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There are lots of different symbolic techniques 
used in languages to convey messages. Just a 
few are:



● Anaphora 
● Metaphors
● Parables
● Synecdoche 
● Onomatopoeia

● Hyperbole
● Allegory
● Emblem 
● Alliteration
● Paradox 

● Pun
● Simile
● Idiom
● Metonymy
● Symbols



  

Challenge

People learning a new language, even 
with immersion, don’t pick up the nuances 
of every figure of speech.

The same difficulty happens when we read 
the Bible which was written for an ancient 
culture thousands of years ago.
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It’s all 
about 

getting the 
right 

perspective

Challenge



  

Challenge

If you don’t know the speaker or writer’s 
perspective on the words they use, you’ll 
miss the meaning – even if you can read 
and write the language





  

Put Your Thinking Cap On - Figurative Speech in Life and the Bible

www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXK-hNNUlzg [6:20-18:00]

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXK-hNNUlzg
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● camera shutter speed matches helicopter’s rotors
www.youtube.com/watch?v=yr3ngmRuGUc 

● Escher's Relativity
www.youtube.com/watch?v=raBC8Vs_f6M 

● Waterfall
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0v2xnl6LwJE 

● Magnetic Hill, Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLgdZGbOclk 

Here’s some intriguing VISUAL misinterpretations:



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yr3ngmRuGUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=raBC8Vs_f6M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0v2xnl6LwJE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLgdZGbOclk
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