
Why No Experience of Heaven and Direct Face-to-Face Intimacy

QUESTION: Why is it that 99.9999% of Christians don’t visit Heaven or experience direct face-to-face
intimacy with a member of the Trinity?

We  know  that  Justin  Abraham,  Mike  Parsons,  Ian  Clayton  and  many,  many  more  have  had  these
experiences. Some believers today have even experienced such things as translocation and shape-shifting.
These are things that have currently never been heard of within standard Christian circles. Why is it then
that a number of people who we connect with can see into Heaven, have had angelic visitations,  or
visitations from Jesus (our King), while the majority of Christendom is totally unaware of these? 

Part of the reason is that our King chooses specific people for specific tasks. He trains them for their task
and he gives them exposure to spiritual experiences. However, this is only part of the reason. If it was
only this specific selection process, then we could say he’s biased. However, he’s not. He has a heart of
love and he wants all of us to have spiritual experiences to the maximum. So why are these almost totally
absent from the lives of Christians in our time?

SUGGESTION: Does  A.W.Tozer’s  ‘The  Pursuit  of  God’1 chapter  3  ('Removing  the  Veil’2)  help  to
explain why most miss out on spiritual experiences? Having read it, my answer is, “Yes and No”.

Tozer highlights the importance of going through “the torn veil” into The Presence (the tangible presence
of God) as a requirement for all believers to enter into an experiential connection with the Trinity. 

“So the life of man upon the earth is a life away from the Presence, wrenched loose from that "blissful
center" which is our right and proper dwelling place, our first estate which we kept not, the loss of which is
the cause of our unceasing restlessness.

The whole work of God in redemption is to undo the tragic effects of that foul revolt, and to bring us back
again  into  right  and  eternal  relationship  with  Himself.  This  required  that  our  sins  be  disposed  of
satisfactorily, that a full reconciliation be effected and the way opened for us to return again into conscious
communion with God and to live again in the Presence as before.” 3

There is a problem, however, according to Tozer. There’s a ‘veil’ of the heart which prevents a person
from experiencing The Presence. It works like this:

“We sense that the call is for us, but still we fail to draw near, and the years pass and we grow old and
tired in the outer courts of the tabernacle. What doth hinder us?

The answer usually given, simply that we are "cold", will not explain all the facts. There is something more
serious than coldness of  heart,  something that  may be back of  that  coldness  and be the cause of  its
existence. What is it? What but the presence of a veil in our hearts? a veil not taken away as the first veil
was, but which remains there still shutting out the light and hiding the face of God from us. It is the veil of
our fleshly fallen nature living on, unjudged within us, uncrucified and unrepudiated. It is the close-woven
veil of the self-life which we have never truly acknowledged, of which we have been secretly ashamed, and
which for these reasons we have never brought to the judgment of the cross. It is not too mysterious, this
opaque veil, nor is it hard to identify. We have but to look in our own hearts and we shall see it there, sewn
and patched and repaired it may be, but there nevertheless, an enemy to our lives and an effective block to
our spiritual progress.

This veil is not a beautiful thing and it is not a thing about which we commonly care to talk…” 4

The self-life he refers to is our focus on ourselves rather than off ourselves. This self-focus is the default
position for all humanity. It includes things such as self-righteousness, self-pity, self-confidence, self-
sufficiency, self-admiration, self-love, to name just a few. To move forward into The Presence and live out

1 – www.amazon.com.au/Pursuit-God-W-Tozer-ebook/dp/B00CHJD2UW 
2 – A free sample of the chapter is included in this PDF:  www.swordofthespirit.net/bulwark/april2013.pdf   p:81-87
3 – A.W.Tozer (1982) “The Pursuit of God” WingSpread Publishers p:33
4 – A.W.Tozer (1982) “The Pursuit of God” WingSpread Publishers p:41-42
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of there, these self-focus traits of ours must go. From my experience, they don’t all have to go for us to
get into The Presence. However, to maintain The Presence, we must allow the Spirit to work on these, one
at a time.

Beyond all this, Tozer is silent about the degree to where The Presence will take a person, spiritually, in
this  chapter.  Being an evangelical  theologian,  he has limited himself  to the Bible’s teaching and the
experience of some believers who exude ‘zeal for God’. In the Forward to his book, it is written of him:
“Tozer’s walk with God was a priority with him and he allowed nothing to interfere. It was the basis of
his attraction to the Christian mystics. Their absorption in the daily practice of the presence of God was a
stimulus for him and he delighted in their spiritual fellowship.”5 Maybe Tozer gives an answer to our
question in the remainder of his book.

RESEARCH: Having reading the book ‘The New Mystics’6 and taken in the experience of Christians in
the past for whom spiritual phenomena at an extreme level was normal, some things really stand out.
There are keys to experiencing what we’re supposed to experience as sons, and 3 of these are:

1. A very strong (passionate) love for ‘God’

2. A heart desire where the most important thing is to be in The Presence.

3. Being prepared to give up considerable time every day to be alone and in The Presence.

These  three  are  pretty  common to  all  those in  the  book who could  be  called  super-spiritual,  to  use
Christian vernacular. 

ANALYSIS: Today, I would say that intimacy with one or all members of the Trinity is the starting point
for this process of expanding spiritual experiences. However, from the past, right up to the present, the
majority of people moving into greater spiritual experiences were those who spent a considerable amount
of time every day in prayer. This was the other common activity of historical spiritual ‘giants’ in ‘The
New Mystics’ book’s study. I didn’t put this as a 4th item in my list because I needed to explain why I
don’t see it as important as the others.

Many, like the Celtic Fathers (such as St Patrick of Ireland), spent nearly all day in prayer. Over time,
they were able to do many spiritual feats, but was it prayer that did it for them? My contention is, NO!
From my experience of intimacy with Father and from what he has taught me, I  believe that prayer
sessions lead to intimacy over time. Prayer for most Christians (from my observation) is a long session of
talking to God. The intent is to tell him what problems need fixing and to pressure him to do it through
the person’s zeal, forthrightness, and by using theological/biblical statements. I used to do this, so I’m
quite familiar with the technique. Since putting aside ‘compulsory’ prayer times, I have ‘come up’ with a
name for it, “God bothering”. That’s because he’s interested in love communication with us as his primary
style, not spiritual manipulation. 

I believe that during long prayer times a point is reached where the pray-er stops badgering God and he
can get  ‘a  word in’.  At this  juncture,  the person stops  speaking,  becomes quiet  and notices  that  the
presence of God is there around him. This is when intimacy becomes experienced and it’s from here that
the person decides that it’s the place they should be. With that change in attitude, Jesus is able to start
changing them and pouring anointing into them so their spiritual experiences are heightened. That’s my
mind on prayer times and it comes from experience and observation only.

I reiterate, the Trinity's main desire is for an intimate relationship with us. Not religious activity, however
spiritual it may be. It’s out of this intimacy that things are to be done, not the reverse – i.e. activity doesn’t
bring about intimacy. It’s from a place of intimacy that Father directs us to do what he wants us to do and
we comply out of love. It’s in a place of intimate quietness when we’re in The Presence that Holy Spirit
does his work on the inside of us. This work includes anointings to do things spiritually. This is where

5 – Forward to “The Pursuit of God”
6 – John Crowder (2006)  “The New Mystics”  www.amazon.com.au/Miracle-Workers-Reformers-New-Mystics-ebook/dp/B0051GN2JE 
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these powerful spiritual exploits develop from.

Here’s what I was informed about the importance of my intimate connection with the Trinity: 

“You are unique and your path – the road you travel – is unique. It requires you to connect to me like a
piece in a jigsaw puzzle because it’s only your perfect connection to me that fits you into your future. I’m
building a mosaic and you have your place in the end product. It’s this unique bond (connection) with me
that I’m after from you – and from everyone. This uniqueness leads to the future. Those who have rejected
it and conformed have missed much of what I’ve had for them. I haven’t been able to use them as I wanted.
My purposes were not ultimately completed in them. Still, they were (are) mine, but I want it to be different
with you. You are a prototype and your connection with me feeds into what you must become. Becoming
who you are really meant to be takes time and effort, but it’s your intimate connection with me that draws
you into your destiny – into all that I have for you.” 7

HINDRANCES: The main blockage to moving into extreme spiritual experiences is FEAR. This fear can
manifest  in  a  number  of  ways  when  uncommon  spiritual  experiences  are  occurring  or  are  being
contemplated. The typical sources of fear are:

• Not traditional Christian experiences

• New Age activity

• Occult activity

• Not biblical

Fear is a tool of the enemy. He doesn’t want us to move into our destiny of sonship with its spiritual
realities, so he uses fear to intimate us so we go through life not experiencing what we’re meant to.

Other blockages are:
• Complacency – ‘Happy’ where you are, spiritually. See no need to move on.

• Life Focus – Constant focus is on the cares and issues of life, or the love of life in the world
system. Paul warned of this distraction numerous times

• Focus on Christian things – Holy Spirit things, rather than Heavenly things, can seem to be an end
in themselves.

GATEWAYS: This is critical. There are ‘gates’ of attitude that open us up into the spirit realm which are
the ones we need to go though to experience what others are experiencing. These aren’t religious hoops
you  have  to  jump  through  to  be  permitted  to  experience  heavenly  interactions.  Instead,  they  are
preparations, keys, which unlock these experiences for you. The keys in the Kingdom often relate to your
heart – your attitudes and whether you keep it soft and open.

From this investigation, they are:

1. Desire to have extreme spiritual experiences

2. Rest so you wait rather than pushing into the experiences

3. Complete trust in the Trinity that they are taking you into these experiences

4. Complete trust that you are safe there

5. Complete trust that you aren’t being deceived

6. Fear is completely eliminated from the experience

7. Time-out of life

8. Intimacy with the Trinity so you hear what they want you to do

9. Passionate love for the Trinity so you desire what they have for you

7 – My Prophetic Journal “Connect Like a Piece in a Jigsaw Puzzle” (25-3-2013)
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/6a-Connect-Like-a-Piece-in-a-Jigsaw-Puzzle.pdf 
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10. Practising skills you are shown to help overcome the natural realm’s interference

11. Humility so you can go further

12. Religion and legalism are eliminated or are being eliminated from your life

13. Experiences are only shared with like-minded people

14. Experiences are discerned with your spirit, not any other way

15. The advice of others isn’t sought

There  are  tell-tale  signs  which indicate  whether  a  person is  ready for  gateway entrance  into greater
spiritual experiences. Here are a couple so you can check yourself out:

• When you’re with like-minded believers,  do you want  to talk about  genuine spiritual  matters
above everything else?

• When you come together as an ekklesia do you strongly desire to come into The Presence together
with the others and experience the ecstasy of the Spirit, more than just being together for any
other reason?

• There is no commitment to advancing spiritually.

Some advice from our King:

“In a vision I saw a family of mountain goats scrambling up a very steep and craggy terrain, and the
Lord said, "The way is difficult and the path is daunting.  Only those whose hearts are set on going
higher spiritually will endure the hardship of elevation. With My help your footing will be secure and
steady. I will make a way where there seems to be no way."” 8 

INSIGHT: The word John Crowder used for his book for super-spiritual people of the past is ‘mystic’ (a
biblically  derived  term),  a  word  that  scares  Christians.  It  shouldn’t.  Mystics  are  privy  to  mystical
knowledge – that’s hidden knowledge of the spirit realm that the average person is ignorant of. What the
people have experienced in visitations to Heaven, angelic visitations or visitations from Jesus are mystical
experiences. They are hidden from those who aren’t pursuing them but they are normal for those who are.
They are, in actual fact, what is intended to be normal for sons. (For more insight into the mysteries of the
Kingdom, read my article “The Secret Knowledge of the Kingdom”.)9

Rob Bell has been drawn into this mystic experience by Holy Spirit. It was a gentle, subtle journey. He
writes:

“There was this woman in the church named Carol who I talked with from time to time. She
was a literature professor at a local university. One Sunday morning right before the service
started she pulled me aside and said, 'You’re a mystic', and then she gestured toward all the people
who were taking their seats and she added,
'And they don’t realize it yet'.
That moment, it imprinted on my heart.
What a gift she gave me.
Mystic.
I kind of knew what she was saying,
and
I knew exactly what she was saying.
The mystic has had the direct experience. The mystic knows personally. The mystic doesn’t need an
institution or a system or a dogma to tell them what they have already experienced. The mystic
doesn’t need an authority figure to validate what they know is true.
I was never that interested in religion.

8 – Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (17-10-2020)  ft111.com/smallstraws.htm 
      [Next year Marsha will archive this message on the ft111.com website. Find it here: ft111.com/archive.htm]
9 – canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/The-Secret-Knowledge-of-the-Kingdom.pdf 
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Or that word Christianity.
Carol understood that.
I was after an experience …” 10

And:

“Everywhere I went people wanted to talk about the church—the stories, the numbers, the programs,
the details, the attention it was getting.
However great some of that was,
I was beginning to see how much of it wasn’t the point, how much of it was actually a distraction
from the thing it all existed to help people experience in the first place.
And that thing—
that enlivening, inspiring brush with Spirit—
you don’t need any of that religious activity to have that.
Just your breath.
Your heart.
Your openness.
That can happen in silence just as easily as in a room with thousands of people.
I was conflicted.
Surrounded by all those people,
and all that religion,
and all that good,
trying to help people see the thing behind the thing,
the point behind all those points,
the Spirit in and through and above all that action and talk
and organizing.” 11

TAKEAWAYS: The attitude of those who are having extreme heavenly experiences is one where they
know that religion is a fake, a substitute for spiritual reality. They also don’t trust the council of others,
but rather, their complete trust is in the Trinity and where they are taking them. Of course, intimacy and
hearing from heaven, plus spiritual practice is essential for is advancement.

“Do not forget to include Me in every area of your life and ask Me for help. I am not a silent partner. I
will speak to you in a still, small voice when you must position yourself to hear. Internally you must
shut down the fear, worry and other loud voices that would lead you astray. This will depend on your
level of sensitivity to My Spirit, which must be developed in quietness as you seek.” 12 

PERSONAL EXPERIENCES: Here are some examples of people that I know, or have heard of, who
have had a gateway opened for them into heavenly experiences:

• Ian Clayton – While remaining in the church system, he had a strong desire for the Lord to lead
him past bankrupt religion into what’s real.

• Mike Parsons – Having no background experience of religion, Father was able to take him straight
into spiritual reality without any inhibition.

• Our friend Anita – Came out of the church system and maintained her intimacy with Jesus which
she knew was reality. She completely trusted that he’d grow her spiritually.

Here’s some encouragement to move wisely into heavenly experiences:

“"Let the rains of My presence fall on you now. My light rain has begun to fall, but the heavy rain is
on its way! Every dry place is being touched! I'm coming in! I'm coming in to touch your life! How
much do you want? How big is your cup today? I will not stop the rain until you say 'when'! Don't

10 – Rob Bell (2020)  “Everything is Spiritual”  p:70-71    [Kindle Edition]
11 – Rob Bell (2020)  “Everything is Spiritual”  p:74    [Kindle Edition]
12 – Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (15-10-2020)  ft111.com/smallstraws.htm 
       [Next year Marsha will archive this message on the ft111.com website. Find it here: ft111.com/archive.htm]
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rush the rain.  Don't rush your moment with Me. Don't rush through a divine opportunity," says the
Lord.” 13

THE FUTURE: Living out of the life of the Internal Kingdom will see more believers moving into
heavenly experiences as the pioneers show them the way forward.

IMPORTANT: Living spiritually is not an easier way to live than being religious, as wonderful as it is.
In the same way that religion is an error, so can some spiritual activities be. That means you’ll need to
keep close to the Lord, listening to him and discerning what’s going on. You see, you’ll become a great
threat to the enemy’s plans so you’ll be attacked in all directions, both covertly and overtly. However, the
benefits far, far outweigh the pressure, so don’t give up moving forward as the Spirit leads you.

Laurence
13-10-2020
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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