the Areopagus15 (A.K.A. ‘Mars Hill’ & ‘Ares Rock’) he didn’t use his speech to
‘rip into’ the other religions at all. 

Paul and the Jerusalem Apostles were mainly concerned with saints drifting back into idol worship and
Judaism. Their efforts were to instruct them not to mix their faith with other religions,16 while advising
them not to fear other religion’s activities.17

New Testament – There is scant teaching in the NT for us to learn from about our attitude to other
religions.  Apart  from  the  teachings  of  Paul  referenced  above,  there  is  our  King’s  warning  against
tolerating  occultic  practices  and  teachings  within  communities  of  believers (viz.  Jezebel  and  the
Nicolaitans).18 There are absolutely no NT teachings instructing us, directly or indirectly, to actively
oppose other religions.

~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~

So, why is there so much fear and hostility towards other religions by Christians? It appears to be a prima
facie stance based on emotion and a misdirected zeal for God’s holiness. However, this crumbles under
close investigation. Such attitudes are based on the OT, not the NC we are in at the present time. It’s
legalism and religion that causes you to want to pull down the high places and burn the Asherah poles, not
the Spirit.

We have  no directives  to  oppose  other  religions  in  any way –  none  at  all.  The  NT doesn’t  set  the
precedent and we don’t have any directive from our King through spiritual communication or prophecy to
activate us to do so in the natural. Some may have been given directions by Holy Spirit to oppose other
religions in the spirit realm, but that’s all. 

IMPORTANT: Nothing has been passed on to us spiritually as sound Kingdom teaching on this matter.

If you still think you must actively oppose other religions because you “know the truth”, bear this in
mind:  The  world  system  eliminates  opponents,  but  the  Kingdom  changes  them.  Authoritarian
governments  oppose  religions  that  disagree  with  them (e.g.  Communist  China).  Religion  persecutes
opposing religions: Jesus was crucified by religion; Hindus and Ṁüŝļīɱŝ kill Christians and destroy their
buildings.  Religious  Christians  have  persecuted  and  killed  those  who  disagree  with  them:  Roman
Catholics against protestants; Anglicans against Puritans who became pilgrims to the USA.

Jesus didn’t do it the world’s way. He resisted retaliation against his opponents and because he did it the
Kingdom way he has impacted the entire globe.19 

10 – Acts 17:1-4
11 – Acts 17:17-18
12 – Acts 17:16
13 – Acts 17:13
14 – Acts 19:23-34
15 – Acts 17:22-34
16 – Acts 15:22-29 (Acts 21:25); Galatians 4:8-10
17 – 1 Corinthians 10:23-31
18 – Revelation 2:14-16; 20-23
19 – Matthew 26:51-54; John 18:36
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If  you choose to oppose any religion in a way other than what Holy Spirit  shows you then you are
working out of your flesh (attitudes, emotions, soul or mind). This has no place in the Kingdom of God
just as any works that a person may do out of their own initiative, other than good works based on agapē
love.

Laurence
21-1-2020
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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