
Enthusiasm is the Wrong Indicator

When I was baptised in the Holy Spirit back in the 1980s I became very excited about the reality of being
connected to God and having him work spiritually through me. I was told that this was good because it
was  enthusiasm and enthusiasm meant  that  I  was  ‘in  God’ (en theos in  Greek).  I  became gung-ho,
wanting everyone to experience the reality of God because it was not a religious belief any more. Over
time,  this  enthusiasm  in  believers  became  the  hallmark  of  spiritual  people  in  the  pentecostal  and
charismatic systems which I belonged to. It was an indicator that they were very spiritual and closely
connected to God.

But is that the proper indicator of spirituality?

The word ‘enthusiasm’ comes from Old Greek ἐνθουσιασμός, and is constructed from ἐν ("in") + θεός
("god") + οὐσία ("essence"). From its origin (etymology) it’s a historical word (now obsolete) meaning:
‘Possession by a god’, ‘divine inspiration’ or ‘[spiritual] frenzy’.1

The original Spirit-filled groups of the past, such as the Moravians of the 15 th century, Wesleyans (who
became the Methodist religion) of the mid-1700s, and the Salvationists of the late 1700s (who became the
Salvation Army religion) were ‘holy rollers’. “'Holy Roller' is a term originating in the 19 th century and
used to refer to some Protestant Christian churchgoers in the holiness movement, such as Free Methodists
and  Wesleyan  Methodists…The  term  describes  dancing,  shaking  or  other  boisterous  movements  by
church attendees who perceive themselves as being under the influence of the Holy Spirit…[In a] 1893
memoir by Charles Godfrey Leland…he says "When the Holy Spirit seized them…the Holy Rollers…
rolled over and over on the floor”…William Branham wrote: "And what the world calls today holy-roller,
that's the way I worship Jesus Christ"”2 These people were ‘enthusiastic’ because they were filled by God
and manifested his presence – i.e. they were ‘en theos’ as the word originally meant.

Today, enthusiastic means: ‘Intensity of feeling’, ‘excited interest’, ‘eagerness’ or ‘something in which
one is keenly interested’.3 This is what I was like in the 1980s – excited about my new experience of God.
It had nothing to do with being ‘en theos’ because it was a manifestation of my natural self being under
the  influence  of  my  soul  and  mind.  It  did  come  from  my  spiritual  experiences,  but  it  was  not  a
manifestation of the Spirit in me.

Enthusiasm in the modern sense should never have been used as an indicator of advanced spirituality.
That type of enthusiasm is soulish and has nothing to do with the Spirit. In this new era of the Kingdom
where we are being raised up to manifest as genuine sons, we should be becoming like the man Jesus was
in the way he impacted people. This should be what we are looking for and sensing when we meet each
other. We’ll be able to sense those who are advancing in their maturity as sons, not by identifiers we have
used in religion, but by indications of maturing as a son. This is the challenge for us. 

To verify, these days, that a person is operating under the Spirit of God we should look for all these:

1. An overwhelming sense of Grace, mercy, forgiveness, humility and love.

2. When they speak, it’s like the oracles of God (they speak to your spirit).

3. The Spirit has produced genuine “fruit” of his presence in their lives, not false fruit generated by
the person’s mind and soul.

4. A tangible feeling of Father’s love while in their presence.

5. Sensing the Spirit in them in a large amount.

6. Observing the Kingdom manifesting through them.

7. Their testimonies of being in The Presence and what they experienced there.

1 – en.wiktionary.org/wiki/enthusiasm 
2 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Roller 
3 – en.wiktionary.org/wiki/enthusiasm 
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These are the characteristics that Jesus of Nazareth had, and they are to be ours as well.

On another spiritual note:

Laurence
7-11-2020
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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