
The Other Face of Agapē

The  general  public  thinks  of  love  as  something  that  is  ‘lovie-dovie’,  ‘warm  and  fuzzy’ or  that  is
passionate.  This  is  the  idea  behind  the  “it’s  just  love”  statements  of  the  Left  in  the  recent  protest
demonstrations prior to Australia’s SSM postal vote by the federal government. This love, by the way,
appears to be the one that most Christians ascribe to from my talks with them in recent times. 

That may be so in their minds, but the love we are to have as sons of God is agapē. This is entirely
different in scope to what the world thinks. Read my document explaining agapē.1

Agapē that Jesus and Paul teach in the NT means, in one respect, as many Christians quote today, that we
“love the sinner, but hate the sin”. However, there is another side to God-type love which many Christians
are ignorant of – or at least don’t espouse to. This side includes discipline, correction, judgement and
punishment. 

Each of us must come before the King on the Day of Judgement to be judged – we can’t escape it, even
though he loves (agapēs) us. This judgement is not for condemnation to eternal suffering,2 but for rebuke
of a life not well spent and for rewarding. This may not sound like love, but that’s included in agapē, we
just have the wrong idea about it. This disciplinary side is referenced in the NT for all to see:

Hebrews 12:6 (ISV) –  For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,  and he punishes3 every son he
accepts.

Revelation 3:19 (NKJV) – As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 

The function of the plural eldership of the ekklesia includes governance and discipline. When their job is
not carried out properly, the saints are led astray. This is why Jesus had to castigated the churches in
Pergamos and Thyatira, threatening to remove his presence from them,4 because evil was being practised
by believers with approval.

Today, each local ekklesia must judge all evil within their group. This is their responsibility, particularly
the apostolic oversight. Check out what Paul write in this respect, which has relevance to the SSM vote:

1 Corinthians 5:1-7a, 9-13 (ISV) – It is actually reported that sexual immorality exists among you,
and of a kind that is not found even among the gentiles. A man is actually living with his father’s wife!
And you are being arrogant instead of being filled with grief and seeing to it that the man who did this
is removed from among you. Even though I am away from you physically, I am with you in spirit. I
have already passed judgment on the man who did this, as though I were present with you. In the name
of our Lord Jesus, when you are gathered together (and I am there in spirit), and the power of our
Lord Jesus is there, too, turn this man over to Satan for the destruction of his body, so that his spirit
may be saved on the Day of the Lord5.

Your boasting is not good. You know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough, don’t you?
Get rid of the old yeast so that you may be a new batch of dough, since you are to be free from yeast...

I  wrote to you in my letter to stop associating with people who are sexually immoral—not at all
meaning the people of this world who are immoral, greedy, robbers, or idolaters. In that case you
would have to leave this world. But now I am writing to you to stop associating with any so-called
brother if he is sexually immoral, greedy, an idolater, a slanderer, a drunk, or a robber. You must even
stop eating with someone like that. After all, is it my business to judge outsiders? You are to judge
those who are in the community, aren’t you? God will judge outsiders. “Expel that wicked man.6”

1 – “Agapē Love” (canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Agape-Love.pdf)
2 – Romans 8:1; 1 John 3:14
3 – Or whips
4 – viz. The removal of their lampstand (Revelation 1:12, 20; 2:5)
5 – Other manuscripts read Lord Jesus; still other manuscripts read our Lord Jesus, the Messiah 
     (www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+5%3A1-13&version=ISV)
6 – Deuteronomy 17:7 (as per the Septugint)
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Sobering isn’t it.

Yes, we are to love the sinner, and we must bring all sinning believers in our own communities into
repentance for their own salvation.7 However, those who don’t change their ways (i.e. repent) are to be
‘kicked out’ of the community and ostracised. This is the other side of agapē.

NOTE: The passage above clearly outlines that we are to judge (evaluate) those  in community,  NOT
those who are in the world.8 They are sinners, and sinners sin. It’s we who have to live up to God’s
standard, not them.
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7 – ???????????
8 – See also 1 Peter 4:15 in the Darby Translation. Also Thayer’s Greek Lexicon comment in biblehub.com/greek/244.htm
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