
The End of ‘A Case for Christ’ as a Method

As we move forward in this new era of the Kingdom1, the way we outreach to people and bring them into
the Kingdom will be different to the way evangelism has been conduction over the past 300 years or so.
The method we have been shown is the same as the way Jesus of Nazareth operated – i.e. impacting the
world with the Kingdom.

For this  reason,  the  book ‘A Case for  Christ’ by  Lee  Strobel  and Josh  McDowell’s  ‘Evidence  That
Demands a Verdict’ are no longer relevant for Kingdom outreach. Sure, there may be some use for them,
but the method of Bible referencing will NOT be the main mode of outreach from now on.

You say, “It’s worked before, so why should we stop doing it?” There are a number of reason for ceasing
evangelism with the Bible as the tool:

1. Our King is showing us how he wants things done in this new era of the Kingdom.

2. In a new season (e.g. era) the Kingdom changes in certain ways and does some things differently.

3. Heaven is directing the Kingdom on Earth so we must align with it, not our church way of doing
things.

4. As the days get darker in the world due to opposition to the Kingdom getting brighter, evangelistic
preaching and personal evangelism conducted in the old style will be outlawed by governments
and institutions.

5. The example of our predecessors show that we need to be led by the Spirit in the way we reach out
to others.

6. The  Spirit  must  show  us  who  to  speak  to  because  Father  has  to  draw  individuals  into  the
Kingdom,2 it’s  not  something  that’s  done  by  our  soul  power  or  enthusiasm,  which  is  the
evangelical method.

Already, in 2020, evangelists are being prevented from running open-air meetings on council property.
Franklin Graham was prevented from speaking in the UK at Liverpool ACC, Sheffield and the Glasgow
SEC.3 He was opposed by the councils who objected to his Christian stance. 

“Susan Aitken, the SNP Council leader stated that the Mission should not go ahead because it could
be  breaking  the  law.  She  stated  that  permitting  Franklin  Graham  to  speak  at  the  SEC  could
"fundamentally breach the council’s statutory equalities duties".”  4

The real issue was that of equality which is demanded by ‘identity politics’, a maxim which is pushed by
those who claim victim status the most. On top of this, Franklin was also opposed by local church leaders.

“The Bishop of Sheffield, Pete Wilcox, said in November: “Mr Graham’s rhetoric is repeatedly and
unnecessarily inflammatory and in my opinion represents a risk to the social cohesion of our city.”
The Rev Bryan Kerr,  a  Church of  Scotland minister  in  Lanark,  said  Graham’s  views “do not  sit
comfortably with many Christians in Scotland”. He said: “These views, and many more like them, are
not shared by all Christians as Mr Graham would have people believe. Franklin Graham isn’t the
voice of Christianity.” 5

Larry  Stockstill,  a  Louisiana-based evangelist,  has  been prevented  from speaking at  a  conference  at
Edinburgh’s Usher Hall in June this year where he was to deliver the keynote address.6 This was because
he had stated that  same-sex relationships  were “deeply grievous” and “offensive”.  He has  described
abortion as “demonic” and he has urged women to avoid wearing “provocative” clothing.

1 – See canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/MESSAGE-A-New-Era-in-the-Kingdom-21-11-2018.pdf 
2 – John 6:44
3 – evangelicalfocus.com/blogs/5086/The_cancellation_of_Franklin_Graham%E2%80%99s_tour_events_is_a_seminal_moment_for_the_UK
4 – evangelicalfocus.com/blogs/5086/The_cancellation_of_Franklin_Graham%E2%80%99s_tour_events_is_a_seminal_moment_for_the_UK
5 – evangelicalfocus.com/blogs/5086/The_cancellation_of_Franklin_Graham%E2%80%99s_tour_events_is_a_seminal_moment_for_the_UK
6 – www.thetimes.co.uk/article/anti-gay-preacher-larry-stockstill-banned-from-edinburgh-s-usher-hall-klbfzz69p 
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The ‘writing is on the wall’ for traditional evangelical church worldview and practices. This is why our
King has advised is to change how we do things. For a start, we have been called out of the established
church system7 and told to meet in homes as a community. We have been instructed to form Kingdom
communities on every street which includes working with our neighbours and impacting them so they are
prompted to want to join us in the Kingdom.

The evangelistic method of using the Bible as the tool to ‘save’ people is a modern method. There are
other  methods  displayed  in  the  Bible  which  highlights  the  need  to  listen  to  the  Spirit  when  doing
outreach.

1. Peter and John used OT scripture as their  main tool when they preached to Israelites (mainly
Jews).8 This is because the Jews were waiting for the messiah, so the acceptance of Jesus as their
messiah was their main hurdle. Paul and Barnabas also used the OT scriptures while preaching to
the disbursed Jews.9 Philip preached to an Ethiopian using the OT because he was studying it and
had questions about the content.10 Apollos did the same thing.11

2. The use of scripture was not the only means of persuading12 people in the 1st century. It was the
Spirit who caused people to believe what was preached rather than the persuasive message based
on scripture quotes.13 For example: When Paul preached to the Athenians at the Areopagus on
Mars Hill he used logic, not scripture, because the people in the audience were mainly Epicurean
and Stoic philosophers. 

3. The Spirit  also bore witness to the preaching by granting signs and wonders to accompany it
causing people to come into the faith.14 This was Jesus’ method and the one he told his disciples to
use when they went out preaching about the Kingdom.15

For us, an important concept to grasp is that Jesus is our prototype and the one who we must learn from
and be trained to mimic. His outreach to the people was not like modern evangelism which uses the Bible
to  convince  people.  He did  quote  scripture  where  it  was  necessary  for  him to change the  listener’s
mindset16, but this was very rare according to the Gospel records. His main use of scripture was when
being confronted by the religious leaders.17 The main reason for this  was that the source of spiritual
knowledge (actually religious knowledge) was the Law and the prophets – i.e. the OT. Paul did the same
thing with these people.

A cursory study of the way Jesus operated is plain to see if a non-religious mindset is used when reading
the Gospels. He:

•Taught on the Kingdom, not religion

•Didn’t justify his  words using scripture,  he allowed Holy Spirit  to quicken what  he said to the
hearers so it impacted them

•Taught in styles relevant for his hearers – e.g. parables for those not among his disciples because
they were Kingdom secrets18

•Challenged the current societal wisdom by advancing Heaven’s perspective

• Impacted people with the power of the Kingdom so they knew that the Kingdom was real19

7 – Example: Read the prophetic vision of Rick Joyner (2013) “The Path” [Fire on the Mountain book #1]
8 – Acts 3:11-4:4; 
9 – Acts 13:4-5, 14-42; 
10 – Acts 8:26-39
11 – Acts 18:28
12 – Acts 18:4; 17:4; 28:23; 2 Corinthians 5:11  (Acts 26:28)
13 – Acts 10:44-48
14 – Acts 14:3; 16:25-34
15 – Luke 9:2; 10:9
16 – Matthew 5:21, 27, 33, 38, 43; 26:31; Luke 4:17
17 – Matthew 21:13; 
18 – Matthew 13:10-11 (NIV)
19 – Matthew 4:23; 9:35; Luke 9:11; 10:9
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•Had power over the enemy displaying the presence of the Kingdom,20 not his deity

•Didn’t preach salvation & hell as his main ‘tool’

For  example:  Zacchaeus  just  listened  to  Jesus’ teaching,  and  then  he  repented  after  meeting  Jesus
personally. 

So what is our King saying at the moment to help us understand that we are in a time of transition in the
way we are to operate? Here’s a recent example:

"This decade will see the shaking of all things in My church that can be shaken. Culture, politics, economics
and social norms of the world system will be shaken off and removed from My church. What will remain is the
pure light of faith and hope and love. Everything that is not founded in these three will be removed.

"My precious ones, do not kick at the goads. I advise you to buy gold (wisdom) refined by the coming fire.

"Here is the mystery of overcoming:

—First, love Me with all that is in you.

—Then lay aside every hope that can disappoint.

—Finally, hold to your faith that My plan for you will be completed.

"My church will burn brightly in the coming darkness—purified in the fire of My Spirit. This is the decade of a
new horizon for My church."” 21

In the Kingdom, our job is not to convince people to join us. Our job is to align with Heaven so we do
everything Heaven’s way. This means that we will be shown what to say, when to say it and to whom we
are to speak. We will also be given all the strategies we need to be effective. Following that, it’s up to the
Spirit to cause them to ask how they can join us because he has touched their spirit and their heart.

The time of doing our own works is over. If we don’t get that message we will find ourselves working
against Heaven.

Laurence
6-2-2020
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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Extract from “The Path” by Rick Joyner22

“As I stood there looking at the people getting off, an officer of the ship began to walk toward me, followed by a 
few dozen people.

“We are ready to go,” the young officer said.

I looked at the young officer and then at all the other passengers. Hundreds were on the beach, and I assumed that 
several thousand more were on the ship.

“You said you were ready to go. Where are you ready to go to?” I asked the young officer who seemed to be 
representing the group.

“We’re going to the same place every sojourner has sought—the city that God is building.” … 

20 – Matthew 12:28
21 – (6-2-2020) “Prophetic Word for 2020: 'My Church Will Burn Brightly in the Coming Darkness'”
      www.charismamag.com/blogs/prophetic-insight/44236-prophetic-word-for-2020-my-church-will-burn-brightly-in-the-coming-darkness 
22 – www.amazon.com.au/Path-Rick-Joyner/dp/1607085240 
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“Are these the only ones coming?” I asked.

“The rest said they would come later,” another replied.

“There may not be a later,” I said. “The time is getting short.”

“I’ve been telling them that, but they don’t believe me,” stated the young officer… 

“They said they have everything they need. If they do not stay here, they may just cruise up and down the coast, 
which is what we’ve been doing for a long time,” another one of the passengers added… 

As we boarded the ship, I was in awe of how beautiful it was. Everything was designed for comfort and luxury. 
There was a large gathering going on in the center of the ship that I could hear echoing throughout. The music was 
beautiful.

“You must have a great sound system on this ship,” I commented to the young officer.

“Only the best. Everything is state of the art,” he replied.

“Are the cabins as nice as the common areas?” I asked.

“Some are even nicer. You should see where the leaders live. They say that they must have such places to impress 
and entertain all of the dignitaries who visit us. We do have many famous people coming and going,” the young 
officer added. “I was offered a magnificent place myself if I stayed.” … 

As we came to the captain’s quarters, I could not help but marvel at its opulence. He was waiting to usher us in and 
had refreshments ready. I assumed he had been notified that I was coming when I passed the officer of the deck. He
seemed genuinely glad to see me. After exchanging greetings, and some news about a few common people we 
knew, I got right to the point… 

“Even if we have a lot of time left, we do not have any time to waste. The battles between light and darkness are 
increasing, and the last battle is obviously near. We must make it to the mountain of the Lord with as many as we 
can,” I urged.

“There are certainly great battles being fought,” the captain replied. “We appreciate all who are fighting them and 
do as much as we can to support them. I have fought in quite a few myself, but right now we are being taught how 
to prosper. We must be obedient to our calling. This is our part now, and with our prosperity, we can help support 
those who are going on these missions.”

The opulence and luxury were mind-numbing. Everything the captain said seemed so reasonable… 

As we crossed the beach, I turned to the young officer, “What caused you to be willing to leave such a comfortable 
position to strike out into a wilderness like this?”

“I don’t want to be negative or disrespectful of my captain,” the young officer replied. “He taught me so much and 
has given me so much, but all we talk about anymore is money and stuff. I signed up to serve the Lord, not to get 
rich. This may be what they are called to, but it is not what I am called to.”

I marveled at the young man for being so resolute about something that I was so weak in. As we walked he 
continued:

“As great as it was to be on that ship, my heart was empty, and I was getting emptier. I saw good people drifting, 
beginning to do things that should not be done. I knew that if I did not leave that ship very soon I never would. 
Then I would live a life of compromise and defeat. I think this was my last call regardless of how much time the 
world has.”

“You do know that you are leaving this luxury and comfort for great hardship, don’t you?” I asked.

“Yes, I do know that. It may be more difficult than I think, but I have been reading the classics, the great 
messengers of the Lord in history. They all lived a very different life than we were living on that ship. The more I 
read about the lives of the great saints the more I questioned everything we were doing and teaching. I could not 
bear it any longer. The captain was right. I would have caused discord if I had stayed. I have to make this journey 
or I will never be at peace,” the young officer confided.

“You have done the right thing,” I said, “but it will hard. How about the people who followed you, do they know 
what they are getting themselves into?”

“They were all part of a group we started called ‘The Society of Bonhoeffer,’” the young officer said.

“I guess that says enough,” I replied as we entered the wilderness. I noticed that he did not even look back at the 
ship.”
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