
Don’t Take On Burdens That Don’t Belong To You

Many ‘nice’ Christians can’t help themselves carry other people’s burdens that they shouldn’t. The reason
is that the Bible tells them to do it, and they take it literally and wholeheartedly.

There is, however, a Kingdom principle that is missed if the above teaching is adhered to. The principle is:

You only have responsibility where you have authority.1

Most genuine responsibilities come from our roles in life, but others are given to us by our King. With
both these, we must set boundaries which lay out where our responsibilities start and end. Sympathy,
compassion and Christian weakness (masquerading as meekness  and humility)  cause us  to  step over
boundaries or to not put boundaries in place at the start.2

Many personal disasters and relationship turmoil occurs when we step outside set boundaries or we step
outside our authority.3

Here’s this very instruction from our King:

“There are things you can do for others and things you cannot do, and you must draw a clear line of
distinction between the two. Your sympathy could cause you to cross that line and take on burdens that
do not belong to you. Establish the boundaries that I have set for you by reminding yourself that you
only have responsibility where you have been given authority.” 4 
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(Readers will need to look up for themselves any scriptures alluded to in this document)

1 – Read my ‘Spiritual Authority’ series of teaching:   canberraforerunners.org/?page_id=5054/#authority 
2 – “Understanding Boundaries is Essential” 
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/03-Understanding-Boundaries-is-Essential.pdf 
3 – “False Oversight”   canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/04-False-Oversight.pdf 
4 – “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (26-11-2020)  ft111.com/smallstraws.htm 
      [Next year Marsha will archive this message on the ft111.com website. Find it here: ft111.com/archive.htm]
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