
What I Discovered About the Conscience

I had a very strong conscience from my boyhood, not that I always followed it. Unfortunately, what I
discovered  over  the  years,  especially  recently,  is  that  what  Christians  call  their  conscience,  is  not
necessarily something that has a place in the Kingdom. Let me uncover this for you.

My strong conscience came from my legalistic upbringing in the Methodist denomination. This speaks
volumes for why a person’s conscience is an undesirable facility. 

Basically, my conscience equated to my fear of getting into trouble, either with God or my paternal father.
It  also  spilled  over  into  my schooling  and became the  fear  of  getting  into  trouble  with  the  deputy
headmaster or of being caned by a high school teacher. This means that it was a fear of punishment, not a
guide to righteousness. 

Once I understood this when I was baptised in the Holy Spirit in the 1980s, I began to look deeply at it to
see whether it was something I needed to fine-tune or eliminate. I discovered from overseeing a group of
people in a house church we ran in country NSW, that a person’s conscience is strongly tied to their
upbringing. My interactions during counselling sessions and dealing with peoples problems made this
abundantly clear as I measured it up against my life and the lives of those in my family.

Biblically, ‘conscience’ is the translation of the Greek word ‘suneidesis’ (συνείδησις). This word means
'the soul as distinguishing between what is morally good and bad, prompting to do the former and shun
the latter,  commending one, condemning the other'.1 This word is  derived from ‘suneidō’ (συνείδω)
meaning 'to know in one’s mind or with one’s self', 'to be conscious of'.2

So my conscience is that component of my soul which allows me to choose right from wrong, according
to Thayer (above). However obvious this may sound, it is not quite that straight-forward.

Biblically, ‘soul’ is the translation of the Greek word ‘psuchē’3 (ψυχή). It means ‘the soul’, ‘the seat of
the feelings, desires, affections, aversions (our heart, soul etc.)’ However, the word ‘soul’ is also used to
refer to any being that breathes. That’s because ‘psuchē’ comes from ‘psuchō’ meaning ‘to breathe’.

Here’s the confusion for me from my Christian upbringing. I was taught that soul meant a living thing in
biblical language, but also a person’s feelings and emotions. This was further confused by the fact that I
was told that my soul went to Heaven after I died, but not my body. 

Vine in his dictionary points out that this is a confusion that even the linguists and theologians have a
problem with:

“The language of Heb. 4:12 suggests the extreme difficulty of distinguishing between the soul and the
spirit, alike in their nature and in their activities. Generally speaking the spirit is the higher, the soul
the lower element. The spirit may be recognized as the life principle bestowed on man by God, the soul
as the resulting life constituted in the individual, the body being the material organism animated by
soul and spirit…Body and soul are the constituents of the man according to Matt. 6:25; 10:28; Luke
12:20; Acts 20:10; body and spirit according to Luke 8:55; 1 Cor. 5:3; 7:34; Jas. 2:26. In Matt. 26:38
the emotions are associated with the soul, in John 13:21 with the spirit; cf. also Ps. 42:11 with 1 Kings
21:5. In Ps. 35:9 the soul rejoices in God, in Luke 1:47 the spirit.
Apparently, then, the relationships may be thus summed up ‘Sōma4, body, and pneuma5, spirit, may be

1 – www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G4893/suneidesis.htm 
2 – www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G4894/suneido.htm 
3 – www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G5590/psuche.htm 
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5 – www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G4151/pneuma.htm 
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separated, pneuma6 and psuchē7, soul, can only be distinguished’ (Cremer).8” 9

This confusion about ‘soul’ and ‘conscience’ meant that understanding what my conscience really was,
was impossible. That’s the reason I defaulted to what my parents and the church taught me the conscience
was – a little voice inside me that ‘pricked’ me when I was doing wrong but which didn’t do anything
when I was doing right.

This worked for me all my life, until the 1980s, as I mentioned. From that time on I was on a God-given
journey (unbeknown to me) to find out what it really meant to be a Christian. Actually, it was to locate the
truth so I could operate out of truth, not lies, half-truths or errors.

This journey brought me into a headlong collision with being Spirit-led. If I was supposed to be led by the
Spirit, why did I need a conscience? 

Once I knew what the voice of the Spirit (VIZ. the voice of Jesus) was like in my spirit through my
experiences of prophesying, I knew my conscience wasn’t the Spirit showing me right from wrong. So, I
started following the Spirit’s lead in a big way for many years – probably about 20 years. He was very
accurate,  even  showing  me  what  clothes  to  wear  to  work  each  day.  That’s  because  I  used  to  be  a
fashionista in my youth and needed to be trained OUT of wanting to be ‘seen’.

Recently, I made a discovery, one that came by revelation. I knew that fear was a tool of the enemy which
he used to keep me in bondage. I’d already been resisting fear in all it’s forms – fear of man, fear of
failure, fear of getting into trouble, etc. Suddenly it dawned on me that my childhood conscience was
functioning through fear, not the Spirit. What tweaked in me as ‘wrong’ was actually the fear that I’d get
into trouble if I did that thing. Whether it was being punished by God, the police, my employers, etc., it
was fear of punishment that I was feeling. 

What a fool I’d been for all these years.

But…I needed to test my revelation somehow. My scientific training wouldn’t let me leave it there. It had
to be verified before it was accepted. That’s when I remembered that I had discovered back years ago that
a person’s conscience was molded by their upbringing. I noticed that people who were raised differently
were operating differently with their conscience. This was particularly noticeable with those who were
raised in very conservative Christian homes. 

Here’s some examples of where childhood training influences what is perceived as a person’s conscience:
(You’ll have to excuse my examples because they are realistic, highly relevant, but some may be offensive)

• Children raised in homes where evil is normal don’t get a conscience twinge when they do wrong.

• Adolescents who are taught  by their  parents that it’s  OK to defraud the “tax man” don’t  get a
conscience twinge when they cheat on their tax returns.

• Women raised as prudes may find it embarrassing to undress in front of their husbands, even after
many years of marriage and intimacy.

• An adult raised in a Christian home will believe that their conscience is convicting them if they miss
going to church services.

• A life-long Christian can’t throw away their old bible, believing that their conscience is convicting
them when they try to do it.

• A Christian youth who can’t join their mates riding a train without paying the fare believes it’s their
conscience telling them it’s wrong. Or is it fear of getting caught or fear of God punishing them?
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9 – W.E. Vine (1940?) “Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words” Riverside Book and Bible House, Iowa. P:1077-1078
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• A Ḿüŝļīɱ woman has an internal inhibition to go out in public without her head covering. Is that a
God-given, built-in directive from her Creator or is it from her life-long training in legalism and
religious control?

• A person raised in a big city can’t kill an animal of any type. They say it’s offensive, and that their
conscience won't allow them to do it.

There are so many of these examples that I’ve observed looking back over my life, but these will suffice. 

In each of these examples, the person either didn’t have a conscience or would blame their conscience
when they did something. None of the examples where the person’s conscience twinged for them was an
instance that God would have said they were doing wrong. You see, it’s their upbringing that has molded
their conscience in identifying right from wrong.

Notice also that in these examples it’s all about punishment – the fear of it or the being oblivious to it.

I rest my case. My conscience is fear of punishment, not the “still, small voice of God” speaking to me.

In addition to what I discovered, it was important for me to be reminded that The Accuser is always trying
to condemn me, bringing me under the fearful feeling that God would punish me because I failed in some
way.  Again  that’s  fear,  and  my  knowledge  that  sons  aren’t  condemned  means  I  can  take  any
condemnation and happily ‘kick it out the door’. I now refuse to allow condemnation to get a foothold in
my life.10 Another nail in the coffin of the conscience.

But, what about the 30 references11 to ‘conscience’ in the NT? These must be referring to whatever a
person uses as their ‘device’ to assess right from wrong. If they have learnt what is right, then it’s their
knowledge that should inform them. On rare occasions it’s something inherent inside them that they know
but are unaware of the source – e.g. the fact that God exists. Mostly, for followers of Jesus, it should be
their spirit that is their guide, not their conscience.

If perfect love casts out all fear, and we are in the Age of Grace, we shouldn’t be operating in any way
shape or form under the impact ,of fear.

Laurence
15-8-2020
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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