
Be Careful Claiming 100-Fold

Many times I’ve heard Christians claiming 100-fold1 as their right of increase. Is this logical and is this
appropriate?

Firstly, what is 100-fold increase? It’s not 100% as some believe. It means 100 times more.

Let me explain this graphically. Below are photos of a potato crop I grew in a large pot. Although we
were in a drought, I watered it and eventually dug up more potatoes than I planted.

What I sowed (208gm)

This was a 5-fold increase (1,112÷208 = 5.34).  That  means that at  the end of the growing season I
harvested 5 times the weight of potatoes that I planted. This is not the same as a 5% increase which would
be the logic of those who think 100-fold means 100% increase.

Secondly, ‘fold increase’ is an agricultural term, as you can see from my veggie example. Economics
generally doesn’t work at that level. The general increase in finances is 1% to maybe 200% (“double your
money”). Thirty, sixty and one hundred fold just doesn’t happen in economics. Even under the OC 10%
was the normal, righteous level of increase in commerce.

Thirdly, the passage used by Christians to claim that God will multiply their resources 100-fold is an
agricultural parable about Kingdom increase in a person’s life. The reference is:

Matthew 13:23 (NKJV) – But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

What  is  this  seed?  It’s  the  “word  of  the  kingdom”2,  not finances,  not  riches,  not  pay  rates,  not
investments, etc. The parable is about receiving “the message of the kingdom”3,  not about prosperity.
What is the message of the Kingdom? It’s the one Jesus presented. It’s  not the message of salvation.
That’s an extremely limited version of what the Kingdom message is.

Lastly, the 100-fold in the parable is the Kingdom “fruit” a person bears as they operate in the Kingdom.
This is not specified in the parable, but because parables are based on everyday life in ancient timers it’s
quite clear. Remember my example above? Potatoes produce potatoes. They don’t produce carrots, or
anything  else.  In  line  with  this,  the  Kingdom produces  Kingdom ‘fruit’.  Kingdom produce  is  what
manifests from the fertility of the Kingdom in a person’s life – nothing else. 

1 – Matthew 13:23
2 – Matthew 13:19
3 – Matthew 13:19 (J.B. PHILLIPS translation)
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Claiming 100-fold as your birth right as a son or as the favour God guarantees to bless you with is not a
Kingdom understanding at all. Like produces like, and the Kingdom produces Kingdom, so what must
increase is the Kingdom in your life. This definitely relates to your maturity as a son because the parable
points to great production from good, fertile ground. Your productivity may include your impact on your
family or the nation, or your spiritual impact in the lives of others. This is where mentoring, fathering,
training, discipling, Kingdom teaching all are part of our productivity.

Does the Kingdom expand in some way (either now or down the track) from what you do and say?
That’s the type of Kingdom increase that the King is looking for.

NOTE: It’s important that we don’t see Kingdom activity as what we decide to do for the Kingdom.
That’s usually “dead works”4 because it originated in the mind of a person. Kingdom activities arise from
the Kingdom and are supported by the Kingdom.

IMPORTANT: All the other unproductive surfaces that the parable talks about are not about rejecting the
message of salvation. They’re about a person’s heart in relation to how they respond to the Kingdom
message. This is not just hearing it and agreeing with it. It’s whether it takes root and becomes an all
consuming reality in a person’s life. By “all consuming” I mean: A wheat plant in the parable puts all its
effort into growing as a wheat plant and producing wheat seed in its head (ear). The wheat plant does
nothing but grow and mature and be productive as a wheat plant should. It doesn’t do its own thing. It’s
mono-focussed in that regard. That’s a message from the parable we may not have heard before.
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4 – Hebrews 6:1; 9:14
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