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Challenge

“Part of being a conscientious Bible student is
ensuring we don't filter Scripture through our
own assumptions and preconceived ideas
about what it says. Our theology should come
from the biblical text, not from our traditional
readings of it. Suspending our presuppositions
IS not as easy as it might seem. ”

Michael S. Heiser “The Bible Unfiltered — Approaching Scripture on Its Own Terms” p:141-142



Challenge

One misguided assumption is the idea that the
Devil rebelled with 3 of God’s angels pre-

creation and before The Fall of humanity.
(Genesis 3)

Michael S. Heiser “The Bible Unfiltered — Approaching Scripture on Its Own Terms” p:141-142
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There aren't any scripture passages which

record this event, yet many Christians believe
it's what the Bible teaches.

There’s only one passage that uses “a third”
regarding angels. (Revelation 12:1-9)

Michael S. Heiser “The Bible Unfiltered — Approaching Scripture on Its Own Terms” p:141-142 x>
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And another sign appeared Iin heaven:
behold, a great, fiery red dragon having
seven heads and ten horns, and seven
diadems on his heads. His tail drew a third of
the stars of heaven and threw them to the
earth...

Revelation 12:3-4a (NKJV)

Michael S. Heiser “The Bible Unfiltered — Approaching Scripture on Its Own Terms” p:141-142
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So the great dragon was cast out, that
serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan,
who deceives the whole world; he was cast to
the earth, and his angels were cast out with

him.

Revelation 12:9 (NKJV)

Michael S. Heiser “The Bible Unfiltered — Approaching Scripture on Its Own Terms” p:141-142
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The passage identifies the dragon as the
Devil, but the war in Heaven is not connected
with creation or the time pre-Fall.

There is nothing about when Lucifer turned
from God, either here or in any other scripture.

Michael S. Heiser “The Bible Unfiltered — Approaching Scripture on Its Own Terms” p:141-142
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In context it is clearly associated with the birth
of Messiah.

The writer also uses messianic descriptions of
the child’'s destiny, such as in Zechariah 9:10

& Psalm 2:7-9

Michael S. Heiser “The Bible Unfiltered — Approaching Scripture on Its Own Terms” p:141-142
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It Is an assumption that the war scene in vi4 is
the same event as v:7-9.

These “stars” could have been godly angels
defeated by the dragon.

Michael S. Heiser “The Bible Unfiltered — Approaching Scripture on Its Own Terms” p:141-142
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This war at the time of Messiah's birth is
not what most Christians presume.

The apocalyptic and symbolic nature of the
passage makes all interpretations only

assumptions

Michael S. Heiser “The Bible Unfiltered — Approaching Scripture on Its Own Terms” p:141-142
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It's all too easy to let common (and flawed)
assumptions become our understanding.

If we seek God’s truth, we have to be careful
that we aren’t interpreting from preconceived

ideas.

Michael S. Heiser “The Bible Unfiltered — Approaching Scripture on Its Own Terms” p:141-142
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So, the challenge iIs for you to
come to grips with this information
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