
Have You Noticed Immature Young People?

[Transcribed from a recording of my teaching]

Do you notice immature young people? You know, they’re between 20 and 40. When you look at them
and listen to them, you realise they are just  so immature.  Many of these are immature because they
haven’t been married and had the responsibility that comes with marriage and children. Many are totally
focussed on their lives and having a ‘good time’. So, they ‘flit’ around and chitter-chatter and party and
do all sorts of things that excite them. 

We see them. We realise that life has responsibilities and you need to be sober-minded and focussed, to
deal with what comes to you in life. It saddens me when I see them, giggling away there. Boys and girls,
men and women, giggling, talking about silly things. I remember when I was young and I looked at my
older cousins. I would have been in my mid teens, and I looked at my two older female cousins, on my
mother’s side, who were in their 30s. I thought, “Urgh. I don’t want to be like them”. I guess the young
people in the age bracket I mentioned, feel the same about us – old fuddy-duddies, stick-in-the-muds.
They see us as being weird, something they don’t want to be like. All this sound familiar?

It’s the same in the Kingdom, you know. 

As I look around me, talking to other believers, watching what they do, listening to what they say, assess
what they make of their lives, and I think to myself, “When are these people going to grow up? When are
they going to think about becoming mature? Will they ever become mature? I have to be careful with
myself, because immature sons and Christians, who don’t know anything about sonship, are always going
to be here. My job is to draw them into the Kingdom, to feed them and to sow into their lives, so they
become mature. Of course, that’s all up to them. I can’t make them mature, in the same way I couldn’t
make my children mature. But, I focussed on growing them, making them ready for adulthood, and to be
a productive member of society. 

The same thing occurs in the Kingdom, I guess. The immature believers – immature in the things of the
Spirit and immature in the things of the Kingdom – look at me and think, “No. I don’t want to be like
him. He’s weird. He’s gone off-the-rails.” I guess, like young people in the world, they see my level of
maturity (which by the way is infantile compared to what sons are supposed to be) and not want to be
what I exemplify. I guess they can look at me and go about their daily lives, thinking that what I’m
becoming and what I’m teaching about is irrelevant to them. 

There’s a lesson there somewhere.
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